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About us
The Connection Coalition was
formed in April 2020 as a
response to the Covid-19
pandemic. Anticipating that
the nation was at risk of a
crisis of disconnection, we
created a platform for
organisations across the
country to work collectively
to ensure that communities
and the nation emerged from
Covid-19 ready to build and
strengthen social
relationships. 

Two years on, and the Connection Coalition
remains committed to strengthening human
relationships and connections in communities. 

We are grateful
to our funders
for making this
work possible



Support
Support organisations working to build and maintain connected

communities through creating spaces for them to share

experiences & increase knowledge, skills, confidence and

motivation. 

Our aims

Develop
Ensure we continuously capture and act on our

learning, and work with the sector to shape any future

plans for the Coalition so long as there is a need.

Encourage
Encourage organisations to capture learnings from the

pandemic and work with communities to carry forward

relationships, helping us to tackle loneliness and social

isolation, reducing the associated stigma.

Influence 
Influence organisations, funders and the Government to tackle

the societal conditions which form loneliness and disconnection

and to invest in the power of connectedness.



Creative Connectors: small grants
for Connection Coalition members
In January, with support from Meta, we gave out 10 small

grants totalling £10,000 to Connection Coalition

members. The grants enabled members to work together

to test ideas and ways of creating meaningful

connections, and to capture and share their learning with

wider audiences. The project activities have taken place,

and we’re looking forward to sharing learning and

involving the wider Connection Coalition in the ongoing

conversations. Talking Taboos supported us to develop

and co-facilitate the work.

What's next?

In May, we will be encouraging grantees to share learning from the projects on social media

and in our newsletter. We will also be holding at least one open workshop on one of the key

themes which has shown up throughout all projects - navigating the future of events for

connection. In-person, virtual, hybrid - what is our ideal world, and how do we get there? In

June, we will be producing a report on the future of connection, based on the learnings from

this project and our wider work.

The Wolfpack Project hosted arts

and crafts social groups for lonely or

isolated young people.

Ready Generations delivered two

events to explore setting up a

multigenerational connective

network for people living with young

onset dementia and their family and

friends.

Empowerment Charity ran a series

of workshops and conversations to

better understand how mental ill-

health and bereavement create

feelings of loneliness.

Parasol organised community events in Calderdale on justice

based themes, including disability and health.

All the Small Things used arts and

crafts to encourage local residents to

reflect on their own personal

identity and heritage and that of

others in the area.

Books Beyond Words extended their book club for those with

learning disabilities.
Civil Society Consulting recruited

more Kindness Connectors for their

mentoring scheme, which supports

refugees and isolated adults.
Embracing Age ran a competition for young people to produce

positive images for a box of joy for older care home residents.

Lit Theatre Company made connections with older people to co-

create theatre in a way that is meaningful and fulfilling to them. 

Our activity January  - March 2022

https://talkingtaboos.com/


The informal get togethers
have been really enjoyable

when we had the opportunity
to just chat about what has

been going on in our
organisations and communities.

It's been so inspiring and
reassuring.

Youth Loneliness network
Since December 2021, we have been bringing together Connection Coalition members who

are working on youth loneliness or want to deepen their understanding and capacity to tackle

it. In March, we met to pick up one of the key themes that emerged from the first panel -

engaging and involving young people in the conversation on youth loneliness. Attendees

shared their experiences of what works well, what doesn’t work, and any helpful tools and

guidance. We have also started collaborating with UK Youth, who run the Belong Collective, a

network for youth workers working to support young people feeling isolated or alone.

Monthly Informal Get Togethers
Our monthly informal get togethers are a chance to

share a cuppa and chat with other members who are

working to build connections. They are a space for

members to share news, exchange ideas, discuss

challenges and just check in with some friendly faces.

Our January event took place during the Great Winter

Get Together and focused on sharing our own

experiences of loneliness. We know loneliness does not

discriminate and it’s not uncommon to feel lonely or

isolated as we try to change our bit of the world. Zoe

and Ella were ill in March but we’re back on the last

Thursday of the month for everyone to join!

In May, we will hold our next network session, giving members a chance to bring their ideas

or challenges and engage in some speed dating and match-making to get support from

others. We are also hoping to support UK Youth in events and activities during Loneliness

Awareness Week in June, to raise awareness of youth loneliness, hear young people’s voices

on the topic, and provide space for sharing learning and solutions.

What's next?

It is a unique place to meet and chat
informally… it's a relief to meet others
who are also juggling everything and

sincerely just doing their best.

Diane, Connection Coalition
member, March 2022

Clare, Connection Coalition
member, February 2022



Throughout March and April, 2 years since the Connection Coalition was

founded, we ran a member survey asking about your experiences of the

Connection Coalition so far, and your priorities and feelings about the future. We

want to ensure that we only exist so long as there is a need, and we’re adding

value to our members and the wider sector of those working to build social

connections and relationships. We will be sharing the findings from the survey

and our next steps in determining the future of the Connection Coalition in

June.

Collaborating with the campaign for community
power

In February, we ran a joint workshop with We’re Right Here, the

campaign for community power that believes people should

have the power to shape the places where they live. Find out

more about the campaign here: https://www.right-here.org/

Connection Coalition member survey

It's unique in that it crosses all strands of
society and every type of organisation. It
represents a united front, well known and
well received for the work already done in
raising the profile of such an important topic.
It is a force for good and well placed to pull
together disparate organisations to work
together and support each other.

Dawn, Connection Coalition member, March 2022

https://www.right-here.org/


Ongoing connection enhancers

Active members contact list
An evolving document, this is shared at informal get togethers.
Members are invited to add their own details, describe the
support they can provide others and the support they are
looking for, and then connect.

Events hosted by other
organisations
We are often invited to attend and/or speak at
other organisations events. Whenever possible,
we will attend these and share the opportunity
with Connection Coalition members.

In March, Zoe attended the launch of Tower Hamlets’ new connection network, which
aims to support local organisations to work together to share ideas, information, and skills
to deliver a stronger local response to loneliness and isolation. Zoe was able to hear about
the great work happening in the borough and share her learning from running a
connection network on a national level.

Facebook group
Members are invited to join and directly connect with each other. They are
able to post their events and resources to share with others.

If you have questions about anything in this report or
have ideas for new connections or collaborations,

we’d love to hear from you. Please contact:
zoe@jocoxfoundation.org

www.connectioncoalition.org.uk

Connect with us!

https://www.connectioncoalition.org.uk/

