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Bianca Manning

Hello everyone. My name is Bianca Manning. I'm a Gomeroi woman and I

currently live on Yuggera country in the place now called Brisbane. I'm Common

Grace's Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander justice coordinator. And I'm excited

today to facilitate a conversation with three incredible Aboriginal Christian

leaders. As we reflect upon Reconciliation as Love in Action, this National

Reconciliation Week. I encourage you to open your ears and your heart to deeply

listen with a spirit of humility, friendship, and Reconciliation. So I'm honoured to

welcome Pastor Uncle Ray Minniecon Aunty Sue Hodges and Adam Gowen.

Thank you so much for taking time to share with us today. I'd firstly love to hear

from each of you a bit about yourself. Who is your mob? What Country are you

living on? And a little bit about your work or ministry. Shall we start with you

Aunty Sue?

Aunty Sue Hodges

Hello, all you folks out there. It's a pleasure to be here and happy National

Reconciliation Week. So my mob is the Wiradjuri mob from out Wellington, New

South Wales. And yes, I went home for Easter and it was really nice to go out at

Burrendong dam and do some camping with all the family just kind of like took

me home and it's just a real spiritual feeling that I get when I cross over the

borders from Awabakal, Wanarua or into Wiradjuri Country. At the moment, I'm

living on Awabakal country in Newcastle area, down on Lake Macquarie, which is

just beautiful here. Now the work I do with the Salvation Army is I'm an Aboriginal

and Torres Strait Islander Engagement Coordinator, and I cover New South Wales

and the Australian Capital Territory. But I'm a part of a national body of people

who are working across Australia. Now the sorts of things that I do is to provide

resources and materials to personnel within the Army, so that we can make the

Salvation Army a culturally competent place for our mob when they come into

any of our services like a family store. And we're hoping that we'll be able to get



some mannequins dressed up in the colours, you know, during the week. But we

also have a Reconciliation Action Plan that we've handed out to Corps Officers

and personnel to be able to look at actions that they can actually strive to ticke off

to put in place so that you know, whenever people come along, that they feel that

this is a culturally safe place to be in. And that you know, we want to see our

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people flourish who come to the Salvation

Army.

Bianca Manning

Amazing, thank you so much Aunty Sue. Can I pass it to you Uncle Ray.

Uncle Ray Minniecon

Yes, Ray Minniecon on from the Kabi Kabi people on my father's side. And on my

mother's side Goreng Goreng. And my grandfather was taken from and

remanded in Vanuatu as a part of the 60,000 or more South Sea Islanders who

were brought into as slaves into Australia here back in the 18th century / 19th

century. That's who I am I'm here in Glebe, I fellowship here. I've got a little

fellowship called Scar Tree Ministries that's located within St. John's Anglican

Church here in Glebe. And I'm what you would call a community Chaplain, that's

me.

Bianca Manning

Great, thank you so much. And Adam.

Adam Gowen

Thank you Bianca, lovely to be here with you all. I'm also Wiradjuri like Aunty Sue

and have cultural connections to Yuin culture, country and people and live on

Yuin Country here in a little place called Ulladulla, love it down here love the

country here and love all the mob all across these lands. So it's really great to be

here with you all. I'm involved in education, it's my job in higher education, but

also involved in Common Grace. I sit on the board of Common Grace as the

Deputy Chair, also involved in a little ministry here in Ulladulla it's called Safe

Waters Community Care and we're about connecting with vulnerable people and

offering Crisis Accommodation, things like that. And go to a church called

Groundswell Church, which is part of the Acts Global Churches Network.



Bianca Manning

So good to hear from you all. Amazing. So in light of Common Grace's theme for

this year's National Reconciliation Week, I'd like to pose the question to each of

you: What does Reconciliation as Love in Action mean to you? Could we start with

you Uncle Ray?

Uncle Ray Minniecon

Well the theme for this year, here in Australia anyways, is to Be Brave, Make

Change. And it's a challenge to all of us to be brave and tackle the unfinished

business of reconciliation. So we can make a change for all. But it does highlight

the big questions that we have around reconciliation, and it's a very meaty

questions. Now, what is reconciliation? Why does it matter to me? Why should I

be responsible for it? I mean, is reconciliation an end goal to be achieved? Or is it

a process? Is it a collective responsibility? Why am I responsible for meaningful

implementation of reconciliation? How am I benefiting from indigenous

perspectives on reconciliation? And what happened to Aboriginal people? Is

reconciliation about land rights? Is it about decolonization? Is it about trying to

analyse the colonial legacy that we have in this country. Is reconciliation about

creation? And looking after creation? So I think there's a lot of challenges around

this, I mean, we now have the major themes for Aboriginal people, here politically

and socially is truth telling, treaty, and voice. Will love in action give us any of

those kinds of, bring about some kind of results for that? Is that what

reconciliation is about? And so I sometimes struggle. And I was, I was also taken

aback by the fact that when you were talking about the scriptures there, you

didn't bring in the main scripture from Second Corinthians chapter was chapter

five, particularly from verse 17 onwards, where there is a huge, big challenge there

for all of us because, you know, if anyone is in Christ he's a new creation, or new

creation has come, the old is gone, the new is here. And because all of this has

been, is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, what does that

mean? It has given us two things, one, the ministry of reconciliation, and also the

message of reconciliation. And then the third thing is that this is the only place in

the Scriptures where Christ has given us also, well the Scriptures have given us

also another title, another, another responsibility, another role and that point that

we are His ambassadors. And if I was to base my understanding of what an



ambassador is, to someone who is like the ambassador to China or the UN, then I

have a huge responsibility in making sure that reconciliation is is a very important

part of who I am in my ministry. And so when you say love in action, that should

be just a natural, it's this, you know, no discussion, it's just get out there and do.

Love is a verb is not a noun to be discussed. You know, just pull your finger out,

walk out the door, and out there in the streets is where love needs to be. Because

there's so much hurt and pain in the community. So, yeah, the the challenge of

reconciliation is very huge. And we're the only nation on the planet, actually, that

has some kind of a template of reconciliation that comes out of the Council for

reconciliation. And just as a backdrop to that, too remember that the Council for

reconciliation came out of a Royal Commission back in 1985, and was the Royal

Commission into black deaths in custody. Now, to me, that's a failed investigation

into the deaths and custody of our people, because we're now looking at 500,

since that handing out of that royal commission of our people who have died in

custody, both male and female.

And so it's it's very challenging time for us, as Indigenous peoples, as Indigenous

Christians, to actually think through these particular major political, social and

theological issues. And see how we fit into the ministry as well as the message of

reconciliation in our own communities, and our own nation. So we've got this

template, we're the only country in the planet that's got a template for

reconciliation, reflect, innovate, stretch, and elevate. And that acronym is very

important. And I've done you know, a number of RAP plans for for a number of

organisations. It's a starting point, it's not the endpoint. And for them, you know,

they're looking at ways of making their companies a lot more user friendly for

Aboriginal people. And that's good. But isn't it interesting that when you look at

the RAP plan for that, and the RAP plans that we have with churches, we should

not even have one, If we've got the ministry and the message of reconciliation.

And we're doing that in action. The big challenge for us is how do we engage

with our non-Indigenous brothers and sisters to make this message real to them

in terms of their relationship to Indigenous Australians, as well as to others.

Because we're now in a multicultural society, which I prefer to call it a

multinational society it's not a multicultural society, because these people come

from different nations. And they come into a country that is full of different nation

groups. The Wiradjuri nation is different to the Kabi Kabi nation, different to the



Walpiri nation. This is a multi national country, so somehow we've got to change

the language to what we mean because if we say that we're from these particular

nation groups, then we're automatically and if we say we are Christians, we're

automatically ambassadors for Christ from those particular regions. And we need

to then act appropriately and act accordingly. I better shut up. I'll stop there.

Bianca Manning

No, that was great. Thank you so much Uncle Ray. So much to think about. Aunty

Sue or Adam, did you have any thoughts from that?

Adam Gowen

Sure, thanks Aunty. Yeah, I love what Uncle Ray said, I think that's great. For me,

when I thought about it, I thought about it, as Jesus as the Logos word, the

expression of love, the embodied expression of what love is, if God is love, and

Jesus is the Logos Word of God, that we have this example of this expression of a

concept that takes form in the life, the teaching, the death, the resurrection, the

ascension of Jesus Christ, our great teacher. I think that there's a real wonderful

example of how he lived in this sacrificial love, that we can kind of embody in our

own lives in our own ministry, in our own expression of what we want to bring to

the places where we inhabit in places where we are located. I also thought about

it from the aspect of that humility, and that that Hamas word that that humility

comes from being close to the Earth and I think that's really important part of

reconciliation, too. It's you it's all this caught up with reconciliation to God,

reconciliation to our fellow people, and reconciliation to the earth and to the

creation. And I think all those things are important parts of what reconciliation

means there's all these relationships. And I think that's the key thing. It's a

relational act, is to reconcile. And so we've got to understand that we exist in the

context of relationships, not in the context of things like what Uncle Ray was

saying, just before it's not a noun, it's a verb, it's a relational thing that we've got to

be involved with and engage in. So it's all about relationship from there.

Aunty Sue Hodges

Yeah, both really good points of view and totally agree. When I was thinking

about this, when I was thinking about this theme, action, Love, I wanted to kind of

come back to something that I thought Christians would understand. And it can



be found in Luke 10:25- 37. And it's an old old parable that people always told. And

it's the one of the Good Samaritan. Jesus used the example of the Jews and the

Samaritans but we can use the examples of the non-Indigenous and Indigenous.

Okay. And the thing is, there's been so much fighting between now different

mobs forever. And you know, it's really nice that we have reconciliation and

people think that's really cool. And they come from a place of love. But you know,

what they're really good at engaging with me, and Adam and Uncle Ray. But

when we think about people who aren't our friends, people we're not familiar

with, people who we might consider as enemies, people who might, who we

might think, have done all these horrible things in society, like break and enters,

and, you know, and they're in there they're the highest number of incarcerated

and obviously, they must be really bad people. They're the ones we've got to love.

Okay, so talking about and building on what Uncle Ray said, I think it's really easy

to fall into a trap of like being very nice and doing all these lovely things. But love

in action, from where I'm coming from a social perspective of human rights is

about helping people who need your help, not the ones who don't need it. So, you

know, when we look at this, this parable, it's about Jesus telling of a man who was

travelling from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he was attacked by these robbers. Now,

he was badly beaten and left dead and the first person to pass the injured man

was a priest. Now we're talking to you Christians out there, you're the priests,

you're the ones that are administering God's word you are the ones that are in

control of your parish or your corp or your church. So we need you to be good

examples of what it means to be a good Samaritan. Okay? Not just the ones that

come through your door, who, you know, they're on Sundays and really lovely.

And I know that might be a bit of a judgement statement, but I'm asking you to

step outside of what you've been currently doing, and do something more. The

second person to pass the injured man was a Levite, a priest assistant. He also

crossed the road, you know that he crossed the road and he continued to walk by

the man without helping him so then the third person came along and it was a

Samaritan.

So it could be you and I am praying that it's somebody who can help my people.

When that Samaritan saw the man he took pity on him. Now, I don't want pity,

right? But I want your help. And I just want to lift up so reconciliation, putting

action in love means helping without with and coming from a strength based,



knowing that that person already comes from ancestors and warriors. That

person comes from being able to survive in in a really harsh environment, coming

from a place of love. He bandaged and cleaned the wounds and then he put the

man on the back of his donkey, his donkey, not someone else's. Put it put in in his

car, not borrowed a car or somebody else's, he put him in his car. So if that man

was stinky, dirty and bleeding everywhere he was, he was okay with that he was

cool with that. All right, that's, that's something that you come with when you're

working with people who are, you know, being downtrodden and he took him too

an innkeeper. And he paid him to look after him, he didn't give him somebody

else's money, he took money out of his wallet, and he gave it to the innkeeper.

And he said here looked after him. And if it comes to any more, just let me know

when I come back, and I'll give it to you. So that's taking responsibility for yourself,

not just and look, I think that action in love means that you do it because you

want to, not because you want to tick a box, not because you think that

somebody else might be looking at you and thinking what a good person you

are. You know, it's the deeds we do in secret that God sees. And I'm just hoping

and praying that, you know, when it comes to actions in love, that we can all be

good Samaritans. And it might be and I'm going to talk about my passions, I'm

going to talk about other ministries that I'm involved in shortly. But I think that I

just, I just really want to push the issue of get out of your comfort zone, do

something that makes the butterflies jump around in your belly. Right? Don't just

sit there and be all passive and just do what you think so that's alright, that's,

that'll get me through this year. No, be brave. Hey, be brave and make change,

enough. Thank you.

Bianca Manning

Yes, powerful Aunty Sue. Thank you. Yes, love is messy. Love is complicated. But

that's what we're called to do. We're called we receive, we have received God's

incredible love. And you know, what other response should we have but to yeah,

make sacrifices ourselves to love others. I was wondering, Adam, what Uncle Ray,

even from Aunty Sue's talk, was there anything that came to your mind or

anything else you wanted to share?

Adam Gowen

I love both what Auntie and Uncle have covered, it's both, you know, it's



incumbent on us as individual people, but also as groups of people. And as

societies at this big level, it's all different levels. There's lots of different strands

coming through there. And I think that's really important to kind of tweeze out a

bit that we, you know, that it's not just, we can't just leave it to our groups, or our

churches or our synods, or our you know, big groups there. It's something that we

do ourselves. And it's also not something just that we do ourselves, but

something that we actually need to influence up into those bigger groups that

were part of as well, that it's both and it's not either, or, you can't go oh, I don't

need to do anything, because my church has a ministry that does that or the

other way around. You know, it's both and that we need to do stuff ourselves. And

as part of the groups that were involved in.

Uncle Ray Minniecon

The theme says at all for this year for 2022. Reconciliation just to be brave and

make the changes necessary to bring about tackle some of the unfinished

business of reconciliation, even at the local level in your church level. How do you

break down the the the walls of the church and reach out to your people in your

own community who are hurting and going through a whole range of other

incredible issues at this particular stage in our human journey, whether we've got

a we've got wars going on at the moment, we've got COVID we've got a whole

range of silly politicians running around trying to get our votes. And all of these

other bigger things, but right outside the church door, are the homeless are the

women who are being bashed every day family violence, our young children

being taken and putting him into jail, at such a young age. You know, we've got to

raise the age. I know we've got a program with the Indigenous peoples

organisation and we've got a campaign for to raise the age to 14 now. Me

personally, I want it to be raised about 16 or 18. I think it's too young even at that

age. And I'd rather see it as 16 minimum and, you know, when you walk into these

prisons there and see these young kids being treated like, with such incredible

indignity, it makes you sick to the stomach, but they're the places that we need to

be in terms of the reconciliatory processes or love in action, and face those

consequences of what the kids will say to us, because we're Christians. So yeah,

we've got a lot of work to do outside the church door, we just can't come from the

church door back into our homes and close the door. That's not what the ministry

or the message of reconciliation is about.



Aunty Sue Hodges

Yeah, I think, I think one thing I'd like to actually say is that this should be done

24/7 every day of the year, National Reconciliation Week is a great time to remind

us, Hey, we get that I think it's just something that we've got to be mindful of all

the time, you know, if we see, if we see someone down and out, then it's God

saying to us, I'll put you in this place right now, where that person is, what can you

do? I guess sometimes it doesn't have to be really big things like, you know, it can

be just the little things that we can do to show love. It might be knowing that

we've got a family down the road, who are doing it tough, it might be you know,

get a few extra groceries and drop them off, or buy a bunch of flowers for a

person who's had someone die. Or, you know, I think that the love in action, we've

got to be like, Jesus, and I could have talked about Jesus and all the wonderful

things that He's done. He was the he was the inventor, the epitome of

reconciliation. He brought so many people from different nations, Christian, non

Christian, sinners, prostitutes, taxpayers, all these people together, he showed

other people how to love right? If he can do it, we can do it. So it's not like it hasn't

been done before. And, I think that when we're going about our business, yeah,

have a look at what your church can do, to maybe have a have a morning tea and

get some people in and, you know, do some flag raising, invite some elders in and

do some significant things that you don't do every other day of the year, or things

that you feel not so confident about. Because I guarantee you'll feel better, you

really will, you'll feel so much better. And then when you start thinking about

National Reconciliation Week, think about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

people through Christmas, think about them, you know, maybe join some other

groups that are actually supporting First Nations people. So I just, yeah, I just

believe that, you know, we don't know, we don't know who's around us. We don't

know how tough they're doing it. And it would just be great if we can just reach

out and, and show, touch people with some love. Love, love just, it just heals so



many different wounds, you know, and it might be the first time that someone

has even been spoken nice to, you know, bringing a chair out for a lady might be

the first time she's ever had a gentleman to do something like that for her. And it

might be a cooked meal for a guy who's a widow, what do you call a guy that's

lost his wife, you know, someone who's been just living on their own that you

know, that's in your community, a party or church who doesn't not necessarily get

nice things done for them. I just think it's those those lovely things that we can do

to spread the love because it let's make it contagious. You know, let's make it like

a pandemic.

Adam Gowen

Love the way that the Bible sometimes refers to some of that stuff, Aunty as

tender mercies. We look at the words that that's built on it. It's, it's kind of this

mercy that you feel in your guts, it's his mercy that's related to inside in your

spleen, it's in there. So it's a really deep feeling of mercy that you feel right down

in here. And I love that. I love that. Also, you know what you're saying before about

feeling the butterflies that's in there too. And you know, just step out, be brave

and take on that tender mercy role of showing that tender mercy that comes

from in here comes from, you know, our Creator. We are working through us in

that way. So beautiful. Thanks Aunty.

Bianca Manning

So good, thank you so much. Well it’s time to wrap up. Were there any other final

things anyone would like to share before we close our time together?

Aunty Sue Hodges

Look, can I talk about how I support people who have been impacted by having

someone in jail, and how I’m a part of Kairos Prison Ministry and if there’s anyone

out there who would like to know more about Kairos, please google it. Just go on

google it. There’s just so many lives that have been transformed through the love

of Jesus with Kairos Prison Ministry. And the statistics are outrageous, I think 50%

of those in youth detention centers are Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

youths. 28% of the population in jail for adults is Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander. We only make up 3.3% of Australia’s population, so why is that so high?

You can go on and have a look, it’s just incredible. But for our ministry what we do



is we form teams, Christian teams, who go into prisons and give the message of

Jesus. And my life has also been changed through Kairos Prison Ministry. And all

my brothers have been in jail, my dad had been in jail. In a lot of situations it was

only for minor stuff, like stupid stuff. Do you know there’s like 75% of those in jail

who are waiting to be sentenced who haven’t even been given a criminal

sentence, they’re just waiting, waiting waiting waiting. So what our ministry does,

is that we cover three arms, Kairos inside, where we have teams that go into jails

and minister the love of Jesus, we show them love by feeding them, we show

them love by singing with them, we show them love by in some cases, you know

one time I went in and it was basically one of the kids wanted to know how to

pray, because they hadn’t heard, and it was like well let’s learn the Lord’s prayer.

And then there's women who’ve got a loved one in jail or a friend, and they’re also

doing time with their loved ones that are in prison. They don’t sometimes call

them loved ones, sometimes they just want to smack em around and get them

into gear but you know you’ve got that bloodline so therefore you’ve got that real

sense of responsibility, and love comes later. So it's about supporting those ladies

outside and it might be just being on the other end of a phone call and just

telling them that you’re keeping them in your prayers and that you’re thinking of

them and that you’re journeying alongside them. And then there’s the youth so

we have a program called Torch which some of you may have also heard of and

Torch is designed for those in juvenile justice and you know I’ve been into prisons

where we’ve had the Aboriginal boys in maximum security. I was listening to a

friend last week who was telling me they went and seen a young person in jail

that had chains around their hands, around their leg and a chain connecting the

bracelets and the anklets and it’s just amazing that that level of security can be

put in place. And look, If you do nothing, pray for our people who are doing it

tough, show your love that way. And I think that if people want to get involved in

a ministry that’s supporting our First Nations people there’s plenty of ways that

you can do that, I know Common Grace have got a number of areas there that

you can tap into, even thinking about global warming, recycling, if you’re thinking

about other things that you can do, please, and I don’t want to take up too much

longer, but I think it’s really important that the social issues that I strongly have

on my heart is supporting those in jain, we’ve heard about the Stolen Generation,

we’ve heard about intergenerational trauma, please find out more about those



things, find out about how they impact on our people. You know, my cousins, my

uncles, my aunties, you may even have family yourself that have been impacted,

and just love on them, because it’s, and let them know that Jesus loves them,

those little seeds will just grow, and I would just pray that people will come to

know Jesus through your love.

Bianca Manning

Amazing, thank you Aunty Sue. Any final words Uncle Ray or Adam?

Adam Gowen

I’ll let Uncle go, he’s got something to say, he’s sitting on it I can see.

Uncle Ray Minniecon

Unmute okay, you go first bro.

Adam Gowen

I just think that there’s, in some ways it’s exciting that we get to participate in this

process of reconciliation, and it’s towards, like what Uncle Ray was saying before,

that a process and an end goal, and that end goal I think is healing, and we’re all

kind of moving towards that point through this process of being ministers of

reconciliation as Uncle Ray was pointing to in that passage in 2 Corinthians. So

I’m just grateful to be involved in the conversation, and just to bring it back to

what I think that the main thing is relationships, being willing to get into

relationships in the way that you can relate to each other and  be called out on

stuff, be willing to be called on things, and be willing to be wrong about stuff and

have those conversations, those conversations are really helpful conversations to

move this whole thing forward.

Uncle Ray Minniecon

Amen, I guess we’ll leave the scriptures say the last words for us: Be reconciled to

God, we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God, we are therefore

ambassadors as though God were making his appeal through us. That’s very very

political very very powerful and I think part of what we are called to do. There is a

Filipino tribal group, when they were looking at this particular passage, that’s

what they were trying to express in their language, when you put it in English. As

for us we are the messengers of Christ, in which it is like God is the one who is



urging, making an agreement with people, in which we are the ones He is relying

on as the teachers of his word, therefore, very intense is our urging of people to

submit to God so that they can be reconciled to Him, amen.

Bianca Manning

I want to thank Uncle Pastor Ray Minniecon, Aunty Sue Hodges, and Adam

Gowen for generously taking the time to share with us today. I want to honour

each of you for your rich contribution to the Australian church and also the way

you have allowed God to use your voice, your heart and your hands to pave the

way for younger ones like myself. So thank you so much and goodbye everyone.
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