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Welcome to Celebrating Integration: Advancing Racial Equity
Together, this year in honor of Abigail P. Cotler and Khalil G.
Muhammad. They are outstanding community members who have
given so much time and talent to the Community Coalition on Race.
From committee support, program development, program leadership,
advice, and advocacy, they have done it all.

This year we are proud to have celebrated the organization's 25th
anniversary. We honored that milestone with a look back how the
Coalition on Race started, the conflicts and controversies the organizers
faced, and with a retrospective on how it has grown to face ongoing
and new issues in integration and equity. Be sure to tune into Light the
Way, the podcast series, to hear more.

We were especially excited to present on the topic of reparations,
support the establishment of a task force in NJ to research reparations,
and to launch the Wealth Gap Equalizer Loan, all of which are critical
efforts to address home ownership disparities locally. We honored Dr.
King  and lit luminaries throughout the towns and we celebrated
Juneteenth. We continued our advocacy for the adoption of the
Amistad and AAPI school curricula. We brought people together in
Integrated Art Circles, anti-racism trainings, and to discuss community
safety and policing.
 
This fall, we look forward to our annual Conversations on Race, this
year organized by the Schools Committee on the timely and important
topic of Critical Race Theory, to a Neighborhood Summit, and to a
presentation on demographics with a focus on changes in diversity and
integration in SOMA.

Your support allows us to grow, to stay the course on ongoing equity
challenges, and meet new issues in integration, and for that we thank
you!

Kelly Quirk, Chair and Nancy Gagnier, Executive Director







Abigail P. Cotler
Abby Cotler has lived in Maplewood with her husband Don
and 2 sons Joaquin and Ezequiel since 1985. She is the 7th of
8 children and her family is from Puerto Rico. She grew up in
Patchogue, Long Island where there was very little diversity.
When they first moved here, Maplewood and South Orange
were not the diverse communities they strive to be today.
There were frequent and overtly racist incidents in both
towns against African Americans, Jews, other people of color,
and newly arrived immigrants. In 1991 Abby worked with a
diverse group living in both towns to act against the racism.
In those early years, the towns held celebrations recognizing
their diversity and there were some groups beginning to
address access and equity issues in the schools and in local
government. 
In 1992 Abby took the next step in her effort to work on school integration and
equity. She was elected to the SOMSD Board of Education and served 3
consecutive terms. She was elected Vice President 6 of those 9 years. She also
served as the Board liaison to the Coalition for several years. While serving on
the school board, she pushed for the elimination of grouping or tracking
practices and advocated for inclusion, access, and equity in all educational and
extracurricular activities throughout all grade levels for all students in our schools
and also advocated for the need to train staff on cultural and racial diversity. She
also joined community and school board members of neighboring towns to
advocate for increased state funding not only for our district but for Newark and
other urban/suburban school districts.

In addition to her BOE work, Abby worked at Seton Hall University as a
counselor for MLK scholars and for the Puerto Rican institute. She has been on
the District Parenting Center Board since its inception and headed its toy drive
for many years.

Abby joined the Board of Trustees in 2005 and has been on the Schools
Committee all the years she served as a trustee, and multiple years as an officer
on the Executive Committee. “As a Puerto Rican, I always felt a bit like an
outsider, even when serving on some of the boards I have been invited to serve
on. Sometimes I felt my motivations were questioned or misunderstood. I have
never felt this way while serving on the  Community Coalition on Race. At the
Coalition we genuinely make an effort to understand each other’s motives and
opinions. I don’t feel like it’s a struggle to be heard or understood. My opinions
are respected and often my ideas are embraced.” Her focus on the Schools
Committee has been on the elimination of the achievement gap, integration in
all classrooms, and on all access and equity issues. In addition, Abby has been
instrumental in providing translation support for parent outreach efforts and for
the Coalition’s COVID 19 Resource publication.



Khalil Gibran Muhammad
Khalil and his wife, Stephanie Lawson-Muhammad,
moved to South Orange with their three children in 2011
when he was selected as the director of the Schomburg
Center for Research in Black Culture in Harlem. His first
volunteer role with Coalition followed very soon after in
2012: he was the keynote speaker at the MLK Observance
& Volunteer Fair.
Initially intending to work in finance, Muhammad
completed his B.A. degree in economics at the University
of Pennsylvania in 1993, but changed course two years
later, beginning his Ph.D. work in history. Following his 
from Rutgers University in 2004, Muhammad worked as an Andrew W. Mellon
Postdoctoral Fellow at the Vera Institute of Justice for two years. He then joined
the faculty of Indiana University in Bloomington as an associate professor of
history, where he taught for five years, focusing his teaching and research on the
ideas of black criminality following the American Civil War. In late 2015,
Muhammad announced he was leaving the Schomburg Center to join the
faculty of Harvard’s Kennedy School as professor of history, race, and public
policy. He was also hired as the Suzanne Young Murray Professor at the
Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study.

Khalil’s book The Condemnation of Blackness: Race, Crime, and the
Making of Modern Urban America was published in 2010 and was awarded
the John Hope Franklin Publication Prize from the American Studies
Association in 2011. Since its publication, he is a frequent contributor on the
topic, including an interview with Bill Moyers in 2012 and 2016. Muhammad
also delivered lectures at the City University of New York, Rutgers University,
Indiana University, and many others. Muhammad’s commentary on the racial
past of the United States and contemporary policing and criminality was
published in the New York Times, Washington Post, National Public Radio,
and others. A recent project is the podcast Some of My Best Friends Are…
with childhood friend Ben Austen, in which they share their unfiltered
conversations about growing up together in a deeply-divided country, and
navigating that divide as it exists today.

Khalil has been a generous speaker, and advisor at several Coalition on Race
programs and has connected us to other leaders in racial equity and integration.
We are grateful for his leadership in these programs: Taking a Closer Look at
Reparations; Black Health Matters: COVID19 Vaccine and the Black
Community; Conversations on Race: Growing Through Our Discomfort; and
the 2022 Conversations on Race: Critical Race Theory.



Our Mission, Vision, Beliefs, and Goals
Mission
To build and sustain a community that is racially, culturally and socially
integrated and truly inclusive, where there is equity and equality for all.

Vision
We aspire to be a community that is a model for the nation in which
people of different races, ethnic groups and backgrounds can interact,
form friendships and participate fully in the community’s economic,
political, civic, educational and cultural life.

Our schools are racially integrated and have closed the achievement gap.
Students of all races are achieving academic excellence in an equitable
and representative fashion throughout our public school system.
All neighborhoods are racially integrated and truly inclusive in
Maplewood and South Orange.
Government, civic, and business organizations in both towns are racially
representative and have embraced racial integration and inclusion as a
civic value.
It is common throughout the community to see people of all races
socializing together in public and in private
All of this is accomplished while property values in all neighborhoods
continue at optimal levels for the current market conditions.
The South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on Race model is
instrumental in building racially integrated and truly inclusive
communities throughout the nation and other communities ask the
Coalition for consultation and guidance.

Our goals are:

Honest dialogue between racial groups without the constraints of fear is
essential to building meaningful relationships within our organization
and in our community and in our world.
Racial integration, true inclusion, and racially sensitive communities of
faith will ultimately benefit the entire community in all areas that
contribute to quality of life, including schools, housing values, civic life,
business, and government.
Our efforts to achieve a racially integrated and truly inclusive
community need to be both intentional and clear in language and
actions.
The benefits of a racially integrated and truly inclusive community
cannot be attained without taking risks and positions that may challenge
existing ideas.

We believe that:
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Work with a diverse group of your neighbors, be active in
community life, and use your talent in support of racial integration
and inclusion. We have five mission focus areas, each of which
oversees a variety of projects and community events:

Schools This group works to ensure that students of all races are
expected and encouraged to excel in a community that is proud and
supportive of our schools. It focuses on eliminating the academic
achievement gap, promoting parental involvement, providing
resources, information, and training to teachers and parents, and
advocating for diversity hiring and integrated schools and classrooms.

Community Engagement Bringing the community together to
learn, to build relationships across racial and cultural barriers, and to
celebrate differences is the focus of this mission area. Volunteers are
active in one or more events and projects like the annual MLK
Observance, the Luminary Project, Conversations on Race, the Civic
Engagement Institute, Integration through the Arts programs, Coffee
House Discussions, and more.

Marketing Communications Promoting the welcoming and
inclusive nature of our towns to potential home buyers, and raising
local, regional, and national awareness for the Community Coalition
on Race’s mission and programs are the goals of this group. Volunteers
identify target audiences and publications for placing promotional ads,
develop stories, oversee our website and social media marketing, and
support Coalition events with outbound communications.

Residential Using pro-integrative strategies to support stable racial
integration in our towns’ neighborhoods, this group works with
realtors, does targeted outreach to prospective home-buyers, hosts a
Neighborhood Summit, and oversees the Wealth Gap Equalizer Loan
in support of integrated neighborhoods.

Demographics Research This committee identifies baseline data and
methods for assessing the state of stable integration in various areas of
the community, including residential and school integration. It also
assesses racial representation in on boards, committees, and staff of
public entities and monitors home sales activity, rental activity,
housing prices.

Visit our Volunteer page at CommunityCoalitionOnRace.org

Become one of the many volunteers who make the South
Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on Race work!



Stay up-to-date with all upcoming events, sign up for our
e-newsletter, and learn more about volunteering

by visiting our website at

www.communitycoalitiononrace.org

Get social with us!

Tune into our special podcast series Light the Way with
host Rev. Liz Testa. The podcast is available on Apple

and Podbean. Visit our website for direct links.  

https://www.facebook.com/Community.Coalition
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwux3TH64FFjnEQgqTOQcGw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwux3TH64FFjnEQgqTOQcGw
https://www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-sfsb3-11e5b0a?utm_campaign=w_share_ep&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=w_share


Sponsors
We are deeply grateful for the sponsors listed below
who helped to make this annual dinner a success for

the South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on
Race and who are on-going supporters of the mission!

Nancy & Jay Dougherty

Abigail P. & Dr. Donald Cotler

Dr. Ahadi Bugg-Levine &
Antony Bugg-Levine

Stephanie Lawson Muhammad &
Khalil G. Muhammad

Seton Hall University

Kelly Quirk & Martin Ceperley

Fred & Susan Profeta
 

Robert & Fay Marchman



With great love and pride
in our sister

 
Abigail Pastor Cotler

 
on her recognition for

Advancing Racial Equity Together
 

from your Pastor Family
 

Norman and Amalia
Sandy and Lijia

Aurea, Orlando, and Irene
Mary and Tony

David and Nnenna
 

Your kindness, compassion,
dedication and commitment

have touched the hearts of many
and changed the lives of so many more

 





Congratulations to Abby and Khalil
on this well-deserved honor.

    
Abby, you have been a trailblazer and champion for equity and excellence

for all our students. Your tireless efforts have propelled us forward and
guided us toward meaningful, institutional changes in our school district.

It has been a privilege to work alongside you.
 

Khalil, we appreciate your willingness to always share your knowledge
and thoughtfulness with us and our two towns. Our community is better

for having you as a member.
 

 We are proud to honor you both this evening.          
 

Working Together
for

Equity and Excellence
in our Schools

 
Committee Members:

 
Alice Baldwin-Jones
Carol Barry-Austin
Patricia Canning
Bibi Hayakawa
Diane Hughes
Lisa Novemsky

Jane Perry
Larry Petraccaro

Susan Profeta
Jocelyn Ryan

Shayna Sackett-Gable
Ed Stuart

Meredith Sue Willis





BEST WISHES 
to the

 

COMMUNITY COALITION ON RACE
as you 

 

“Celebrate Integration and
Advance Racial Equity Together”

 

and 
CONGRATULATIONS to HONOREES

 

ABIGAIL P. COTLER
&

KHALIL GIBRAN MUHAMMAD
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 MILA M. JASEY
Assemblywoman – District 27

Proudly representing the SOMA Community in Trenton
 



The Center for the Study of Social Policy would like to acknowledge
the transformative nature of the work Professor Khalil Gibran
Muhammad led with our organization. His perspective on the power of
narrative has truly shaped our thinking and helped to ensure that all of
our work is grounded in equity. We thank you Khalil!! 

Who We Are
The Center for the Study of Social Policy works to achieve a racially,
economically, and socially just society in which all children, youth, and
families thrive. We translate ideas into action, promote public policies
grounded in equity, and support strong and inclusive communities. We
advocate with and for all children, youth, and families marginalized by
public policies and institutional practices.

Congratulations to this year's honorees

Abigail P. Cotler
& 

Khalil G. Muhammad

Your generous commitment of time and talent to our
mission makes a difference in our community.

With gratitude,
Kelly Quirk,

Chair of the Board of Trustees 



 
 

The work of the Coalition makes a positive impact
 on our communities and beyond. 

Congratulations to  
Abigail Cotler and Khalil Gibran Muhammad 

for their selfless and ongoing commitment.

 
South Orange Civic Organization

 



ABIGAIL P. COTLER & KHALIL GIBRAN MUHAMMAD

I salute the two of you, Abigail and Khalil as role models of
both personal civic and scholarly engagement, in the
perpetual struggle to make America a better place and
ensuring that the American dream is manifested in the local
community space, of SOMA. Working together we ensure
that SOMA emerges as a model for the nation because of the
conscientious actions of citizens like you.

“Human progress is neither automatic nor inevitable… Every step
toward the goal of justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and struggle;
the tireless exertions and passionate concern of dedicated
individuals.” Martin Luther King, Jr.

Rev. Forrest M. Pritchett, PhD  
Senior Adviser to Provost for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion  
Program Director, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Leadership Program   
Seton Hall University  
  
“What GREAT minds can do”





Congratulations!

Khalil Gibran Muhammad

Thank you for generously sharing
your vast knowledge and deep

commitment to racial equity and
justice with our community.

With appreciation!

Mikki and Derek Murphy
and Family



Congratulations!
Abigail Cotler

 
Thank you for your dedication,

leadership, and many years of service
to the

South Orange/Maplewood
community

and the Community Coalition on
Race.

 
 

Best wishes!
  Mikki Murphy  

 



Well Deserved Congratulations to
Abigail P. Cotler

&
Khalil Gibran Muhammad
For their lives of service

 
Phylis and Carl Peterman

 



Congratulations to Abby Cotler and Khalil
Muhammad. It is always a joy and an inspiration to
work with you! Many thanks for all that you have

done to advance the cause of racial equity and
integration. 

 

Nancy Gagnier
Executive Director 

Information on the home-buying process
How to find a realtor
Housing Counseling
our Wealth Gap Equalizer Loan

Have you visited our targeted marketing website?
Share this website with anyone interested in learning
more about our towns and meeting people who live
here. This site is also rich in resources like

ChooseSOMA.com



Scan the QR code to go to our auction site.
Bidding closes at 10 pm

Thanks for joining us tonight!
We are grateful for your support.

CommunityCoalitionOnRace.org


