
I am blessed to open up this Lent series on the Lord's Prayer as together we journey in prayer, reflection,
hope, and anticipation leading up to Easter. As senior Aboriginal Christian leader, Auntie Jean Phillips says,
it is only through the cross that we can truly come together and experience healing and justice. 

Over the past year, I've personally become even more appreciative of this season of Lent. Since becoming a
Christian, I've attended mostly Pentecostal churches, but for the last year I've also been going to a Catholic
church regularly. Last year during the Lent season, I was so in awe at the way we were led in mass through
the story leading up to the cross, totally immersing ourselves in the story of Jesus' life, his service, his
suffering, death, and resurrection. So as we go on this journey together, in this significant year for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Justice, may we keep our eyes family fixed on Jesus, both as we reflect on the
Easter story and also as we open our hands to be used by him.

Today, the first line of the Lord's Prayer, ‘Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name’ reminds me of two
things. Firstly, that we are all so connected. God is our Father. We don't pray, ‘my Father’, we look to God
together as the creator of all things, of all creation, of all peoples. We have been made one with Christ and
joined together as the family of God. When I rejoice, you rejoice. When I suffer, you suffer. And when my
people flourish, we all flourish and heal. 

The second thing that stands out to me is the importance of knowing who God is, of recognising God's
holiness and the power that God's name holds. God's ways are higher than ours. His thoughts are higher.
We pray knowing that our God is compassionate and just, and even amidst the weight of suffering and
pain we trust and hold onto peace. 

I praise God for our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Christian leaders of the past and present. And as
we take a posture of deep listening and humility in prayer, this Lent, may we know that we are connected,
that our God is holy, and may we work together to see God's kingdom come. Thank you.

Join us in meditating on the Lord's Prayer this Lent with an opening reflection by
Bianca Manning on ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name’.

Hello, my name is Bianca Manning. I'm a Gomaroi woman on my mother's side. I live and work on the
lands of the Yuggera and Yugambeh Peoples. I'm Common Grace's Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Justice Coordinator and I've been blessed to work with Common Grace for four years now. I have a social
work degree, and also spend part of my week supporting Auntie Jean Phillips' ministry in the Brisbane and
Logan areas.

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be your name
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