
March 2022 Newsletter

The Pursuit of Racial Equity & Integration:
A 25 Year Journey

The South Orange Maplewood Community Coalition on Race
is celebrating its 25th anniversary this year. In an effort to
capture the rich history and accomplishments of the Coalition,
we are hosting an event featuring the voices of founding
members, staff, and current trustees--with special
appearances by SOMA native SZA, and the Honorable
Tahesha Way, Secretary of State of New Jersey. We will
share our unique story, impacts made through the years, how
we've adjusted to emerging needs in pursuit of racial
integration and equity, and what's on the horizon as we enter
the next stages of our mission.

WHEN: Tuesday, March 29, 2022, 7:30 - 9:00 PM ET

The event includes a panel and discussion on lessons learned
and the path ahead moderated by Nancy Solomon,
Managing Editor for New Jersey Public Radio and WNYC
with members including: Coalition Founders Fred Profeta and
Carol Barry-Austin, Coalition Executive Director Nancy
Gagnier, Trustee Kelly Quirk (serving her third term as chair),
Trustee Erin R. Scherzer, and others.

Register here today!

ChooseSOMA Website Is Now Live

The Community Coalition on Race launched ChooseSOMA, a
website that showcases the towns’ drive for diversity and inclusion.
While SOMA are among the most diverse municipalities in NJ,
recent data confirmed a decline in Black and Brown families moving
in. Given our commitment to fostering a community that is truly
inclusive and racially integrated, the Coalition went into action. One
solution was to reach out to Black families and actively invite them
to consider becoming residents of SOMA. The ChooseSOMA
website is part of the effort.

The Wealth Gap Equalizer Loan Is Available

This new financial incentive was conceived of and developed by our
Residential Committee over the last year. In an effort to address
racialized housing inequities, the Community Coalition on Race has
launched a loan program—the Wealth Gap Equalizer Loan (WGEL)
—with the goal of supporting a new generation of Black and non-
white Hispanic homebuyers in SOMA. The historical racial
inequities in homeownership that are still present in Essex County,
NJ today threaten to constrain the racial diversity of our community.
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Learn more here and find how to apply today.

Taking a Closer Look at Reparations

Laurie Beacham, Esq., from the New Jersey Institute for Social
Justice, and Khalil Muhammad, Ford Foundation Professor of
History, Race, and Public Policy provided historical context,
information about current circumstances, and addressed questions
about how to make a difference in addressing the racial inequities
perpetuated by laws, policies, and cultural, segregative practices
that cause generational disparities. Watch the video here and
sign the petition asking NJ legislators to convene a
reparations task force.

Realtor Conversation with the School District
Superintendent

Superintendent Dr. Ronald Taylor will update realtors on the
SOMSD Elementary School Integration Plan and review the l
process for SOMSD Preschool enrollment, school selection, and
how the integration plan impacts enrollment. There will be an
opportunity for Q&A. This session is hosted by the Schools and
Residential Committees as a way to provide realtors with accurate
information on neighborhoods and schools.
When: Wednesday, March 23rd, 10:30 am. Virtual.
Realtors should email us at info@twotwns.org to register.

Calling Artists to Lead Integrated Art Circles

If you are a teaching artist in South Orange/Maplewood or Essex
County, please consider being part of an exciting project this spring
that combines artistic expression with building relationships with
neighbors from different races and backgrounds.
If this opportunity peaks your interest, please email us
here by March 9, 2022 to receive an application for these limited
paying positions. Enter Art Circles as Subject and Include the
following:

Full Name
Your Art Specialty
Email Address and
Phone Number

The Integration through the Arts Committee looks forward to
hearing from you or someone you may refer.

We're Hiring!
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Volunteer/Community Outreach Coordinator
15 hours per week
We're looking for candidates who share our passion for
building a truly inclusive community. Read more here for
skills needed and how to apply today!

Connecting through Art in Challenging Times:
Youth Documentary Series

Follow four local artists as they share their stories with youth
documentarians. These moving stories about community members
are not to be missed! Click here to see each one..
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