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LEADERSHIP MESSAGE Building community, fostering dialogue, and taking action

In 2025, the South Orange/Maplewood Community Coalition on Race confinued its work at a moment of both
challenge and opportunity. As national debates over race, history, and belonging intensified, our community showed—
again—that intentional integration, truth-telling, and relationship-building remain essential to how we move forward
together.

Our signature community gatherings brought hundreds together. The Dr. King Observance, Luminary Lighting, and
Volunteer Fair once again illuminated SOMA—literally and figuratively—while Juneteenth, Black History Month,
Women's History Month, and Integrated Art Circles celebrated culture, history, and creative expression as pathways to
connection and belonging. We were especially proud to expand our Integrated Art Circles to include dance, mosaic,
mural, and opera workshops that brought neighbors together across generations and backgrounds.

And, throughout the year, we engaged residents in learning, dialogue, and action through a wide range of programs.
Our Conversations on Race series addressed the backlash against diversity, equity, and inclusion, while Deconstructing
Racism workshops provided participants with practical tools fo recognize and disrupt bias in everyday life. Our Schools
Committee led critical advocacy and education around the Intentional Integration Initiative, including a well-attended
forum on how all students benefit from integrated schools. We also continued to support families through programs like
SOMA Neighbors Connect and the Roadmap to Homeownership workshop.

Our commitment to residential integration remained strong. In 2025, we expanded two Wealth Gap Equalizer Loans
each to $15,000, continued demographic research, and deepened partnerships to address opportunity gaps and
promote stable infegration.

None of this work happens by accident. It is made possible by dedicated volunteers, thoughtful trustees, generous
donors, and community partners who believe—as we do—that equity and integration require intention, courage, and
care.

With gratitude,

Nancy Gagnier, Executive Director
Anita Gundanna, Chair of the Board of Trustees, 2025

Celebrating the Life of Carol Barry-Austin

The Community Coalition on Race mourned the Loss of founding
member Carol Barry-Austin whose unwavering leadership, drive,
and commitment for 28 years both shaped and built the
organization we are today. Her mentorship of trustees, executive
directors, and volunteers profoundly influenced the Coalition's
trajectory, ensuring its positive growth and impact. Carol was a
fierce ally and collaborator, and a warm and wise friend to all
who worked with her. She pushed all of us to give the time,
energy, thoughtfulness, and passion towards racial equity —
particularly in our local school district — that she knew we had,
driving all of us to be our most effective advocates for our
beloved community. She touched countless lives, and her
unwavering commitment to racial equity and inclusion remains
her enduring legacy. In honoring her legacy, the Coalition
pledges to continue embracing the values Carol taught us, and
to be unwavering as we strive toward the inclusive, equitable
community she envisioned.




BUILDING COMMUNITY

The 24th Annual Dr. King Observance, Volunteer Fair, & Luminary Project

We brought together community members, leaders, and activists to reaffirm Dr. King's vision of justice, equality, and
beloved community. Our theme was “Upholding Dr. King’s Legacy in Challenging Times.” Speakers emphasized the
Coalition’s ongoing commitment to justice, anti-racism, diversity, equity, inclusion, and immigrant support—values
that remain at the heart of our work. The event closed with a call to action: to continue building community, standing
up for justice, and resisting oppression in all its forms. The event was followed by a volunteer fair and a community
luminary lighting, including a public lighting in South Orange led by the Meadowland Park Conservancy.

Black History Month Events:

Black Women and the New Jersey Civil Rights Movement:

In collaboration with Durand-Hedden House & Garden, Dr. Hettie Williams gave an informative talk on the history of
the early Black freedom struggle in New Jersey. She made a powerful argument that the Civil Rights Movement
began in New Jersey, and that Black women were central actors in this struggle.

Highlighting the Life & Legacy of Sen. Wynona Lipman:

We hosted a screening and talk with director Celeste Bateman of “Stronger Than Steel: The Senator Wynona Lipman
Story,” a documentary that explores the life of Sen. Wynona Lipman (1923-1999). Senator Lipman was the first
African American Woman Senator in New Jersey. The film examines her remarkable achievements, her deep passion
and commitment to social justice and equality, and highlights legislative initiatives and career benchmarks.

Juneteenth Celebration at Durand-Hedden House & Garden

We honored the 160th anniversary of the day that freedom was finally announced to enslaved people in Galveston,
Texas—18 months after the Emancipation Proclamation and five months after the 13th Amendment abolished
slavery nationwide. Our annual Juneteenth celebration was co-hosted with Durand Hedden House & Garden. Set on
their beautiful grounds, the day was filled with live musical performances, spoken word, West African drumming and
line dance, historical reenactments, local Black art, arts and crafts for kids, and family-friendly activities.

Integration Through the Arts: Integrated Art Circles

These programs, funded in part by a grant from the NJ State Council on the Arts through the Essex County Division of
Cultural and Historical Affairs, support creative, sustainable communities by using the arts to bring tfogether people of
different races and cultural backgrounds and fo build authentic relationships across racial boundaries. This year’s art
circles included: Line Dance Circles, which brought people fogether to learn dance steps in a fun, relaxed
atmosphere; a Mosaic Art Circle in which people created art that reflects our community’s diversity; a Mural Art Circle
in which participants created a mural installation that reflects belonging and shared space; and the Opera Education
Circle, a four-session workshop exploring opera through the lens of racial diversity and storytelling.



http://www.essexcountyparks.org/cultural/grants
http://www.essexcountyparks.org/cultural/grants

ANTI-RACISM, ADVOCACY, RACIAL JUSTICE

Now More Than Ever: How All Students Benefit from Integrated Schools

Hosted by the Schools Committee, the forum looked at why our community has committed to integrated schools, the
many benefits of integration, and how sustained, infentional integration can uplift our students and our community.
The conversation offered families an opportunity to learn about the history of school desegregation, including an
overview of the district’s 40+ years of desegregation efforts, how the current Intentional Integration Initiative (IIl)
works, and a thoughtful examination of common misconceptions about the plan.

Coalition Leaders Present at the 3rd Annual Conference on Building Anti-Racist Multiracial Community
Trustee Barbara Velazquez and Executive Director Nancy Gagnier presented at the Anti-Racist Community Network’s
(ARCN) 3rd Annual Conference on Building Anfi-Racist Multiracial Community. They shared the Coalition’s practical,
intentional integration and inclusion strategies to inspire other communities to take action toward racial equity and
solidarity.

Deconstructing Racism Workshops for Community Members

We presented Part Il of the Deconstructing Racism series, which consists of four modules, covering “The Impact of
White Supremacy” and “How fo Disrupt White Supremacy.” Participants discussed how white supremacist ideology
has impacted people of color and how it has negatively impacted white people, limiting our nation’s evolution and
advancement. The presenters focused on the various ways white supremacy, and its affiliated racism, can be
disrupted and deconstructed through individual, group, government and national endeavors.

The Wealth Gap Equalizer Loan: Increasing Racial Equity in Homeownership

South Orange and Maplewood are among the few communities taking infentional steps to address racial equity in
housing. We believe that equitable access to homeownership is essential fo maintaining and strengthening our
racially integrated towns. In 2025, we increased two of our Wealth Gap Equalizer Loans from $7,500 to $15,000.
This change comes in response fo rising housing costs in our towns and is designed to make homebuying more
attainable for Black and non-White Hispanic families.

Board of Education Candidates Forum

The Schools Committee sponsors this annual forum as an opportunity to hear about the candidates' commitment to
excellence and equity for all students in SOMA and to integrated schools and classrooms. The 6 candidates running
for the three open seats on the SOMA Board of Education participated on this well-attended forum and addressed
community concerns about the Integration Initiative, transportation, and racial equity issues.

LEGAL OBLIGATIONS TO DESEGREGATE NJ

public school segregation.

NJ Commissioner of Education rules that “Reasonable means consistent
1963 with sound educational and administrative practices” must be employed to
eliminate or reduce racial imbalance.

HOW ALL STUDENTS BENEFIT FROM :mm;.:'u:mﬁ;fm'&“mmm%ﬂmm

INTEGRATED SCHOOLS consiulonalguaranteeof o horough andefcient cdtion”

A public forum to learn more about the Columbia High School NJ Superior Court finds that “de facto segregation is prevalent and
history of integration efforts in our schools: November 12" 2025 persistent across the State. Defendants [the State] are obligated and
How we got here and why 7:30pm empowered fo minimize segregation.”




DEVELOPING UNDERSTANDING

Conversations on Race: Confronting the Backlash Against DEI
Hosted at Seton Hall University, we grappled with the growing national backlash against diversity, equity, and
inclusion (DEI) with clarity, urgency, and a deeply local lens. The panel was moderated by Coalition trustee Robert A.
Marchman; the panelists included SHU Dean Lori Brown, Maplewood Township Committee member Dean Dafis,
South Orange Township Councilwoman Dr. Olivia Lewis-Chang, Assemblywoman Garnet Hall, and SOMSD Assistant
Superintendent Dr. Kerri Waibel. We discussed the local threats to racial justice and the implications for racial
integration and focused on:

« Threats to affordable housing and support for seniors and trans youth in our own towns

« Erosion of mental health care and DEI protections across institutions

« Concerns about disinvestment in Black and Brown communities

- Budget cuts and policy rollbacks affecting school integration, inclusive curricula, and safe spaces
The group conversations made it clear that our community is ready to support those most affected by DEI rollbacks.

Roadmap to Homeownership

This informative session was designed by the Coalition’s Residential Committee for first-time homebuyers. Wealth
Advisor William Vaughan covered essential fopics such as how to secure a loan, understanding the homebuying
process, and offered tips for navigating the housing market.

SOMA Neighbors Connect

The evening featured updates on the spaces and places where neighbors connect. We shared why studying town
demographics is important to our mission and had a look at neighborhood integration levels. We learned about the
greenway, the establishment of safe bike lanes, the SOMA bike bus, and heard from local dads/husbands who
formed a neighborhood social group as a way to relax and form new friendships. Attendees shared their experiences
in strengthening community bonds through block parties, Halloween traditions, group chats, and more.

Demographics Research

The MERT (Monitoring, Evaluation, Research, Testing) team reviewed data on increasing home prices, income levels
in SOMA, market trends, the progress of the school district’s Integration Initiative, and in-mover trends. They are
anticipating mid-decade US census data in 2026 to assess stability in or disruptions to racial integration.

Targeted & Affirmative Marketing

The Marketing Committee strengthened the Coalition’s visibility and impact through a new strategic digital marketing
approach that promotes the benefits of racial integration and equity— growing our social media interactions by
nearly 200%. The committee expanded outreach fo residents of color, promoted programs and advocacy efforts,
and developed a robust online resource page offering vetted information on diversity, equity, and inclusion for
individuals and community groups locally and beyond.
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In 2025, we:
Hosted 22 public events and workshops

Provided anti-racism frainings, conversations, and learning
workshops for nearly 2,000 community members
Collaborated with 21 local and regional organizations

Raised funds from over 550 donors

2025 HIGHLIGHTS

Distributed 1,000 Luminary kits to shine on Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr. Day

We are grateful for the grant, service, and donation support from:

Township of Maplewood

Meadowland Park Conservancy

2025 Projected Income: $284,286

In Kind 1%

Investments 17%

Program Income 3%

Grants 5%

Township of South Orange Metis Group, LLC

The Able Baker Oheb Shalom Congregation Municipal 21%

ADP Orange Lawn Tennis Club

The Baird The Order

Baker Street Market PayPal Giving

Blue Butterfly Arts & Media PSE&G Foundation - @ @
Chef Jesse Pet Wants

CKO Prospect Presbyterian Church 2025 Projected Expense: $200,809

Columbia High School Special Dance

RoseComm

Columbia High School Chorus S&P Global )
Columbia High School Scholarship Fund Seton Hall University Fundraising i
Congregation Beth El SOMA Justice 15.29% 1%
D& Fitness SOMA Action e
Durand-Hedden House & Garden SOMA Adult School

Essex County Local Arts Grant Program SOPAC

Essex Funk Collective South Orange Civic Association

The Fraentzel Foundation The South Orange Library

First Baptist Church of South Orange
Gefken Flowers

The General Store Shops and Cafe
Groove Theory Fitness

Les Saisons

MAC Scholars of Columbia High School
The Maplewood Foundation

The Maplewood Lacrosse Club

The Maplewood Library

Maplewood Division of Arfs & Culture
Mason Levinson Photography

The South Orange Department of
Recreation and Cultural Affairs
SZA

TechSoup

Tito’s

Tracy Sham Photography

True Salvage Cafe

The Vincent A. Huggins Foundation
The Woodland

Words Bookstore

YouthNet

Operating
23.2%

Programming
60.6%

IN THE NEWS & COLLABORATIONS

The Institute of Human Development and Social Change Partnership Development Seed Award Program
Using this seed grant to work with Dr. Diane Hughes, NYU Professor of Applied Psychology the Schools Committee convened
focus groups to gain perspectives on needs regarding racial equity and integration to share with the district.

Local & Regional Media

Our community work was highlighted in:

SOMA Living, The Village Green, Matters Magazine, The News-Record, NJ.com, NJSpotlight, Essex Daily News, TAP, Patch, the
South Orange Gaslight, the Maplewood Township Newsletter, The Jersey Bee, and The Monfclair Girl.

The Progressive Magazine

Nancy Gagnier and Audrey Rowe were inferviewed by Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and book author Tina Kelley for a 2026
Progressive magazine feature, “More Than Neighbors,” highlighting the Coalition’s decades-long work to advance social
integration and foster authentic cross-racial friendships in our community.

Great Homes and Neighborhoods for All

We shared our knowledge and understanding of the issues confronting communities seeking stable racial integration for the
report:

Averting Residential Displacement: Assessing Indicators of Risk to Enable Early Intervention.

Seton Hall University: Alpha Phi and Women in Leadership Organization

Executive Director Nancy Gagnier was invited fo serve as a panelist for a discussion on 'Women in Leadership' by Sefon Hall's
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion leader. The conversation provided an opportunity to offer insights into leadership and share the
work of the Coalition to support women at the university.


https://www.petwantssouthorange.com/
https://www.wordsbookstore.com/
https://order.theablebaker.com/
https://dandifitness.com/

Coalition Platinum Sponsors $5,000+

Clarence Barry-Austin

The Fraentzel Foundation
PARR3 LLC

Julie & Thomas Pauly

Kelly Quirk & Martin Ceperley
Solana Rowe

Coalition Gold Sponsors $2,500+
Anonymous

Shelley Curnow & Deborah Reichman
Melanie Girton & Craig Marshall

Terri & Delon Nelson, D&l Fitness
Jane & Todd Perry

Fred & Susan Profeta

Jocelyn Cleary Ryan & Richard Ryan
Ed & Nancy Stuart

Darren Vengroff

Coalition Silver Sponsors $1500+
Anonymous

Elizabeth Baker & Joel Vandevusse
Susan & Steve Cramer

Jane & Robert Gilman

Anita Gundanna & Mark Decambre
Elaine Lo

Terry & Lori Martin

Mary Lacey & Derek Murphy
Prospect Presbyterian Church
Jessica Reid

Audrey Rowe

Erin Siders

South Orange Civic Organization
Elliot & Elizabeth Steinbaum
Jeffrey Stern

Christopher Stetson

William Vaughan

Kristien Webber

Michael Zimmerman

Coalition Builders $1,000+
Patricia & James Canning
Michael Moscarello

Susan Pendleton & Tim Gill
Jeff Samuel

Mary Beth Scherer

Julie Skattum

Madeline & Steven Tugentman
Helaine Warshaw

Mary Washington-Nieves

Meredith Sue Willis & Andrew Weinberger

Benefactors $500+

Judy Bernstein

Sally & Steve Chew

Patrick & Anne Dwyer
David & Betty Harris
William Haskins

Karen & Jim Hilton

Khyati Joshi & John Bartlett
Dawilla Madsen
Maplewood Lacrosse Club
Robert A. & Fay Marchman
Jessica Horan Payne
Maryann Polefka

Seton Hall University

Leila Gonzales Sullivan
Janet Toledano

Vincent A Huggins Foundation
W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Dawn Williams & James VanQosting
Words Bookstore

Emily & Daniel Zacharias

Sponsors $250+

ADP

Christina Anderson & Steve Worthy
Alice Baldwin-Jones

Amoy Barnes

Carla Barry-Austin & Michael Rufino
Adrian Best

Lori Brown

Anhadi Bugg-Levine

Caroline Burke & Chaitanya Saxena
Franckline Casimir-Benoit

Art & Libby Christensen

Walter & Sara Clarke

Donna Coallier

Catherine Cronin

Tegan Culler & Matthew Quint
Angela D’Agostino

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!

Trenesa & Chris Danuser
Ellen & Donald Davenport
Vic & Janey De Luca

Nancy Dougherty

Jessi Empestan

Camille & Luis Estrella
Humaira Faiz

Sanford & Zella Felzenberg
Norman Francis

Nancy & Pierre Gagnier

Ellen & Don Greenfield
Jefftey & llene Gruenwald
Susan Haig

Jeri Harmon

Diane Hughes

Jacquie & Eric Hunter

Alexis Karteron

Dorothy & Al Kuehn

Jean Leonard

Olivia Lewis-Chang

Miriam & Nabil Marshood
Amanda Mazzarella

Ciara McElroy

Frank & Marie McGehee
Mark Miller

Khalil Gibran & Stephanie Lawson-
Muhammad

Susan Newberry

Christine Olson & Joshua Uhl
Rosemary Ostmann

Sarah Paul & Geneva Gamnett
John Pearson

Phylis & Carl Peterman

Kasia Piekarz

Mary S Sweeney Price
Schrader Renny Family
Matthew Rudansky

Reesa Salomon

Barbara Salz & Travis Gering
Regina Schaefer

James A & Sharon Schwarz
SOMCCR Schools Committee
Qawi Telesford

Rev. Liz Testa & Nick Licata
Moya & Damien Titus

Nubia Duvall & Christopher Wilson
Deborah Wissel

Donors $100+

Chike Achebe

Nancy Adams

Jessica Adler

Adunni Slackman Anderson
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Peter Barnett

Faith Baum & Susan Becker
David Berry

Julie Bienstock

Amanda Birnbaum

Chris & Pam Black
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Joan & Harvey Bucholtz
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Katherine Flaxman

Dr. Sakhshat Flowers
Michael Francaviglia
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Holly Gauthier & Stuart Deutsch
Dave & Meg Gilbert

Matt Glass,

Meadowland Park Conservancy
Paula Gomez

Anthony Greene

Wilma Grey

Veda Gundanna

Garnet Hall

Gary Hayes

Barbara Heisler

Malia Herman

Meredith Higgins

Michael Jaffe

Rhonda Johnson

Jesse Jones

Hildy Karp

Peter Kafz

John & Leslie Kerner
Steve Latz

Marcia Leonard & Thomas Carlson
Sarah Lester

Kathleen Leventhal
Judy & Ken Levy

Burt & Mada Liebman
Richard Liroff

Emily Lowenfels

Kate McCaffrey
Elizabeth McMahon
Will Meyer

Keisha Miller

Mary Joan Murphy
Malini Nayar

Romy & Brian Nesin
Darryl Novak
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Risa & Mark Olinsky
Marykay Pavol

Eve Peterson & Thomas Hut
Sean & Sharon Pidgeon
Nicole Pivnick

Vanessa Pollock-Pollock Realty Group

Gregory Pratt

Natalie Provenzano
Jane Rauen

Troy Rhodes

Donald Richards
George Robinson
Gail Safian

Liliana Santos

John Sheridan

Peri Smilow

Alice & Burt Solomon
Nancy Solomon

Paul Stephan

Nettie Forné Thomas
Diane Thomson
Angela Tsai

Tuxedo Park Neighborhood Assoc.
Arun Vadlamani
Logan van Reken
Barbara Velazquez
Yolande & Ken Wasserman
Hannah Zollman

Friends up to $99
John Alex

Jerry Alexander-Dumas
Michele Alonso
Michael Arnold
Claire Asarnow
Robbie Berry

Mary Babcock

Robin Johnson Baker
Pamela Bard

Jaime Barnes

Jamie Bartolacci
Courtney Reimer Basner
Jessica Bateman
Charlie Baumann
Jesse & Leslie Bayer
Faith Behum

Maura Bigelow
Jessica Black

Allison Blixt

Anna Boisture

Amy Bortz

Mousumi Bose
Joseph Bowen

Crista Bozogan
Matthew & Meredith Brehm
Cheryl Brooks
Bridget Bross
Kimberly Brown

Mary Brown
Shannon Brown
David Bryant
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Marian Buck-Murray
Mary Kate Cahiwat
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Tracy Carroll
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Kalli Chapman

Kim Charles
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Michael Choy
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Jonathan Cobb
Carol Cohen

Barbara Cokorinos
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Jerry Cooper
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Dennis Cronin
Thomas Cullen

Alan Cay Culler
Elizabeth Cunningham
Bonnie Czukoski
Amy Dahn

Jaime David

Ken David

Andrea Delbanco
Jaime Della Fave
Gail Dietz

Dana Dillon

Laura DiSiena
Allyson Doody
Dominique Doron
Emily Dourte
Ashley Downs
Rebecca DuChez
Sharyn Duncan-Rushing
Elaine Durbach
Matthias Ebinger
Taylor Elwood

Nik Engineer

Mark Eshelman
Callie Exas

Jude Faella
Christopher Falzon
Natalie Felix
Noelle Fernandes
Mary Forbes

Jomo Forrester

Jill Fox

Hosea Frank

Kristi Frank

Lauren Frederic
Andrew Freese
Donna Friedrich
Deborah Gaines
Matt Garber

Sarah Garvey-Potvin
Alberta Gatti
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Pat Giese

Dave Giumara
Melissa Gladden
Sara Goefz

Gina Golba

Mark & Lisa Gongloff
Stasi Goode

Jill Gordon
Elizabeth Gordon
Mark & Robin Gordon
Donna & Albert Gottlieb
Cassandra Graham
Nancy Boyd Grant
David Greeley
Robert Gregson
Aline Guimont
StefH

Monica Hafif
Elizabeth Hahn
Gail Haines
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Leslie Hanlon
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Peter Harper
Kristen Harris
Davianne Harris
Jennifer Hart
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Margo Hill
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Alex Holderbaum
Andrew Howell
Elizabeth Hurley
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Anna Irving

Niesha Jackson
Shawn Jacobs
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Summer Jones
Rachel Fisch Kaplan
Marnie Kaplan
Amira Karriem
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Tina Kelley

Jean Kennedy
Whitney Kidder
Phil & Carol Kirsch
Clare Klee

Allie Klein

Arlene Klein

Barry Komisaruk
Gary Kosar

Erin Kouch
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Benjamin Kuder
Luke Kummer
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Barbara Laub
Tom Lawrie
Katherine Lee

EO Lee

Megan Lee
Bethany Lefferts
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Karen Leies
Ebonee Lewis
Carol Beth Lipman
Jody Lipsky
Melissa Litwin
Lark Lo

Ruth Lowenkron
Alia Lugman
Allison Mackenzie
Kerry Macpherson
Adrienne MacWhannell
Nadine Maher
Kristin Mahoney
Allyssa Malchi
Elizabeth Malinsky
Hilary Manners
Jung Lee Masters
Molly Maymar
Allison McDuffee
Debra McGrath
Christina Mclntyre
Apoorva Mehra
Ruby Melman
Christian Mendonca
Marc Merriweather
Kristen Meyer
Sharon Michaels
Leonard Miles
Genni Minissali
Kate Monagle
Melissa Mondesir
Linda Monformoso
Lela Moore
Sipiwe Moyo
Mark Mucci

Katie Mulligan
Jessica Murphy
Natalia Naranjo
Claire Nierenberg
Geoff O'Brien
Claudia Ocello
Steph Ockay
Sarah O’Leary
Leslie OToole
John Packel
Madhu Pai

A Paper Hat
Ralph Patterson
Erin Paul

Jessica Pepper
Tiffany Peterson
Christina Piccirillo
Margaret Pickron
Elizabeth Pine
Jennifer Pisani
Richard Polatchek
Jared Pollard
Brenda Porter
John Puleo

Tara Ragone

Anju Rajashekar
Urmila Ramakrishnan
Jamie Ramsburg
Rachel Ratchford
Julia Ribicoff
Carol Robinson
Karen Robinson
Brianna Roche
Christopher Rosen
Margaret Rosen
Bonnie Rosenthal
Sara Denny Roth
Tara Rullo

Leila Saad
Jessica Sachs
Laura Savino

Rosemary Scarsella-Connell

Michael Schaeffer
Michael Schloff
Stacy Scoft

Jane Seiden
Doak Sergent
Nancy Aravecz Shah
Daniel Shapiro
Kerry Shaw

Vicky Sherman
Ken Siegel
Rebecca Silverstein
Melanie Sim
Simon Sklan

Arie Sladowsky
Adrianne Slote
Carlton Smith
Mary Olive Smith
Lauren Solomon
Elliot Sommer
Graham Spencer
Thomas Spoerel

Mario Springer
Danielle St Laurent
Joyce Stibitz

Colin Strasser
Charlie Straub
Destene Styles

Tara Sullivan

Sarah Swaisgood
Loretta Tallon
Deanna Taylor
Michael Tedeschi
Jennifer Thomas
Angela Thomasch
Stephanie Thompson
Carey Thorpe
Cynthia Tiangco-Withers
Katie Tichacek Kaplan
Regina Tindall
Tisbest Philanthropy
Diane Tremper

Ruth Tsuria

Tricia Tunstall

Jess Van Nostrand
Praveen Vasudev
Katherine Veil

John Velasco

Indira Verastegui
Debra Vogel

Lou Vogel & Marcelo Mendez
Jeremy Vogelmann
Joan Walsh

Danielle Walsman
Ed & Holly Ware
Bailey Warmack
Ronald Weaver

Lisa Weinberg
Florence Weisz
Hannah Wells

Joy Wernick

Allison Williams
Magnus Wilson-Webb
Eleanor Winslow
Marieke Witjes
Gregory Wolski
Janice Yawdoszyn
Elizabeth Yomantas
Joshua Zelkind
Gabrielle Zola



OFFICERS

Anita Gundanna
Chair

Elizabeth Baker
Vice Chair

Robert A. Marchman
Vice Chair

Terry Martin
Vice Chair

TRUSTEES

Amoy Barnes

Norman Francis, Jr.
Jeremy Dobrish
Melanie Girton

Malia Herman, ex. off.
John Kerner

Olivia Lewis-Chang, ex off.

Mikki Murphy

Kelly Quirk
Jocelyn Ryan
Moya Titus
Barbara Velazquez
Darren Vengroff
Kristien Webber

ﬂ Facebook.com/CommunityCoalition

SOUTH ORANGE | MAPLEWOOD

COMMUNITY
COALITION

"RACE

STAFF
Executive Director
Nancy Gagnier

Megan Clement
Program Coordinator

Amanda Gutierrez
Program Coordinator

Office Administrator
Susan Pendleton

Tuhe

You CoalitionOnRace l@l communitycoalitiononrace  Learn more here

516 Prospect St., Maplewood, NJ 07040
SOMA@CommunityCoalitionOnRace.org |

CommunityCoalitionOnRace.org |
073-761-6116

Celebrating
Integration:

Rooted in History,
Rising toward Justice

e LS S

We honored our longtime program director Audrey Rowe,
seen here with her daughter SZA (known fo her family as
Solana Rowe). She worked for more than two decades to
bring neighbors together across racial and cultural
differences to build a shared vision of an inclusive
community. Audrey’s tribute was capped by a standing
ovation and the love of family and friends whose presence
made the celebration even more meaningful.




	Annual Report
	Rooted in History, Rising toward Justice

	2025
	The Community Coalition on Race mourned the Loss of founding member Carol Barry-Austin whose unwavering leadership, drive, and commitment for 28 years both shaped and built the organization we are today. Her mentorship of trustees, executive directors, and volunteers profoundly influenced the Coalition's trajectory, ensuring its positive growth and impact. Carol was a fierce ally and collaborator, and a warm and wise friend to all who worked with her. She pushed all of us to give the time, energy, thoughtfulness, and passion towards racial equity – particularly in our local school district – that she knew we had, driving all of us to be our most effective advocates for our beloved community. She touched countless lives, and her unwavering commitment to racial equity and inclusion remains her enduring legacy. In honoring her legacy, the Coalition pledges to continue embracing the values Carol taught us, and to be unwavering as we strive toward the inclusive, equitable community she envisioned.
	We brought together community members, leaders, and activists to reaffirm Dr. King’s vision of justice, equality, and beloved community. Our theme was ‘Upholding Dr. King’s Legacy in Challenging Times.’ Speakers emphasized the Coalition’s ongoing commitment to justice, anti-racism, diversity, equity, inclusion, and immigrant support—values that remain at the heart of our work. The event closed with a call to action: to continue building community, standing up for justice, and resisting oppression in all its forms. The event was followed by a volunteer fair and a community luminary lighting, including a public lighting in South Orange led by the Meadowland Park Conservancy.
	Black Women and the New Jersey Civil Rights Movement:
	In collaboration with Durand-Hedden House & Garden, Dr. Hettie Williams gave an informative talk on the history of the early Black freedom struggle in New Jersey. She made a powerful argument that the Civil Rights Movement began in New Jersey, and that Black women were central actors in this struggle.
	Highlighting the Life & Legacy of Sen. Wynona Lipman:
	We hosted a screening and talk with director Celeste Bateman of “Stronger Than Steel: The Senator Wynona Lipman Story,” a documentary that explores the life of Sen. Wynona Lipman (1923-1999). Senator Lipman was the first African American Woman Senator in New Jersey. The film examines her remarkable achievements, her deep passion and commitment to social justice and equality, and highlights legislative initiatives and career benchmarks.
	These programs, funded in part by a grant from the NJ State Council on the Arts through the Essex County Division of Cultural and Historical Affairs, support creative, sustainable communities by using the arts to bring together people of different races and cultural backgrounds and to build authentic relationships across racial boundaries. This year’s art circles included: Line Dance Circles, which brought people together to learn dance steps in a fun, relaxed atmosphere; a Mosaic Art Circle in which people created art that reflects our community’s diversity; a Mural Art Circle in which participants created a mural installation that reflects belonging and shared space; and the Opera Education Circle, a four-session workshop exploring opera through the lens of racial diversity and storytelling.

	Now More Than Ever: How All Students Benefit from Integrated Schools
	Coalition Leaders Present at the 3rd Annual Conference on Building Anti-Racist Multiracial Community
	Conversations on Race: Confronting the Backlash Against DEI

	2025 HIGHLIGHTS
	In 2025, we:
	Hosted 22 public events and workshops
	Provided anti-racism trainings, conversations, and learning workshops for nearly 2,000 community members
	Collaborated with 21 local and regional organizations
	Raised funds from over 550 donors
	Distributed 1,000 Luminary kits to shine on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
	We are grateful for the grant, service, and donation support from:
	Meadowland Park Conservancy
	Metis Group, LLC
	Oheb Shalom Congregation
	Orange Lawn Tennis Club
	The Order
	PayPal Giving
	PSE&G Foundation
	Pet Wants
	Prospect Presbyterian Church
	RoseComm
	S&P Global
	Seton Hall University
	SOMA Justice
	SOMA Action
	SOMA Adult School
	SOPAC
	South Orange Civic Association
	The South Orange Library
	The South Orange Department of Recreation and Cultural Affairs
	SZA
	TechSoup
	Tito’s
	Tracy Sham Photography
	True Salvage Cafe
	The Vincent A. Huggins Foundation
	The Woodland
	Words Bookstore
	YouthNet
	Township of Maplewood
	Township of South Orange
	The Able Baker
	ADP
	The Baird
	Baker Street Market
	Blue Butterfly Arts & Media
	Chef Jesse
	CKO
	Columbia High School Special Dance
	Columbia High School Chorus
	Columbia High School Scholarship Fund
	Congregation Beth El
	D&I Fitness
	Durand-Hedden House & Garden
	Essex County Local Arts Grant Program
	Essex Funk Collective
	The Fraentzel Foundation
	First Baptist Church of South Orange
	Gefken Flowers
	The General Store Shops and Cafe
	Groove Theory Fitness
	Les Saisons
	MAC Scholars of Columbia High School
	The Maplewood Foundation
	The Maplewood Lacrosse Club
	The Maplewood Library
	Maplewood Division of Arts & Culture
	Mason Levinson Photography
	2025 Projected Income: $284,286
	2025 Projected Expense: $200,809

	IN THE NEWS & COLLABORATIONS
	The Institute of Human Development and Social Change Partnership Development Seed Award Program Using this seed grant to work with Dr. Diane Hughes, NYU Professor of Applied Psychology the Schools Committee convened focus groups to gain perspectives on needs regarding racial equity and integration to share with the district.
	Local & Regional Media Our community work was highlighted in: SOMA Living, The Village Green, Matters Magazine, The News-Record, NJ.com, NJSpotlight, Essex Daily News, TAP, Patch, the South Orange Gaslight, the Maplewood Township Newsletter, The Jersey Bee, and The Montclair Girl.
	The Progressive Magazine  Nancy Gagnier and Audrey Rowe were interviewed by Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist and book author Tina Kelley for a 2026 Progressive magazine feature, “More Than Neighbors,” highlighting the Coalition’s decades-long work to advance social integration and foster authentic cross-racial friendships in our community.
	Great Homes and Neighborhoods for All We shared our knowledge and understanding of the issues confronting communities seeking stable racial integration for the report:  Averting Residential Displacement: Assessing Indicators of Risk to Enable Early Intervention.
	Seton Hall University: Alpha Phi and Women in Leadership Organization Executive Director Nancy Gagnier was invited to serve as a panelist for a discussion on 'Women in Leadership' by Seton Hall's Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion leader. The conversation provided an opportunity to offer insights into leadership and share the work of the Coalition to support women at the university.


	THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!
	Coalition Platinum Sponsors $5,000+        Clarence Barry-Austin   The Fraentzel Foundation   PARR3 LLC   Julie & Thomas Pauly   Kelly Quirk & Martin Ceperley Solana Rowe
	Coalition Gold Sponsors $2,500+             Anonymous  Shelley Curnow & Deborah Reichman   Melanie Girton & Craig Marshall Terri & Delon Nelson, D&I Fitness   Jane & Todd Perry   Fred & Susan Profeta   Jocelyn Cleary Ryan & Richard Ryan  Ed & Nancy Stuart   Darren Vengroff
	Coalition Silver Sponsors $1500+ Anonymous  Elizabeth Baker & Joel Vandevusse   Susan & Steve Cramer   Jane & Robert Gilman  Anita Gundanna & Mark Decambre Elaine Lo  Terry & Lori Martin   Mary Lacey & Derek Murphy  Prospect Presbyterian Church  Jessica Reid   Audrey Rowe   Erin Siders   South Orange Civic Organization   Elliot & Elizabeth Steinbaum   Jeffrey Stern    Christopher Stetson   William Vaughan   Kristien Webber   Michael Zimmerman
	Coalition Builders $1,000+ Patricia & James Canning   Michael Moscarello    Susan Pendleton & Tim Gill   Jeff Samuel   Mary Beth Scherer   Julie Skattum   Madeline & Steven Tugentman   Helaine Warshaw   Mary Washington-Nieves   Meredith Sue Willis & Andrew Weinberger
	Benefactors $500+              Judy Bernstein   Sally & Steve Chew  Patrick & Anne Dwyer   David & Betty Harris   William Haskins   Karen & Jim Hilton  Khyati Joshi & John Bartlett  Dawilla Madsen   Maplewood Lacrosse Club   Robert A. & Fay Marchman   Jessica Horan Payne   Maryann Polefka   Seton Hall University   Leila Gonzales Sullivan   Janet Toledano   Vincent A Huggins Foundation   W. K. Kellogg Foundation   Dawn Williams & James VanOosting   Words Bookstore   Emily & Daniel Zacharias
	516 Prospect St., Maplewood, NJ 07040
	SOMA@CommunityCoalitionOnRace.org | CommunityCoalitionOnRace.org | 973-761-6116

	Celebrating Integration: Rooted in History, Rising toward Justice
	OFFICERS
	We honored our longtime program director Audrey Rowe, seen here with her daughter SZA (known to her family as Solana Rowe). She worked for more than two decades to bring neighbors together across racial and cultural differences to build a shared vision of an inclusive community. Audrey’s tribute was capped by a standing ovation and the love of family and friends whose presence made the celebration even more meaningful.
	Learn more here
	CoalitionOnRace
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	Facebook.com/CommunityCoalition



