
My line that I was given to read in the Lord's Prayer is 'Your kingdom come'. I love this line because it's
probably my favourite line actually in the whole thing, so I was really stoked to get this line and be able to
reflect on it. 

I see God's kingdom as really the establishment and getting back to the right relatedness. And we've just
had a big conversation with a couple of Common Grace mob about sovereignty and about different things.
And I see 'Your kingdom come' is really about this idea of sovereignty and right relationship, that there's a
reciprocal relatedness involved here. And so we're actually getting back to where we're asking for God to
bring back that right relationship that existed at the beginning of time, that we have right relationship to
ourselves, to our own identity, to our own person. 

We have right relationship to our people, all people, all different people that are around us. We have right
relationship to Country and all the elements that are involved in Country. And we have right relationship to
the spiritual realm to spiritual beings, and ultimately to God our Father, our Creator, the original author, the
perfecter of our faith. 

So it's about how can all these relationships, which are broken and fraught in all different ways because of
how we live and where we are, and the whole history of what's got us to here. We're saying, "God fix all
these things we desire to get back to where all these things worked as they were intended to in your
perfect plan, in your perfect conceptualisation of this world and our relationships". And we want to get
back  to where we can be just so pure and beautiful and those relationships will really bring forth
flourishing in all areas. That's what I want to see when I pray that prayer, when I pray 'Your kingdom of God
come', I'm praying "God let all those relationships, all these elements of relatedness, become perfect again,
like your original design". And the original concept, that's what we are desiring. We want to get back to
that and we know we can get back to that place through the finished work of Jesus. And so that for me is
what I'm praying 'Your kingdom come'. 
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My name is Adam Gowen. I'm a Wiradjuri man with cultural connections to Yuin Country and I'm on Yuin
Country today. So paying respect to Yuin country to elders past, present and ones that are yet to come. I
acknowledge their stories and the songlines that are just so enmeshed in the place where I am. It's a
beautiful place here. I love living here. It's a great privilege to live on this beautiful land. I'm the Deputy
Chair of Common Grace and I am involved in higher education. I'm a dad, that's one of my favourite roles
being a dad. I've got three beautiful kids. My son just started high school this week, so that's been a really
cool little journey that he's going on right now.


