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For 25 years, the Community Coalition on Race has ensured that our two towns remain
committed to being a racially integrated, inclusive, and equitable community. This essential
work has not only endured, but has evolved to meet the challenges of our time.

Creating and sustaining a racially integrated and equitable community is a dynamic
endeavor—one that needs persistence and fresh approaches. One of our most innovative
current projects is the creation of a Wealth Gap Equalizer Loan and a grant program to
support historically disadvantaged homebuyers. 

Throughout 2021, we brought the community together to learn and to build relationships in
ways that are responsive to community needs. Plus, we advocated for integrated schools and
classrooms, practices that prioritize educational equity,  highlighted youth voices, and began
analyzing 2020 census data for updates in residential integration.  

Have a look at this work and more inside.  

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, we thank all the volunteers, donors, and event attendees--
you make change possible!

With gratitude,

Nancy Gagnier, Executive Director
Kelly Quirk, Chair of the Board of Trustees

LEADERSHIP MESSAGE 
Building racially inclusive and equitable communities for 25 years 



I have a better
understanding of how I
have facilitated systemic
racism by my focus on
things like test scores.
And teaching my kids
that life is more about
supporting the success
of a community than
about their personal test
scores is a far better
education.

Roadmap to School
Integration attendee

Roadmap to School Integration: Lessons learned from “Nice White Parents”
consisted of two community conversations with Julie Snyder, Executive Producer of the
podcast Nice White Parents, moderated by Dr. Adunni Anderson. The Schools Committee
posed questions about the best approaches to racially integrated schools that are truly
inclusive and have all students' and families' best interests in mind.

The Wealth Gap Equalizer Loan, a pro-integrative financial incentive developed to address the
need to improve the prospects for Black and non-white Hispanic homebuyers, was designed
and will be available in 2022.

ChooseSOMA: This new website was developed by the Marketing Committee to reach
prospective Black in-movers and offers information on the community and support in the
home-buying process.

Community Organizing Workshop for Youth was sponsored by the Coalition Youth Collective
and led by advocate Larry Hamm, leader of the People's Organization for Progress. He shared
advice and strategies for aspiring racial and social justice activists using his experience as a
student activist at Princeton to his work with POP.
 

Anti-Asian Racism Coffee House Discussion focused on anti-Asian hate, its roots in American
history, and microaggressions toward Asian people. Parents shared their experiences in SOMA
and groups discussed AAPI invisibility and what we can do to make the towns more inclusive of
the AAPI community.

Journey to Anti-Racism Groups formed after we hosted Journey to Anti-Racism Coffee Houses
in 2020. About 40 attendees continued meeting monthly with Coalition facilitators in small
groups to learn more and find ways to take action.

ADVOCACY, ANTI-RACISM, RACIAL JUSTICE



The evening was very
impactful. The speaker
offered great examples,
anecdotes, great advice for
racial justice in the
curriculum, teacher
retention, and more with
such clarity and
reasonableness. 

Conversations on Race: Racial
Justice in Education attendee

Conversations on Race, in partnership with Seton Hall, focused on educational justice with
teacher, author, and activist, Jesse Hagopian who shared information that demonstrates what
were up against in creating equity and racial justice in education. Small groups discussed plans
of action for SOMSD.

Dear MAPSO: The Conversation, hosted by the Coalition Youth Collective, showcased youth
perspectives on persistent racial inequities through poetry, art, and film. Attendees shared their
experiences in youth-facilitated discussion groups.

Juneteenth was honored and celebrated in SOMA at the Durand-Hedden House with period
reenactors, art, poetry, music, and an historical exhibit on slavery in New Jersey that explained
the state's complex legislative history regarding slavery and emancipation.

Connecting through Art in Challenging Times was an Integration through the Arts project that
used film documentary to highlight social and racial justice issues. Coalition Youth Collective
members developed filming and editing skills to produce films for release in 2022.

Presentation by Dr. Khyati Y. Joshi, author of White Christian Privilege: This event was
organized by the SOMA Action Religious Justice Committee and supported by the Coalition's
Interfaith Outreach Committee.

Demographics Report: Based on the 2020 US Census, our newest report delves into
neighborhood integration and overall diversity and integration levels over 20 years and looks at
comparable suburban towns in our region. 

DEVELOPING UNDERSTANDING...



The 20th Annual MLK Observance was held virtually and in the aftermath of a white
supremacist insurrection in our nation’s Capitol. We were grateful to provide this opportunity to
reflect on what community means in a time of crisis with speaker Andrea McChristian of the NJ
Institute for Social Justice, students who shared powerful and provocative ideas, composer
Mark Miller, Special Dance of Columbia High School, the Coalition Youth Collective, and the
Bufford School of Music. 

The Luminary Project created over 2600 luminary kits that were lit on Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., Day throughout SOMA neighborhoods, Seton Hall University, around Meadowland Park
pond, with messages of hope for peace and healing in a time of hurt and loss. 

"Bloody Sunday:' Memories of a Civil Rights Prodigy: The Coalition on Race, SOMA Action Racial
Justice Committee, and SOMA Justice partnered to bring Black History to life in a virtual
conversation with Civil Rights activist Joanne Bland who crossed the Edmund Pettis Bridge
with John Lewis and others at age 11 on "Bloody Sunday," March 1965.

Black Health Matters: COVID19 Vaccine and the Black Community featured a panel of Black
medical professionals--Dr. Omar Bey, Dr. Camara Phyllis Jones, and Sean Hudson, who
discussed COVID19 vaccines and was moderated by Professor of History, Race and Public Policy
at Harvard University, Khalil Gibran Muhammad.

Brother Outsider: The Life of Bayard Rustin: SOMA Pride hosted a screening of this visionary
civil rights activist. Audrey Rowe of the Coalition moderated the panel.

... AND BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS
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2021 HIGHLIGHTS

Township of Maplewood
Township of South Orange
The Able Baker
Amazon Smile
Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Collegiate Church
Community Foundation of New Jersey 
Congregation Beth El
Durand Hedden House 
Essex County Local Arts Grant Program
The Fraentzel Foundation 
First Baptist Church of South Orange
Orange Orphan Society
Pollock Properties Group
The Vincent A. Huggins Foundation

We are grateful for the grant and donation support from:

We honored two community members who
have supported our mission in deep and
special ways. Dr. Diane Hughes has been an
integral part of the Schools Committee’s
Talking to Children about Race series for many
years. She has brought both her professional
knowledge as a researcher in this field as well
as her personal experience raising children in
SOMA. Rev. Dr. Forrest Pritchett’s career at
Seton Hall University has been devoted to
teaching that empowers students to address
racism. He has collaborated on our annual
Conversations on Race program as well as the
Luminary Project, helping to build a bond
between SOMA and the University.

Celebrating Integration: Honoring Our
History, Envisioning Our Future

Hosted 14 virtual programs for nearly 3000 people 
Worked with 150 committee volunteers
Engaged people from 18 towns outside of SOMA and 4
states beyond NJ
Collaborated with 12 local and regional organizations
Raised funds from over 250 Donors
Distributed 2600 Luminary kits to shine in SOMA on Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day
Trained 14 new facilitators for leading conversations on race

In 2021 we

2021 Projected Income: 181,424

2021 Projected Expense: 141,217



THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!
Risa & Mark Olinsky
Joseph Perez & Selena Fox
Kasia Piekarz
Nicole Pivnick
George & Karen Porcelli
Gregory Pratt
Donald & Judith Richards
V. Eugene Shahan
Erin Siders
Leslie Springer
Kristin Svorinic
Arthur & Christine Taylor
Kenny Vaughan & Tracy Carroll
Debra Vogel
Louis Vogel & Marcelo Mendez
Yolande & Kenneth Wasserman
Richard Wener & Ginny Kurshan 
Dawn Williams & James Vanoosting
Andrea & David Wren Hardin
Peter & Mehdi Zimmerman
Kamaljit Zubieta

Friends up to $99
Esther Agyare
Ayoola Akinnuoye
Brian & Roni Bamforth
Stephanie & Moshe Bar Am
Jessa & Derek Barnes
Peter Barnett
Sandra Bartlett
Jesse & Leslie Bayer
Sheila Beatty
Amy Beebe
Aileen Boyle
Jeff Bruckner
John Buschman
Allison Busch-Vogel
Thomas Carlson & Marcia Leonard
Ernest D'Amato
Helen Dannatt
Rachel Freeman Levin
Karen Freeman-Pettis
Daniel Garcia
James & Patricia Giese
Barry & Lorraine Goldenberg
Steven Gorelick
Nancy & David Grant
William Graves
David & Salamatou Greeley
Steffen Hartleib
Glen Hoffs
Sara Horowitz
Lynn & Lowell Jacobs
Alicia Jay
Krys Jensen
Hildy Karp
Kasey's Knitting
Jonathan Keith
Leena Khandwala
Arlene Klein
Emily Klein
Scott & Jacqueline Lahey
Barbara Laub

Valyrie Laedlein & Bob McPhillips
Gregory LaMorte
Jean Leonard
Khalil Muhammad & Stephanie
Lawson-Muhammad
Mary Joan & Francis Murphy
Susan Newberry
Melissa Renny
Rebecca Leigh & Scott Shultz
Carina Sinclair
Shelley Slafkes
Peri Smilow & Budd Mishkin
George & Laura Robinson
Corwin Smith
Paul Williams
Debbie Wissel
Dan & Emily Zacharias

Donors $100+
Jessica Adler
Kenneth Bingham
Amanda Birnbaum
Christoph & Pamela Black
Adrienne & Ed Bolden
Kris Britt
Joan & Harvey Bucholtz
Lorraine Caputo
Oliver Cato
Sally & Steve Chew
Richard & Treasure Cohen
Steven Cramer
Allen Cay Culler
John Dyson
Jonathan Ratner & Pamela Erens
Zahari Fine
Rachel Fisher
Amy Forman
Michael Francaviglia
Carol Gallo
Mattye & Robert Gandel
Elizabeth Geary-Archer
Robert & Jane Gilman
Bradley Goldman
Wilma Grey
Jeffrey & Ilene Gruenwald
Christine Houseworth & Greg     
 Lewis 
Jenny Irons
Michael Jaffe
John & Linda James
Thair Joshua
Phil Kirsch
Alissa Koval-Dhaliwal
Virginia Kurshan
Kathleen & Gerald Leventhal
Carol Lipman
Annemarie Maini
Erika Malinoski
Nabil & Miriam Marshood
Katherine McCaffrey
Jacqueline Mesnik
Brian Nesin
Valencia Norman

Coalition Platimun Sponsor $5,000+
Edward & Nancy Stuart

Coalition Gold Sponsors $2,500+
Barbara & Leonard Bornstein
Nancy & Jay Dougherty
Jeff Melman & Julie Snyder
Dana Kearney
Kelly Quirk & Martin Ceperley
Natalie Thigpen
Allison Ziefert

Coalition Builders $1,000+
Andrew Berndt & A. Elliot Smyth Berndt
Matthew Borowick
Rene & Marvin Clawson
Jocelyn Cleary Ryan & Richard Ryan
Tegan Culler & Matthew Quint
Shelia Curnow & Deborah Gar Reichman
Beth & Paul Daugherty
Joanna & Wendy Doran-Paley
Antoine & Natasha Green
Mila & Neil Jasey
John & Leslie Kerner
Kristen Lisanti
Robert & Fay Marchman
Derek Murphy & Mary Lacey
Fred & Susan Profeta
John & Mary Beth Scherer
Erin & Matt Scherzer
Benefactors $400+
Clarence & Carol Barry-Austin
Antony and M. Ahadi Bugg-Levine
Sanford & Zella Felzenberg
Leila Gonzalez Sullivan & Charles Sullivan
Margo Greenfied
David & Betty Harris
Emily & Dean Kameros
Janice Lynn
Dawilla Madsen
Mikki Murphy
Jessica Payne
Madeline & Steven Tugentman
Katherin Veil
Darren Vengroff

Sponsors $200+
Beth Boily
Michael & Sharon Burniston
Walter & Sara Clarke
Dean Dafis
Vic & Janey DeLuca
Virginia & Brian Falconer
Lulu French
Paula Green
Anita Gundanna
Susan Haig
Peter & Aleida Hauptman
Karen & Jim Hilton
Claudia Wagner & Peter Katz
Lisa Kearney
Katie Keith
Kenneth Kraemer

Leonard Levin
Burt & Mada Liebman
Frank & Ruth Lowenkron
Charles Maggio
Jeff Magnin
Kimberly Maitlin
Tara Mallon
Molly Marinik
Joy & Jeff Markel
Andrea McChristian
Regina Mills Bey
Jacqueline Mirkin & Edith Daly
Bert Morris
Nathan Nassif
Francesca Neilson
Ryan Newberry
Claire & Aaron Nierenberg
Sigrid & Darryl Novak
John Pearson
Phylis & Carl Peterman
Ellen Poreda
Jane Rauen
Keira Rosenthal
Talya Rothenberg
Gary & Jessica Sachs
Roger Salomon
Barbara Salz & Travis Gering
Elizabeth Sarkisian
Michael Schloff
Ronni Schwartz
Abigail Sher
Peter Shoemaker
Kathy & Bob Siwicki
Mark Slade
Marcia Solkoff Eskin
Alice & Burt Solomon
Elliot Sommer
Edmund & Joyce Stibitz
Elizabeth Testa & Nick Licata
Elizabeth Topitzer
David F. Ullman
Barbara Wade
Charles Wade
Susan Waters
Andrew Weinberger
Sherrill Welcome
Shea Williams
Eleanor Winslow
Susan Wood & Grant McCool
Sharon Yedwab
Jill Zimmer
Bennet Zurofsky & Susan
Vercheak
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TRUSTEES
Donna Coallier, ex. off.
Tegan Culler
Catherine Cronin
Vic De Luca, ex. off.
Jeremy Dobrish
Antoine Green
Kristen Lisanti
Janice Lynn
Kristin Mahoney
Robert A. Marchman
Rhea Mokund-Beck
Mikki Murphy
Fred R. Profeta Jr.
Marty Remy
Jocelyn Ryan
Erin Scherzer
Liz Testa
Moya Titus
Barbara Velazquez
Renee Wills
Allison Ziefert

OFFICERS
Kelly Quirk
Chair

Carol Barry-Austin
Vice Chair

Abigail Cotler
Vice Chair

John Kerner
Vice Chair

Ed Stuart
Vice Chair

STAFF
Executive Director
Nancy Gagnier

Program Director
Audrey Rowe

Office Administrator
Lorry Ripley

Lee was a lifelong resident of
South Orange, jazz lover, and a
long-term trustee of the
Community Coalition on Race.
She lived and breathed Dr.
King's vision of a “Beloved
Community” - a town rooted in
justice, equal opportunity, and
love for each other.

Remembering Lee Boswell May


