
Federal  
Election Policy 

Recommendations  
from Coalition for Conservation



The 10 Point Plan 
for Clean Jobs and a 
Prosperous Economy 

Energy, Industry & Jobs - Offshore Wind and Clean Exports 1

Consumers & Small Business Savings - Household and Small 
Business Battery Program9
A Strong Platform on Climate - National Climate Change Agency10

Energy, Industry & Jobs - REIPs with a Focus on Green Steel2

Energy, Industry & Jobs - Future Workforce Programme3
Clean Transport - Charging Infrastructure4

Biodiversity and Farming - Australian Farming  
Productivity Programme8

Clean Transport -Government Procurement 5

Biodiversity and Farming - Expansion of the Australian Carbon + 
Biodiversity Pilot and Enhanced Remnant Vegetation Pilot 7

Clean Transport - Vehicles Emissions Scheme/Fuel 
Economy Standards 6

Summary of Recommendations:

Contents



Introduction

Coalition for Conservation 

C4C is an environmental  
non-profit that promotes policies  
that resonate with centre-right voters, 
supporting free market and market- 
based solutions to reduce emissions  
whilst creating jobs and conserving 
the environment. 
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What we do

We present reliable data and a range of solutions to climate  
change that will create jobs and improve economic  
performance, providing a unique forum for exchange of  
experiences, best-practice sharing, and advice on public  
policies that align with centre-right values. 

We help centre-right legislators explain conservation and  
climate policies communicating the jobs and economic  
benefits of climate action to their peers and constituents. 

We engage with centre-right media to  
ensure that centre-right policymakers are 
part of the public conversation around 
reducing emissions whilst  
creating jobs and we collect data  
on conservative voters’ attitudes  
towards the climate crisis to inform 
our members.

We run parliamentary engagement  
programs and take part at each  
COP to ensure centre-right politicians  
have high-level participation at climate  
forums, achieving their climate targets,  
reviewing and increasing their ambitions.
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10 Point Plan for  
Clean Jobs and a 
Prosperous Economy

 
For too long, the debate on climate 
and conservation has been dominated 
by the left of politics. C4C brings  
together and amplifies the  
centre-right voices presenting  
solutions to help tackle conservation 
challenges from the street corner to 
the stratosphere, including: clean jobs 
creation; waste and water  
management; air quality; sustainable 
farming; clean energy & energy  
efficiency; electrification of transport; 
decarbonising heavy industry; green 
finance; clean trade; and transitioning 
to a green-growth economy.

It is the role of centre-right  
governments to harness the market, 
to create jobs, drive down energy costs, 
spark innovation as well as 
create incentives for responsible  
businesses and individuals to take up 
technological and nature-based 
solutions to climate change.

C4C believes The Coalition  
Government has a golden  
opportunity to show voters at this  
forthcoming election that they have  
the right solutions. These are our  
recommendations for The Coalition  
to put forward a 10 point plan that  
will create clean jobs and a 
prosperous economy. 

Background
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Australia has a global comparative 
advantage as the world moves to 
clean energy technologies. We  
have some of the best renewable 
energy resources in the world (solar, 
wind and hydropower), large shares 
of the critical and other minerals 
needed to make clean technologies 
(lithium, cobalt, iron ore, copper 
etc), and a track record of innovation  
having invented the modern solar 
panel. The challenge now is to  
embrace the breadth of Australia’s 
clean energy and technology  
opportunities and help drive down 
the cost curve by supporting the  
development of domestic and 
international markets.  

Unless we do so now, other countries  
without the same abundant natural  
resources will outspend us and  
Australia will miss out.

Offshore Wind
Offshore wind is one of Australia’s  
biggest emerging opportunities. 
Globally, offshore wind is poised to 
play a significant role in efforts to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, 
deliver affordable and reliable  
power and create thousands of 
regional jobs. With its abundant  
resource, large scale and rapidly  
decreasing costs, offshore wind  
can make an important contribution 
to Australia’s transition to  
net-zero emissions. 

Energy, Industry  
and Exports

8 Federal Election Policy Recommendations

Australia’s offshore wind opportunity:  

• Australia has a huge high quality offshore wind resource - the sixth largest 
in the world at almost 5TW. There is the potential for tens of thousands of 
regional jobs to be created in supporting this new industry 

• Hydrogen generation from offshore wind can create even more jobs.  
In fact, each region can house a self-contained desalination plant,  
electrolyser, compressor and port, allowing green hydrogen to be  
manufactured and shipped offshore 

• Australia’s offshore wind resource is located in close proximity to our 
 existing industrial centres and export hubs such as Newcastle, the Latrobe 
Valley and Bell Bay, helping to diversify these economies, maintain existing 
industry and jobs, and attract new business 

• It can power desalination plants to create fresh water from sea water and 
reduce the impact of droughts
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RECOMMENDATION 1

The Department of  the Prime Minister and Cabinet develops an  
“Australian Offshore Wind and Clean Export Strategy”
 
The National Hydrogen Strategy has been incredibly successful at focusing and 
unlocking public and private sector activity and investment. However, there are 
significant other domestic clean energy and renewable export opportunities  
including offshore wind, green steel and the processing of critical minerals that 
are worthy of an integrated strategy that combines cross government expertise  
on energy, resources, trade, innovation, education and training.  
This strategy should: 

• Catalyse investment in renewables, offshore wind and the full range 
 of clean export opportunities

• Enable public-private sector dialogue

• Establish a coordinated national plan for construction of necessary  
infrastructure (i.e. electricity, water, hydrogen and transport)

• Support domestic research and development

• Attract domestic and foreign investment and demand, by signalling  
strategic intent through bankable frameworks including long-term,  
stable revenue support, fiscal incentives 
and environmental and social safeguards 

• Consider the emissions reduction  
potential and economic benefits of  
offshore wind and clean exports  
including job creation potential

• Create the market environment  
and confidence to invest in a local  
supply chain, with supply chain 
growth being part of the wider  
regional development focussing 
on local strengths
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RECOMMENDATION 2 

Provide support for a Renewable Energy Industrial Precincts Program with a 
particular focus on manufacturing green steel in Australia to capitalise on our 
comparative advantage in renewable hydrogen, iron ore production, critical 
minerals and more

Renewable Energy Industrial Precincts (REIPs) are clusters of heavy industry 
powered by affordable, reliable renewable power, heat and feedstocks. REIPs 
are co-located with transport, logistics and export facilities. A program that would 
support at least one REIP in each state would create large domestic demand for 
hydrogen, as well as helping our existing industry to decarbonise (including steel, 
chemicals and aluminium). REIPs also have the potential to secure a foothold in 
the emerging international market, and to expand our industrial manufacturing 
base in Australia and support tens of thousands of regional  jobs.  
 
To optimise the commerciality of REIPs, it is recommended that the renewable 
energy generation be co-located with these precincts to reduce the need for grid 
connections and associated bottlenecks (for example, NSW REZs). The power 
plants of the future will be spread out over large areas with as much off-take  
behind the meter as possible and a reliable supply of renewable energy from 
wind, water and solar close by.

RECOMMENDATION 3

Establish a “Future Workforce Programme and Fund” including industry, 
governments, unions, regulators and training and research bodies to map 
future workforce needs and gaps, and establish clear strategies for shifting 
workers into clean energy from other sectors

Australia currently lacks a clear national workforce development strategy to  
ensure the needs of the growing clean energy and clean manufacturing industry 
are being met now and into the future. Skills shortages in key occupations such as 
engineers and electricians, are already a growing issue that will only be  
exacerbated as the industry grows. There is a role for the Federal Government to 
work with the education and training sectors to support career pathways for the 
renewable energy and clean  manufacturing workforce.
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Electric Vehicle (EV) sales are  
rapidly rising around the world, led 
by strong government policies in 
major markets such as the USA, EU 
and the UK. This global action has 
been proven to provide the  
opportunity for those countries to 
reduce emissions, make transport 
more affordable and improve fuel 
security. However, Australia has  
fallen behind. Major automotive 
companies have warned that  
without similar policy action, they 
cannot make electric and fuel 
efficient vehicles available to  
Australian consumers. This leaves  
Australians paying more for fuel. 
Australia relies on imports for 90% 
of its transport fuel needs.  

Our society’s dependence on  
imported oil is a key risk, should we 
experience supply chain interruptions 
due to global instability. Resolving this  
without reducing our dependence on 
oil has proved expensive: the Federal 
Government has invested $2.4bn to 
keep existing fuel refineries open, and 
$260m to increase fuel storage.  
These are necessary investments in 
the short-term. However, without a 
transition to electrification, these costs 
will continue to rise. Following the  
AdBlue shortage, the Australian  
trucking industry has called for policies 
to accelerate the transition to electric. 
The industry warns that if Australia is 
left behind, it faces the risk of high, 
globally uncompetitive freight costs.

Clean Transport
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RECOMMENDATION 4 

Continue investing in charging infrastructure  

• Establish a $50m “Workplace Charging Scheme” to support businesses 
with over 60,000 workplace electric vehicle charger installations.  
This can be modelled after the successful UK scheme

• Extend the “Future Fuel Strategy Fund” to fund on-street residential 
charging, concentrating on areas with low home-ownership and/or  
off-street parking (similar to the UK On-street Residential  
Chargepoint Scheme)

• Establish a $100m “Smart-Charging Fund”, building on the success of 
South Australia’s smart-charging trials 

The Federal Government currently supports the rollout of electric vehicle 
charging infrastructure both through ARENA grants and the Future Fuel 
Strategy Fund. The Government should build on this success and  
concentrate further funding on efforts to integrate electric vehicle charging 
within the grid. Ensuring that charging coincides with peak supply of solar  
energy will put downward pressure on electricity prices and help to stabilise 
the national grid. 
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RECOMMENDATION 6

Introduce a Light Vehicle Fuel Efficiency Standard in line with our major 
trading partners 

The Federal Government has already started this process, consulting with  
industry and experts. The government’s research has found that developing 
strong standards in line with the USA, UK & EU would reduce the average  
Australians’ fuel bills by $666 per year and provide an economic benefit to  
Australia of $27.5bn while reducing emissions by 231 Mt of CO2 by 2040.  
An Australian standard should  begin with modest decreases in average  
vehicle emissions, but provide a clear medium-term trajectory to align with  
major business partners in 2027. 

Fiscally-balanced revenue measures 
There is an easy way to generate revenue to pay for the policy measures  
suggested above. In 2019 the Parliamentary Budget Office identified  
1.54Bn in budget savings by narrowing the definition of fuel efficient vehicles  
to 4L/100km, returning the standard vehicle rate to $57,180, and indexing both 
to vehicle CPI. This is a sensible correction to a legislative error by Labor and  
the Greens, which would offset new expenditure to accelerate electrification. 

RECOMMENDATION 5

Transition the Commonwealth’s fleet to electric vehicles

• Transition all government-owned and leased road vehicles to electric  
vehicles by 2030 (where suitable models are available) 
 - Federal Government fleet target of 100% of new purchases to be 
    electric by 2024 
 - Provide funding for local and state governments who set a target of   
    100% transition to EVs by 2030
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Farming & 
Biodiversity
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The  agricultural sector is leading the way to a low emissions future whilst 
 increasing productivity. Meat and Livestock Australia’s net zero target for 
2030 and the Australian Pork industry’s net zero target for 2025 cover two  
of the industry’s biggest sectors in terms of emissions. The EY Report into  
agriculture’s Low Emissions Future found agriculture could easily reach net 
zero by 2040 whilst increasing productivity and without reducing livestock 
numbers. A Coalition Government can help kick-start more jobs in the  
regions, help provide crucial income during drought for farming families  
and make regional economies more resilient simply by expanding its  
existing good policies. 

RECOMMENDATION 7

Expand the “Australian Carbon + Biodiversity Pilot and Enhanced  
Remnant Vegetation Pilot” as fully funded national programs, ensuring 
farmers face no barriers to entry

C4C applauds the Coalition’s initiative in preparing Australia for carbon and 
biodiversity crops from which farmers will profit and notes the sensible  
restrictions on the amount of food production land for which the government 
will pay for biodiversity credits. Carbon and biodiversity crops typically pay 
farmers during drought, when many other crops fail or struggle. This enables 
farmers to stay afloat and continue to employ rural workers, which in turn 
makes regional Australia more resilient.

By expanding these pilots, a Coalition Government can kick-start Australia’s 
road to net zero by putting money in farming families’ pockets and  
supporting rural jobs. 

Suggestions to remove barriers for farmers include: 

• Providing staff and support to help farmers into the ERF/Farm Biodiversity 
crop process

• Upgrading satellite monitoring to reduce audit costs for farmers

• Expediting delivery and facilitating trading for trading platform which 
connects farmers directly with carbon buyers
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RECOMMENDATION 8

Establish the  “Australian Farming Productivity Programme” within the 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources 
 
C4C notes and encourages the Coalition’s interest in reducing agriculture 
emissions where practical. A Farming Productivity Programme could provide 
targeted investment, supporting research and development, farm  
extension officers to help speed uptake of new technologies such as  
asparagopsis or a methane vaccine. It would also provide knowledge  
exchange, training, advice, collaboration and incentivise the adoption of 
technical advances to deliver GHG reduction and resilience.  
The programme should be ambitious and long-lasting, aiming at: 

• Improving resource use efficiency of farming across all sectors;

• Increasing on-farm carbon storage in vegetation and soil;

• Boosting production of land- based renewable energy, 
including bioenergy for processes coupled 
to carbon capture, use and storage, to  
generate credits for GHG emissions  
avoided and GHG removal;

• Develop GHG footprinting to better 
reflect the diversity of Australia’s 
farming systems, capture on-farm 
sources and sinks, enable product  
and farm business calculations;

• Develop water management data  
collection systems to improve  
water use and infrastructure
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Consumers &  
Small Business 
Savings
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RECOMMENDATION 9

Household and Small Business Battery Program

The Coalition could save working families money on power bills and create 
new manufacturing jobs by spurring the installation of 100,000 rechargable 
domestic batteries for homes and small businesses. These batteries could 
also be linked to create virtual power plants which help make Australia’s  
energy supply more secure.

The first participating 20,000 households and / or small businesses (up to a 
turnover of $1M) would receive a $4,000 grant. All remaining 80,000 
participants would receive a $2,000 grant.

This program would see the Coalition Government deliver: 

• Five new small battery manufacturers

• 1200 new jobs in total, including 300 construction jobs and 900 ongoing 
manufacturing jobs

• The unlocking of $1 billion in private investment from households

The increased market demand will attract new battery manufacturers to  
Australia. A worked example of this is the SA Liberal Government’s battery 
policy, which has attracted two new battery manufacturers to South Australia  
and created 350 new jobs in the first 18 months of the program.

In 2019, more than 22,000 small-scale 
batteries were installed across Australia, 
 providing more than 1 GWh in capacity. 

The package will be administered through 
the Department of Industry, Science,  
Energy and Resources, strategically 
linking the program to aligned industry 
 development programs across the  
Federal Government. Applicants would 
not be able to receive both the Federal  
and SA offer.
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Create a Strong  
Platform on Climate

 

RECOMMENDATION 10

Expand the breadth and depth of the 
current Climate Change Authority 
to become  the “National Climate 
Change Agency - NCCA” 
 
It is proposed that the NCCA would be 
more effective and more  
encompassing than the current  
Climate Change Authority. It would 
put forward  Australia’s carbon 
budgets, emissions targets and NDCs, 
carry out five-yearly reviews of job  
impacts on the regions, set climate 
goals and climate policy, and report to 
Parliament on the progress made in 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
and in adaptation to climate change. 
It would be set up as an executive 
non-departmental  public body  
sponsored by the Department of 
 Industry, Science, Energy and  
Resources and the Department of  
Agriculture, Water and the  
Environment to replace the current 
CCA, strengthening further the use of 
evidence in Australia’s climate policy 
and enjoying broader support from 
business, policymakers, researchers, 
and the public. 

In these roles the NCCA would always 
act in an advisory capacity only.  
This allows for Australia’s  
democratically-elected government to 
diverge from the NCCA views where 
necessary to maintain government 
accountability on climate policy.  

Key features of the NCCA’s approach 
include an emphasis on evidence and 
analysis, an open and transparent  
approach (both with stakeholders and 
the media) and a willingness to address 
the barriers to action alongside its  
recommendations. 
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The NCCA would consist of a committee of  
independent experts appointed by the Minister 
for Energy and the Minister for Environment, and 
an analytical secretariat to support the committee 
members in the delivery of their duties. 

The key duties of the NCCA would be to:

• Advise on the long-term (2050) emissions target;

• Conduct five-yearly reviews of job impacts on the regions;

• Advise on the setting of Australia’s carbon budgets;

• Assess progress towards targets for emissions reduction;

• Advise on climate risks;

• Evaluate progress in adapting to climate change in Australia;

• Advise, analyse and inform further on climate change as  
requested by the Government:

Agriculture, 
Land Use and  

Waste

External 
advisory
groups

Buildings

Transport

Industry

Power Infrastructure

Flooding

Natural  
Environment

Mitigation Corporate and 
Comms

Adaption

Chief  
Executive

Chair

Committee

Chair

Adaption Comittee

Secretariat
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