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Celebrating Integration: Growing Our Commitment to Equity & Inclusion

At this year's fundraiser we gathered to honor Gail Safian
and Dr. Ahadi Bugg-Levine for their outstanding
community work and to celebrate the efforts of all our
trustees, staff, volunteers, community participants, and
our financial supporters who make our mission of stable
racial integration, equity, and true inclusion possible.
This year’s event was held at Orange Lawn Tennis Club in
South Orange and included live music by Essex Funk
Collective. Many thanks to all who attended and made it
such a special night! We are especially grateful to the
event sponsors, including The Able Baker, Dr. Ahadi &
Antony Bugg-Levine, Kelly Quirk & Martin Ceperley, Beth
& Paul Daugherty, Durand-Hedden House & Garden

Board, Anita Gundanna, JESPY House, John & Leslie Kerner, National Staffing Associates, Fred & Susan
Profeta, Rev. Dr. Forrest Pritchett from Seton Hall University, Ed & Nancy Stuart, and The Tugentman
Family in honor of the CHS Scholarship Fund.
Read more here and see the evening in pictures!  
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The Community Coalition on Race is a
Maplewood Foundation Grantee!  
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We are so pleased to be awarded a $7000 program grant from the
Maplewood Foundation. The Foundation made seven grants in its
inaugural annual grant cycle and will honor those grantees at a
special celebration on Saturday, Dec. 2, at The Woodland in
Maplewood. The grant funds will support our anti-bias and anti-
racism trainings project. Our goal is to develop and provide training
and resources for local organizations, businesses, and community
leaders.

South Orange & Maplewood Deliver
Proclamations for Coalition Month 

Maplewood and South Orange once again recognized the month of
October as a special time to celebrate the Coalition’s progress
toward building an integrated and inclusive community, and the
work accomplished throughout 2023. In honor of Coalition Month,
both towns issued proclamations. Thanks to Mayor Dean Dafis, Vice
Mayor and Coalition liaison Vic DeLuca, Village President Sheen
Collum, and South Orange Township Committee member liaison
Olivia Lewis-Chang for their ongoing support! Read the
proclamations here. 

Integrated Art Circles Continue—Register
Today for the final 2023 Circle! 

Abstract Art & Movement with Jasmine 'Jazzy' Carter
“Outside The Lines” is an interdisciplinary art experience showcasing
movement and abstract art. Dancer and educator Jasmine Carter will
lead the group through creative communication to explore
vulnerable and honest conversations about diversity and social
inequalities while building community. Register here.

5th WGEL Loan Completed—Spread the Word! 

We met our goal of completing 5 loans in the first year of offering
the WGEL! The good news is that we have funds to make 5 more
loans. We need your help in directing Black and Brown first-time
homebuyers who are moving into SOMA to ChooseSOMA.com
where they can get the information and the application for this
supportive loan. If you are a realtor or lender and want more
information for a client, reach out to us at
SOMA@communitycoalitiononrace.org

Vote on November 7th for Local Board of
Education Candidates and more 

This November 7th is the day to vote in person (polling places can
be found here) for BOE candidates, plus local and county officials.
You can view  sample ballots for your town here. You can also
watch the Schools Committee’s BOE Candidates’ Forum
livestream at which the candidates addressed issues of equity and
integration in SOMA schools.

Volunteer with Us!
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Looking to give some time and talent to racial integration and equity
work in your community? Work on a committee or a on a project
and meet new people! We have committees and special projects
that need your time and talent.

The Luminary Project
Demographic Research
Conversations on Race & Coffee House Discussions
more...

Visit our volunteer page to fill out a volunteer application today!
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