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Mayoral Candidate George Chen Votes to Eliminate 34 Police Officer Positions 

Over 15% of Department Will Be Cut, Along with 1 of 5 Paramedic Rescue Units 

Chen makes the motion for a budget that makes the largest cut to Torrance public safety in more than 20 years 

 

Torrance, CA - Mayoral Candidate George Chen made the motion to eliminate 34 police officer positions and staffing for 

a paramedic rescue unit (6 firefighter positions), as part of the approved budget for 2022-23 at the Torrance City Council 

meeting on Tuesday. 

“I am appalled that the City has come to this point,” said Mayoral candidate and former Councilman Cliff Numark.  “This 

is the direct result of insufficient action over the past 4 years to address the City’s budget.” 

Chen has stated publicly that he didn’t comprehend the impact, until recently, of the City using its reserves to balance 

the budget.  “The lightbulb came on to me around the middle of last year,” he said at the Jan. 25, 2022 Council meeting. 

“Using reserves to balance our budget since 2015 was not the right approach.”  

During those years, the City should have been working on a comprehensive assessment of its spending. 

“My 90-day plan will comprehensively address the budget and establish a culture of cost reductions in the City,” Numark 

said.  “That’s why I’m proposing suspending health insurance benefits for the Mayor and Council – and City-paid dinners 

before Council meetings – until City finances stabilize. This will send a signal to the public and City staff that every penny 

is important.” 

Unlike his opponent, who in four years on the Council has not led a comprehensive look at the City’s operations, Numark 

has a history of fiscal stewardship.  Numark was part of the Council team when the City got through the Great Recession 

with $50 million in reserves (greater than 50% more than last year’s reserve levels), actively taking actions to reduce 

general fund expenses.  Currently, as an elected El Camino College trustee, the College has the best financial condition in 

a decade.  And in the private sector, he has improved financial performance by hundreds of millions of dollars, leading 

teams of up to 2,000 people. 

“The depth of the City’s financial crisis is why SST was proposed – and if it does not pass, I will do everything I can to 

preserve public safety positions,” Numark said. 
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