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Speakers
Catarina Carvalho (‘18SPS) is an Associate in Arup’s New York office and the Cities
Planning and Design Leader for East Americas. In her role, Catarina is responsible for
shaping better and more resilient cities through logistics and operations in the
building environment.
 
Over her career, Catarina has lived and worked in Africa, Europe, Middle East and
North America. Her experiences in developing countries and the cultural diversity

she was exposed to inspires her to leverage her engineering expertise to resolve real-world problems in
global cities.
 
With both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in electrical and computer engineering from Instituto
Superior Tecnico and a master’s degree in sustainability management from Columbia University, Catarina
combines engineering, sustainability and consulting skills to design more human-centric city systems.
Over her 12 years of experience, she worked both as a consultant and an industry professional in various
infrastructure sectors such as property, energy, water, and transportation, to create solutions for net
zero, future-proofing technologies and circular economy systems for the urban environment.
 
  

Greg Hale is Senior Advisor for Energy Efficiency Markets & Finance at NYSERDA.
Greg led NYSERDA’s development of a policy roadmap to achieve a statewide carbon
neutral building stock. This work includes strategic co-leadership for RetrofitNY, an
initiative aimed at developing scalable retrofit solutions that achieve or approach net
zero energy for New York’s multifamily housing stock. Greg also provides oversight of
NYS policy related to energy efficiency and decarbonization financing, including a
current focus on developing a financing strategy to support the Governor’s Two
Million Climate Friendly Homes initiative.

Prior to NYSERDA, Greg was Senior Advisor to NY’s Chairman of Energy & Finance, focused on
development and execution of Governor Cuomo’s signature energy policy– Reforming the Energy Vision
(REV). Greg oversaw the establishment of the $1 billion NY Green Bank and was the lead author of NY’s
2015 State Energy Plan. Prior to joining the Governor’s Office, Mr. Hale was the Director of Efficiency
Finance at NRDC’s Center for Market Innovation. Greg is a founding board member of the New York City
Energy Efficiency Corporation, and served on the steering committee of the PACENow Coalition.

Greg is a graduate of Dartmouth College and The University of Michigan Law School.

Jon Lemmond has over 15 years of experience related to the identification and
reduction of environmental and human impacts attributable to the built
environment. He currently leads a team within JLL's Sustainable Operations group,
with a mission to accelerate decarbonization through better building management,
project and infrastructure planning, and portfolio strategy.

Jon is a licensed mechanical engineer and holds MS and MEng degrees from the
University of California, Berkeley.

Atif Z. Qadir, AIA (‘14CBS) is the founder of REDIST, a venture-backed seed stage
startup working to improve access to public economic development incentives. He

https://www.arup.com/
https://www.nyserda.ny.gov/
https://www.us.jll.com/
https://www.redist.us/


also produces and hosts the American Building Podcast, which has achieved a Top 25 ranking in its
category on Apple Podcasts in 6 countries. Atif has deep regulatory, capital markets, development and
design & construction experience from 20 years in the real estate industry, which includes serving on the
City Planning Commission in the City of Hoboken and the Advisory Board of Provident Bank, starting
Amanat Properties and from his previous roles at the renowned Extell Development and Turner
Construction.

He began his career as a Registered Architect and a LEED Accredited Professional, having worked at the
iconic Rafael Vinoly Architects. He has also gained experience in real estate in a nonprofit setting by
serving as a Trustee of The Hudson School, where he advises on campus expansion initiatives. Atif's work
has been covered by Fortune Magazine, Technology Review, The Real Deal and Commercial Observer.
He's also a frequent speaker on the future of buildings and cities on popular industry podcasts and
conferences, including this past year at Yale AREA Conference, Columbia Real Estate Symposium, Open
Data Week NYC and Austin Design Week. Atif studied at MIT where I received dual bachelor's degrees in
Architecture and in Urban Planning, and at Columbia Business School where I received an MBA focusing
in Finance. 

Ryan Swehla (‘01SEAS) is Co-CEO and Co-Founder at Graceada Partners, a real
estate private equity firm focused on institutionalizing secondary & tertiary
markets from within – a combination of entrenched market knowledge and
institutional expertise. Mr. Swehla provides strategic direction and oversees
capital sourcing for Graceada Partners’ portfolio. He serves on Graceada Partners’
investment committee and focuses on strategic capital relationships, leading
Graceada Partners’ sponsorship of three real estate funds.  

Mr. Swehla’s insights on the real estate investing climate have been cited in Institutional Real Estate
Americas, The New York Times, Forbes, Barron’s, Commercial Property Executive, REIT Magazine, Epoch
Times and other publications.

He has been a speaker on subjects ranging from institutional investment in secondary markets, the
future of office, and sustainability at TEXPERS, Institutional Real Estate Americas, Institute for Private
Investors, and the Campden Wealth conferences.

Mr. Swehla holds CCIM and CPM designations and graduated from Columbia University with a BS in
Engineering and Management with minors in Finance and Economics.

https://www.graceadapartners.com/


Columbia Alumni Global Sustainability Network (CAGSN) is an international, multidisciplinary
community interested in creating a shared sustainable future. We are committed to building an alumni
network of professionals interested in promoting sustainability and fostering meaningful connections
within the University and worldwide. CAGSN is a volunteer-run Shared Interest Group (SIG) of the
Columbia Alumni Association (CAA). With the support of the CAA, we are registered as a tax-exempt
organization. Connect with us on LinkedIn here.

Real Estate Network of the Columbia Alumni Association (RENCAA) brings together alumni from all
schools and from all aspects of the Real Estate industry. Programs and events range from networking
happy hours to virtual tours of up and coming spaces. To connect with RENCAA click here.

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/14091833/
https://realestate.alumni.columbia.edu/

