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From:
Sent:

To: Procedure Office

Cc: ‘David Noonan'

Subject: To the Secretary, Select Committee on Roxby Bill and new Indenture
Attachments: David Noonan to the Min for Planning on Northern Water (2) 07Jan2026.pdf

To: The Chairperson and the Secretary

Select Committee on the Roxby Downs (Indenture Ratification) (Amendment of Indenture) Amendment Bill
2026

c/o the Secretary at

cc Members of the Select Committee

Public input by David Noonan B.Sc., M.Env.St., Independent Environment Campaigner

RE: Community concern over Roxby Bill’s rushed inadequate process, extended legal privileges to BHP
interests, and continued threats to Mound Springs & GAB waters.

Dear Chairperson and Secretary

Please accept this initial public input to the Select Committee, consider my request to provide evidence on the
Roxby Bill and proposed new Indenture in a Public Hearing, and make my input public in a timely way.

Clearly, the Select Committee should allow a proper period for Members to consider public input to the
Committee before Reporting. This period and process should include opportunity for the Committee to take
evidence on public input in Public Hearings.

Community are seriously concerned over this rushed and inadequate process regarding such a key public
interest Bill and new Indenture, with legal and commercial privileges to be granted to BHP mining vested
interests, for a stated period of up to 50 years, including unwarranted legal precedence over a new long list of
SA Legislation. This is an outdated Indenture style override of contemporary laws, standards and due process
in SA, compromising an array of public rights and interests.

The intended timeline of the Select Committee process is nonsensical, with the Bill and Committee process
only out for effectively one working week of ‘consultation’ from Friday 22 May to input due on Monday 1 June,
with the Minister (who is on the Committee) stating in Parliament the Committee is to Report on 2™ June the
next day!

In public parlance this is a farce that should not be accepted by the Parliament and contravenes
contemporary community expectations and integrity in public process.

Few stakeholders and interested parties knew this Roxby Bill and new Indenture were coming ten years ahead
of expiry of the existing Roxby Indenture Act from 1982. Few were aware of - or were made aware of - the start
of this Select Committee process, announced in Parliamentary News on 22 May.

Clearly, interested parties are not being provided with a realistic warranted opportunity to prepare input
commensurate to the importance and complexity of the public interest and legal matters intended to be
determined for the next 50 years by the Clauses of this Roxby Bill and new Indenture. Such matters warrant
detailed public consideration rather than an apparent rush to avoid scrutiny, an effective secrecy over the
consequences of the provisions of the Roxby Bill and new Indenture.

There is no real Explanatory Memo provided for the Bill, a one sentence style listing of Clauses and broad
Topics in a Speech is not acceptable. The Minister said he doesn’t need to provide an explanation as the
Committee will consider this for the House of Assembly - what about a proper explanation ‘for the public’ ?
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In contrast, this Roxby Bill and new Indenture and the Minister’s Speech claim to recognise contemporary
community expectations to protect the unigue and fragile Mound Springs and the values and integrity of the
GAB groundwater system - but in practise seriously and unacceptably fail to do so.

In any case: the adversely impacting BHP Olympic Dam Wellfield / Borefield A inappropriately located amidst
the arc of Lake Eyre Mound Springs must close ASAP and must not - as intended in this Roxby Bill & new
Indenture - be Keep open for another decade toward expiry of BHP held Special Water License No.1in 2036,
with an arbitrary further option provided for either BHP or the SA State Gov to extend even that irresponsible
timeline.

The far larger long-term impacting BHP Olympic Dam Wellfield / Borefield B must be phased out as a public
interest priority and must not only be ‘reduced’ and then kept in operations taking GAB waters for decades
following expected State provision of Northern Water Project “commercial water” to BHP in/ from the early
2030’s.

A provision of extreme rights to BHP {referred to in the Minister's Speech) to expand an extend Wellfield B
operations - potentially for decades, if the State does not provide “commercial water” to BHP in a timely way,
is of serious concern to community given the precarious survival of the GAB Mound Springs as a Federal EPBC
Act Listed “Endangered Ecological Community”. This provision may indicate a ‘stepping away’ from the
Northern Water Project by the State Labor Gov?

| have been a Conservation SA representative on the Northern Water Project “Stakeholder Reference Group”
since its inception untill this April. The Project has repeatedly been delayed, including contentious changes to
the location of the de-sat facility site from a preferred Cape Hardy site to close to Whyalla. Assessment
Requirements for an EIS have still not even been released - though the Project Team still says an EIS is
expected to be released for consultation in Q3 this year.

The State Labor Government has already sought to encumber the public to pay an estimated $5 billion capital
cost for the Northern Water Project, to include an approx. one billion $ cost to the public and for State debt to
pay for a pipeline to supply desalinated sea water to BHP hundreds of kilometres from south of Whyalla up to
Olympic Dam. Presumably, the world’s largest mining company BHP should at least pay for its own core
required water supply pipeline infrastructure?

Now this Roxby Bill and new Indenture place an onus on the State to provide “commercial water” to BHP. If the
State doesn’t deliver that water, the Roxby Bill and new Indenture provide for BHP Olympic Dam Waellfield /
Borefield B to expand and extend operations for decades at an unacceptable environmental cost to the
integrity of GAB water flows and the survival of the unique and fragile Mound Springs, little gems of our natural
heritage and of ongoing fundamental cultural and spiritual importance to the Arabana People, the Native Title
holders over the area. This is entirely unacceptable.

To provide context to these key public interest issues that are before this Select Committee on the integrity of
GAB waters and for protection of the Mound Springs | provide a Letter to the Minister for Planning (attached
dated 07 Jan 2026) for consideration by Members of the Committee.

| emphasise the position taken by then Deputy Leader and Minister for Environment and Water the Hon Susan
Ciose MP (Letter to David Noonan, 18 July 2022).

“l agree with you that the real opportunity to achieve significant beneficial environmental and
cultural outcomes is to replace, or at least significantly reduce, Olympic Dam's current
extractions from the GAB with a new, sustainable water supply.”

The Hon Susan Close MP showed the leadership to achieve significant beneficial environmental and cultural
outcomes to replace Olympic Dam’s current extractions from the GAB, it is now for this Select Committee and
the HoA to recommend amendments to the Roxby Bill and new Indenture to finally deliver on this real
opportunity.

While the SA Labor Gov has privately agreed on new arrangements with BHP over the last two years outside of
the public realm, community has repeatedly sought engagement, transparency and public interest



environmental and cultural heritage outcomes - which are still being denied in this Roxby Bill and proposed
new Indenture.

If the Execute force this Bill through the HoA in June, on the back of such an inadequate Select Committee
process, then it will be up to the Legislative Council to represent Parliamentary integrity on such important
matters of due process, contemporary community expectations, and public interest policy and legislation.

Please feel free for the Secretary, Chairperson (who has not been publicly identified?) and Members of the
Committee & staff to contact regarding these matters.

Yours sincerely

David Noonan B.Sc., M.Env.St.
Independent Environment Campaigner
















