
MAYOR & COUNCIL PLATFORM

ACTIVATE the Community
Activate 
the Arts 

Activate 
Commercial Streets

Activate 
Public Space

Activate 
Partnerships

Support the development of a community-
based Arts Hub at Massey Theatre, to assure 
the partnership supports local artists and 
the entire community.

Implement a new retail strategy
that addresses the needs of small
businesses in the 21st century.

Increase accessible green public spaces 
throughout the City. Set measurable goals 
that assure every resident has access to 
shade natural spaces.

Identify and support additional partners in 
the community that make our community 
safer, more livable, more fun. 

Increase the public use of public spaces, 
from Hyack Square to Belmont Plaza, for 
performance and interactive arts.

Support Columbia Street
businesses and residents by taking
a proactive approach to
addressing vacant and
underutilized building sites.

With ongoing changes to the Riverfront, 
work with business community and event 
organizers to maximize the potential of the 
Quay as a tourist destination and to serve 
the local community.  

Work with Sports communities to identify 
gaps in local sports and recreation facilities, 
and develop solutions that work for users, 
with an emphasis on updating outdoor 
sports facilities.

Work with the community to create a 
renewed vision for the Anvil Centre, better 
balancing performance and community 
gathering, as part of a downtown and 
tourism strategy.

Support small business retention,
with an emphasis on 12 th street and
under-supported commercial
areas, through proactive
engagement and inclusion.

Create programming and events that 
represent and celebrate the diversity of our 
community. 

Celebrate and embrace the innovation of 
our community. We will find creative ways 
to address the challenges of today, pull 
best practices from other communities and 
engage the community while doing it.  

Build Partnerships with PAL Canada 
community to assure seniors have access to 
performance opportunities.  

Explore the impacts of including ground-
level retail space as amenity contributions 
that can incubate smaller locally-owned 
business startups.

Commit to well-maintained and inviting 
Public Spaces, build a community 
ownership model that brings residents and 
businesses together.

Invite Partnerships that empower 
community groups to do their best work 
while the City provides support only 
where needed. Use the MTS model as an 
example. 

Include another significant Public Art piece 
in the rebuilding of Pier Park. 



MAYOR & COUNCIL PLATFORM

CONNECT the Community
Connect 

Queensborough
Connect 

to City Hall
Connect the 
Riverfront

Connect 
Transportation

Connect
 Seniors

Connect 
with Safety

Work with the 
neighbouring communities 
of Hamilton and Annacis 
Island in creating an 
Integrated Plan that makes it 
easier for Queensborough 
residents to move around.

Improve direct 
communications with 
Mayor and Council. Return 
to Brown Bag Lunches and 
Community forums, and 
public reporting back on 
feedback.

Secure funding 
and partnerships to 
connect Pier Park to 
Sapperton Landing to 
Queensborough to realize 
the Riverfront Vision.

Invest in making New 
Westminster a place with 
the safest streets in the 
Lower Mainland for all 
travel modes through a 
Vision Zero approach. 

Expand Century House 
programming and support 
to include spaces in other 
community spaces in every 
neighbourhood.

Work with BIAs, Residents 
Associations, and non-profits 
to collectively identify safety 
concerns, and empower the 
community to work with the City 
to mitigate concerns through 
evidence-based interventions.

Improve and increase 
the sidewalk space on 
residential streets to bring 
Queensborough up to the 
standard seen in the rest of 
the City.

Commit to an efficient 
and responsive City 
Hall. Reduce permit 
times and complexity 
for homeowners and 
businesses, especially for 
small projects.

While rebuilding and 
expanding Pier Park, engage 
with local First Nations on 
visioning the Riverfront as a 
place of sacred and historic 
prominence as the keystone 
to developing a renewed 
community vision.

Invest in a core mobility 
network for pedestrians 
and cyclists, so 
everyone can safely and 
comfortably choose Active 
Transportation.

Invest in programs such 
as Hey Neighbor to 
address increasing social 
isolation and to enhance 
community-supported 
emergency preparedness. 

Take a proactive approach 
to EComm responsiveness 
failures, with advocacy to 
properly fund and resource 
911 service, and bring non-
emergency call services in 
house EComm cannot meet 
response standards.

Work with TransLink 
to improve the bus 
service throughout 
Queensborough, and on 
queue-jumping designs to 
reduce impact of rush hour 
traffic.

Continue to improve public 
engagement with a specific 
focus on reaching historically 
marginalized groups. Expand 
the Be Heard New West 
model to offline and face-
to-face events reflecting a 
post-pandemic world.

Increase access to shade 
and weather protection 
along the Riverfront 
through the creation of 
covered outdoor spaces for 
both public gatherings and 
passive use.

Make transit more 
comfortable to use through 
better shelters, accessible 
stops, and transit priority 
lanes to bypass regional 
congestion. 

Increase and improve 
public seating and outdoor 
“cool spaces” throughout 
the city, including parks 
and parklets.

Partner with the Canadian 
Mental Health Association to 
fully implement PACT (Peer 
Assisted Crisis Teams) in 
New Westminster; a proven 
approach to reducing harm 
and reducing police and 
hospital workload.   

Complete the 
Queensborough perimeter 
trail to connect all 
neighbourhoods to their 
riverfront.

“Close the Loop” on public 
engagement with open 
reporting of engagement 
feedback and clear 
language responses. 

Find opportunities 
(Queensborough beach, 
Muni Evers Park, Cumberland 
Point) to connect people 
directly with the river. Find 
safe spaces for people to 
touch the water again. 

Adopt a Universal 
Accessibility standard for 
the transportation network, 
including improved 
accessible parking and 
wayfinding strategies. 

Adopt a Universal 
Accessibility standard 
for Public Spaces and 
amenities. Proactively 
identify and remove 
barriers for the seniors 
population.

Support peer-informed 
on-the-street support 
programs such as the New 
Westminster Community 
Action Team and the 
Homelessness Coalition I’s 
on the Street.

Work with TransLink, the 
Province, and regional partners 
to proactively address regional 
congestion challenges, with an 
emphasis on making it easier 
for New West residents to get 
around the community. 

Assure seniors 
programming includes 
culturally-appropriate 
content to assure a 
welcoming environment 
that represents the diversity 
of the community. 



MAYOR & COUNCIL PLATFORM

NURTURE the Community
Nurture 
Housing

Nurture 
the Environment 

Nurture 
Children + Youth

Nurture 
Health Equity 

Continue to protect the City’s existing 
rental supply to enhance housing security, 
while incentivizing building resiliency into 
the existing building stock to prepare for 
climate change and emergency response. 

Implement the region-leading Community 
Energy Plan with hard targets for emissions 
reduction. Integrate Climate Action into all 
City work. 

Leverage multi-family housing 
development and new school expansions 
to bring additional childcare spaces to 
every neighbourhood.

Secure and improve access to affordable 
and nutritious food with focus on urban 
food systems.

Increase the number of homes everyone 
can afford that are required in new multi-
family developments in transit-focused 
areas.

Plant more trees in parks and boulevards 
throughout the City, enhance green spaces 
for passive use, and support the Ecological 
Network approach to natural spaces.

Increase evening youth programs by and 
for youth throughout the city. Give youth 
safe places to be and things to do in a 
youth-driven inclusive environment. 

Increase the number accessible and 
conveniently located public washrooms 
and operational drinking water fountains 
City-wide.

Develop a Community Land Trust model to 
drive affordable housing development and 
more strategic public land use.

Update Emergency Planning with a 
focus on building resilience in the face of 
emergent climate-driven risks like the Heat 
Dome and increased storm intensity.

Improve the registration process of 
recreation programming to increase 
accessibility and equity of participation.

Participate actively in mitigation of the 
opiate overdose crisis, by supporting 
the work of non-profits and government 
funded services to ensure access to 
life saving harm reduction services and 
substance use treatment in New West. 

Partner with non-profits and senior 
governments guided by the principles 
of housing first and housing for all. Act 
on the City’s Housing Needs Report to 
drive investment towards underserved 
communities and populations.

Engage the community on a new approach 
to recycling that emphasizes customer 
service and life cycle impacts of waste.

Ensure families in higher density 
neighbourhoods have access to green 
spaces, and public spaces reflect changing 
and growing community needs.

Assure all services in the City work toward 
Universal Accessibility as a standard, and 
empower our many community partners in 
addressing systemic and physical barriers. 

Update and streamline permitting 
processes to accelerate the construction 
of “missing middle” housing for young 
working families who face barriers to the 
housing market. 


