
 

Fostering Civil Dialogue  

Thank you for coming together in dialogue under the banner of the Coffee Party USA. Coffee 
Party USA is a grassroots, transpartisan movement that aims to restore the principles of our 
republic and spirit of a representative democracy in America. To that end, we seek to foster 
political dialogue that employs both mutual respect and inclusivity. Such discussions are civil, 
meaningful and allow for the expression of all viewpoints.  

Members of the Coffee Party agree to the following "Civility Pledge": "As a member or 
supporter of the Coffee Party, I pledge to conduct myself in a way that is civil, honest, 
and respectful toward people with whom I disagree. I value people from different 
cultures, I value people with different ideas, and I value and cherish the democratic 
process."  

Here are some general reminders for you to consider as you conduct your dialogue:  

Be Curious and Open to Learning: Listen to and be open to hearing all points of view. 
Maintain an attitude of exploration and learning. Conversation is as much about listening as it is 
about talking.  

Show Respect and Suspend Judgment: Human beings tend to judge one another. Do 
your best not to. Setting judgments aside will better enable you to learn from others and help 
them feel respected and appreciated.  

Look for Common Ground: Look for what we agree on and simply appreciate that we will 
disagree on some beliefs and opinions.  

Be Authentic and Welcome that from Others:  Share what’s important to you. Speak 
authentically from your personal and heartfelt experience. Be considerate to others who 
are doing the same.  

Be Purposeful and to the Point: Notice if what you are conveying is or is not “on purpose” 
to the question at hand. Notice if you are making the same point more than once.  

Own and Guide the Conversation: Take responsibility for the quality of your participation 
and the quality of the conversation by noticing what’s happening. Actively support getting 
yourself and others back “on purpose” when needed.*  

Things to Avoid  

● One person or a small group dominating the conversation....instead ensure that 
everyone contributes their thoughts.  



 

● Divisive comments that either (1) reduce another’s ideas because of their gender, race, 
level of privilege, sexual orientation, or social location or (2) make assumptions on the 
other person's personal motivations.....instead, give them the courtesy of carefully 
responding to the actual idea they are offering for your consideration.  

● Binary thinking: that "either/or" kind of thinking that sees things as simply one way or 
another (using labels such as liberal/conservative, religious/secular, open/close minded, 
prolife/prochoice, etc.) in which taking one side automatically defines one against “the 
other side”....instead be open to seeing that the issues that are seriously debated in our 
public sphere are almost always too complex to fit into simplistic categories.  

● Offensive language or dismissive words and phrases (like: radical feminist, war on 
women, neocon, bleeding heart liberal, prude, heretic, treehugger, antiscience, 
antilife, and so on)...instead, use language that engages and draws the other into a 
fruitful engage of ideas.  

● Speaking as if your thoughts and beliefs are the only "right ones"....instead display a 
degree of humility that acknowledges that we all can still learn something new!  

● Using most of your comments to be "against" another viewpoint....instead talk about 
what you are "for".  

Some Final Reminders:  

● Use clarifying questions to ensure you understand what others are saying.  
● Respectfully interrupt someone who is repeating themselves, dominating conversation 

or getting off topic and kindly ask them to get back on track.  
● If necessary, the group can agree to certain "ground rules" for 

discussion.  
● When a conversation appears to hit an irreconcilable difference of opinion, attempt to 

"agree to disagree" on the matter recognizing that the relationship is more important than 
having only one of you be "right".  

● Above all.....have fun!  

 

If you would like to become a member of the Coffee Party USA, go to www.coffeepartyusa.com  

*Thanks to Living Room Conversations for these general reminders (www.livingroomconversations.org)  

http://www.coffeepartyusa.com/

