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The termination of the Grants for 
Voluntary Environment, Heritage and 
Sustainability Organisations program 
ends federal funding since the early 
1970s for state conservation councils 
and hundreds of smaller groups caring 
for nature around the country.

Non-government organisations such 
as ours fill a vital role in democratic 
society, ensuring our environment has 
a voice in political debate and policy 
decisions. 

The work of state and federal 
agencies has long been augmented 
by environment groups nation-wide 
working on-the-ground to protect 
and improve the health of their local 
environments.

FROM LOSS  TO OPPORTUNITY
The Federal Budget has been a harsh 
blow, not least for the environment. 
Conservation Council SA has been 
hit hard, with the loss of our core 
funding. Much of our sector are 
similiarly impacted. Important work 
for the environment and climate 
change now has an uncertain future.
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The cuts reveal the current government 
as stepping away from its traditional 
responsibilities, ending decades of 
environmental stewardship recognised 
as core business of the Commonwealth. 

South Australians who love nature 
must realise that it is not possible to 
rely on their leaders to care for it on 
their behalf. 

Now is a time of reflection at 
Conservation Council SA. As an 
organisation, and as a sector, we need 
to get back up. More than that, we 
need to grow and move forward. 

We are confident we can. We want you 
to join us in building a real movement 
for the environment in South Australia, 
by making sure our community is 
connected to nature and has a sense 
of how they can help create a better, 
more sustainable future for our state.

We are determined to stand strong 
against the tide of poor decisions from 
Canberra, while we also work hard for 
better alternatives. Together we can 
grow into a true force for nature in SA.
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Fight for Community Volunteers : : SA Renewables Boom at Risk : : Notices : :
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The EDO SA is the only community legal service in the state with expertise 
in environmental law. It doesn’t charge for its services - allowing all of the 
community and the environment sector access to vital legal expertise and 
knowledge we would not otherwise be able to afford. 

A DAY IN THE SWAMPS

Shortly after Conservation Council SA’s 
packed meeting to SAVE THE EDO in 
April, we were delighted that short-term 
funding was secured to enable them to 
stay open for 12 months. Now the work 
needs to shift to a long-term solution.  

This is a great example of the importance 
of standing up and fighting for what we 
believe in.

For more information or to donate to the 
EDO, visit their website.

THE FEDERAL BUDGET WAS NOT THE  BEGINNING OF THE CUTS TO THE ENVIRONMENT. 
IN DECEMBER LAST YEAR, THE LIBERAL GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED IT WOULD CEASE 
ALL FUNDING FOR ENVIRONMENT DEFENDERS OFFICES AROUND THE COUNTRY.

    

DEFENDERS SAVED... FOR NOW

Nadia has an extensive and impressive 
history in the environmental field, and 
will be a true asset to the organisation.
Outgoing President Rob Folwer continues 
as a vital member of our board. 

MESSAGE FROM
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

Anyone who hears some of the 
irresponsible, short-sighted decisions 
from Canberra over the last few 
months and is not concerned is not 
paying attention.  Equally though, 
anyone who sees some of the 
great on-the-ground work going 
on in South Australia  to help the 
environment and is not inspired 
hasn’t got a pulse.

It’s easy to get gloomy, but there 
is also much to to give us hope. In 
the same week as the bad federal 
budget news, we were heartened 
by the community interest in our  
project protecting swamps, the 
saving of the  EDO SA from closure, 
and reports that cuttlefish numbers 
are increasing in the Spencer Gulf. 

These positive stories are what 
we need to focus on, support and 
strengthen. That is why we are 
putting our energy into campaigns 
for NRM Community Grants and 
for the renewable energy target. 
Because the future is what we as a 
community plant today.

Craig Wilkins, Chief Executive

Their law reform work has also been 
crucial in improving environmental 
legislation and preventing abuses and 
shoddy practices.

When the current funding arrangement, 
which has existed since the 1990s, ends 
on the 30 June, the SA EDO would lose 
over 90% of its funding. 

We all know how important the EDO is. 
For years they have been helping us, and 
now it is our turn to help them. 

We were ‘swamped’ on May 15 with  
supporters eager to experience up close 
our Mount Lofty Region Southern Emu 
Wren and Fleurieu Peninsula Swamps 
Recovery Program.

This project helps support land holders 
and government agencies in the 
management of these endangered 
birds and their unique habitat.

The enthusiasm of our staff on the 
Recovery Program team, the curiosity 
of our guests, and the sunny weather 
made for a perfect day.

Thanks to everyone who took the 
opportunity to get their feet wet (not 
really, thanks to the new boardwalk) in 
our important conservation work.

www.edo.org.au/edosa

Conservation Council 
is proud to welcome 
Nadia McLaren as 
our new President.

NEW 
PRESIDENT

At the Mt Compass School 
Swamp



A DAY IN THE SWAMPS

We are concerned one of the losses is 
of the Natural Resource Management 
Community Grants Program, which 
supports local conservation and 
restoration projects across the state.

This will greatly affect the hundreds of 
volunteer community groups that rely 
on these funds to get out there and do 
the essential on-ground work caring 
for their local environments.

In the wake of the Federal Budgets cuts 
to the environment, we can not allow 
the State Government to also turn 
its back on helping volunteers out in 
the community who are getting their 
hands dirty doing what environment 
departments are unable and unwilling 
to do.

If you have ever considered 
volunteering for a local environment 
group, never has people-power been 
more needed and welcome than now.

Conservation Council SA will be 
campaigning with the community to 
save these important grants.

The dire funding situation for the 
South Australian Department for 
Environment, Water and Natural 
Resources unfortunately has not 
changed  following the state election.
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The Conservation Connection newsletter provides important updates on current 
environmental issues, distributed quarterly to our Friends of Conservation SA.

Join Friends of Conservation SA by becoming a regular monthly donor or making 
a contribution to Conservation Council SA today.

KEEP UPDATED ON THE STATE OF OUR ENVIRONMENT   

SA RENEWABLES BOOM AT RISK

DONATE
Online:

www.conservationsa.org.au

By Phone: 
08 8223 5155

Or Post with Reply Paid 83672

SA’S RENEWABLE ENERGY BOOM HAS BROUGHT NUMEROUS BENEFITS. IT HAS SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCED 
OUR EMISSIONS, LOWERED THE WHOLESALE PRICE OF OUR ELECTRICITY, AND IS PROVIDING JOBS TO 
OFFSET THOSE DISAPPEARING WITH THE STATE’S AUTO INDUSTRY. 

Opponents of the RET think this is a bad 
thing. They have no interest in Australia   
switching our electricity supply to 100% 
renewable as soon as possible. 

The rest of us know that the RET is even 
more critical now that we are facing a 
future without a price on carbon or any 
other penalty to polluters who do not 
constrain their emissions.

We are campaigning hard to make sure 
the RET survives  and even increases, 
including a presentation to the RET 
Review Panel and a series of public 
events over the next few months - get 
involved!

The RET is currently under review for the 
second time in two years, creating great 
uncertainty for investors. It is deeply 
unpopular with fossil fuel generators 
because it undermines their business 
model: the large number of solar 
households are buying less electricity, 
while wind energy with no fuel cost 
pushes out fossil fuels.

When the RET was established, it 
was intended that 20% of electricity 
generated would be from renewable 
sources by 2020. But electricity 
consumption has not increased as 
expected, meaning that the target may 
be exceeded. 

This has been possible because of the federal Renewable Energy Target (RET). 

Our state government put in place 
favourable policy settings for 
renewables, but this alone could not 
have driven the huge growth. 

SA has benefitted from the RET more 
than any other state. Of the $20b 
renewable energy investment it has 
driven nationwide, $5.5b has been here. 

The SA state government wants this 
to continue, recently establishing a 
target for a further $4.5b in low carbon 
investment ($10b total) by 2025. But this 
too is highly dependent on the RET.
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Plastic has become pervasive in our lives. It’s 
everywhere, and we’re addicted to it.  We are 
killing our planet with plastics.

The challenge: can you go a whole month 
without using one-use plastics?  Try it - it might 
be a permanent lifestyle change.

“I have had a reusable coffee cup since 2010. 
I have on average 4 take away coffees each 
week, and I use my cup about 90% of the 
time, I’ve saved about 740 coffee cups and 
lids from going to landfill, or worse, ending 
up in the ocean.”
- Conservation Council SA Biodiversity Manager Alex Gaut

TAKE THE CHALLENGE - PLASTIC FREE JULY

There are plenty of alternative ideas out there, to help you 
start changing your life and saving the planet. Find all the 
information and sign up to the Plastic Free July challenge.

CONSERVATION COUNCIL SA 
MERCHANDISE FOR SALE

‘TOP 4’ CHALLENGE 
1. Straws 
2. Plastic bags
3. Plastic bottles 
4. Coffee cup lids.

KIT UP 
Refillable water bottle
Reusable coffee cup
Reusable containers
Bamboo cutlery kit

www.plasticfreejuly.org

Calico bag and eco coffee cup 
$10.00 each

This May and June 
Australian Geographic 
stores are raising funds for 
research into the Spencer 
Gulf cuttlefish decline. 
A great way for you to 
support Conservation 
Council SA’s Reef Watch 
volunteers to monitor the 
use of artificial habitats by 
the species.

Do you know someone who made 
an outstanding contribution to 
environmental protection and 
deserves recognition? 

Nominations are now open for 
Conservation Council SA’s awards.

Categories: 

Jill Hudson Award for 
Environmental Protection

Young Achievers Award

Unsung Hero Award

The awards ceremony will be held 
on Thursday, 28 August at the 
Adelaide Zoo Conservation Centre.

This year’s winners will be 
announced by Minister for 
Sustainability, Environment and 
Conservation Ian Hunter MLC.

Nominations close COB Friday, 
8 August. Full information and 
nomination forms are available on 
our website.

www.conservationsa.org.au

ENVIRONMENT AWARDS

FOR CUTTLEFISH
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