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Downsview Lands Development – TCBN Blog Post

Downsview Lands is currently in the planning stages for a large-scale mixed-use
development that will see new housing, commercial and greenspace brought into the
area. With approximately 520 acres spread across the lands owned by Northcrest
Developments and Canada Lands Company (CLC), in addition to the 73 acres of the
Allen East District (57 acres of which is to be developed) owned by the City of Toronto
(CreateTO), the combined size is relative to a sizeable chunk of the Downtown Toronto
Core. Given the massive land size and multi-year phased development process, the
ramifications for the community and City at large are substantial.

Over the summer, the Toronto Community Benefits Network launched our ‘CBA for
Downsview’ campaign to inform and engage our network members and supporters from
across the City about this proposed large scale development. We have been eager to
hear from network and community supporters through information sessions and
meetings to discuss the importance of mobilizing to demand access to good jobs and
inclusive local economies at Downsview. Some of the key themes that we have been
hearing include good jobs for equity deserving groups, environmental sustainability,
social procurement, affordable housing and community spaces.

TCBN has been encouraged by the support and involvement from elected officials in the
Downsview area including local City Councillor James Pasternak and MP Ya’ara Saks
who’ve expressed their support for TCBN and the CBAforDownsview campaign. We
would also like to recognize Northcrest Developments and Canada Lands Company
who have participated in TCBN meetings to present information on its development
proposal/process/timelines and answer questions from the audience.

Toronto Community Benefits Network (TCBN) has been heavily involved in the
engagement process since the beginning of the development. TCBN has hosted our
own information sessions when it comes to the Downsview Lands development.

TCBN have actively participated in the various processes currently in place with the
development including the id8 consultation process, the Northcrest/CLC Official Plan
Amendment and District Planning processes to ensure community benefits and
inclusive local economies are an important component of the development planning
process. Furthermore, through the Allen East District planning and engagement
process, TCBN was able to advocate for a City Council motion where a community
benefits vision is to be included in future construction phases on the Allen East District.
Recently, with the City of Toronto’s Update Downsview consultation process, we are
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http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2021.NY25.6
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encouraged to see that a section focused on community benefits and economic
development will be discussed and reviewed as part of the process.

With these processes, it is also important to understand why a CBA needs to be agreed
to and included early on in the process. The purpose of a CBA is to ensure
accountability and secure a commitment in writing that will include minimum targets for
local and equity hiring for good jobs, training or apprenticeships, social procurement
opportunities for local businesses, diverse owned businesses and social enterprises as
well as neighbourhood improvements like green spaces, recreational facilities and
affordable housing. Since the development will be carried out over a predicted time
frame of 50 years, it is important to secure a CBA early on in the process with an
agreement in writing that commits to hard targets over the years of development while
ensuring an equitable and accountable foundation is in place.

One example of where CBAs have been embedded as part of large scale, mixed use,
multi-phased private developments can be seen with TCBN’s work in securing the
Woodbine Casino CBA, which was signed by the City of Toronto in 2018 and will be in
effect for the next 17 years. In addition, in 2019, the City of Toronto’s Community
Benefits Framework came into fruition with TCBN’s support which “focuses on ways to
maximize the use of City of Toronto levers (such as procurement, real estate
transactions, or financial incentives for specific sectors and uses) to create inclusive and
equitable economic opportunities through community benefits initiatives.” This provides
an opportunity to lay the foundation for an approach to CBA’s at Downsview that can
ensure that we learn from best practices, leverage TCBN and City of Toronto staff
expertise (recently established Community Benefits Office) early on in the development
planning process.

Looking ahead, TCBN’s Downsview Community Benefits Committee will be the next
step of the ‘CBAforDownsview’ campaign focusing on bringing together a collective
group of stakeholders, network members and residents to support in the development of
a shared community benefits vision. We will also continue to monitor and  actively
participate in upcoming consultations and committee meetings related to both the
Northcrest/CLC development applications and the City of Toronto’s Update Downsview
Secondary Plan review process.

All in all, TCBN will continue to be a part of these ongoing processes both external and
internal in order to secure a CBA for the Downsview Lands Development with each of
the three main land stakeholders, while advocating for an equitable planning and
development process. We encourage you to stay updated by visiting our
CBAforDownsview website and attend upcoming TCBN meetings.

https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/8cc5-CityPlanning-Update-Downsview-Public-Information-Boards-January-19-2022.pdf
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accountability-operations-customer-service/long-term-vision-plans-and-strategies/community-benefits-framework/community-benefits-agreements/
https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accountability-operations-customer-service/long-term-vision-plans-and-strategies/community-benefits-framework/

