
Biden’s FY 2023 Military Spending Request
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Biden FY 2023 Discretionary Budget Proposal, $1.59 trillion
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Biden Discretionary Budget Proposal, FY 2023

“Security” = Military, Department of Homeland Security, Veterans’ Affairs (except 
medical), nuclear weapons, intelligence, and foreign relations

“Non-security” = everything else (shelter, public health, education, community 
investments) 



Bad priorities in the Biden
proposal

Ø $9.7 billion for the CDC vs. $29.7 billion for nuclear weapons (three times as 
much)

Ø $3.5 billion for anti-homelessness grants vs. $34 billion for nuclear 
modernization (more than nine times as much) 

Ø $6.2 billion for renewable energy and energy efficiency vs. $130 billion for 
military research and development and training (more than 20 times as 
much)

Ø $10.2 billion for substance use and mental health vs. $24.5 billion for Space 
Force (twice as much)

Ø $9.6 billion for all diplomacy vs. a single weapons system, $11 billion for the F-
35 jet fighter



After ending 20 years of war, Congress and the 
administration found $0 in peace dividends.



$634 
$701 $719 

$757 $742 
$782 $813 

 $-

 $100

 $200

 $300

 $400

 $500

 $600

 $700

 $800

 $900

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

20
21

20
22

20
23

…

Bi
llio

ns
Discretionary Military Funding in Billions



Proposed Military Spending, 2023

$775 billion $813 billion



Biden military proposal for 
FY 2023

§ $813 billion total (excluding foreign military 
aid)

§ Includes Department of Defense ($773 
billion), Dept. of Energy Nuclear weapons 
($29.7 billion) and other ($10.6 billion)



The Pressure is On



Ukraine

$13.6 billion in aid in FY 2022 so far
• $6.5 billion for DoD
• Less than 1% of military spending in FY 

2022

$33 billion request from Biden to Congress for 
FY 2022
• $20.4 billion in military aid
• $11.5 billion in economic and humanitarian 

aid
• Additional $ for sanctions enforcement, food 

and mineral production





www.nationalpriorities.org


