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THE JOINERY IS REALLY TAKING SHAPE!

Only months after the initial idea to 
reactivate the old bus station into 
a community environment centre, 
already so much has happened on site at  
111 Franklin Street. 
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Conservation SA moved into our 
upstairs offices in January, followed by 
the tenants. It is a fantastic mix of SA’s 
environment and community groups. 
Already there is a wonderful positive 
shared energy in the building.

So many enthusiastic and generous 
people have already been involved 
in creating The Joinery so far. Thank 
you! We are gradually building a team 
of volunteers to make The Joinery an 
open, welcoming, exciting place all 
through the week. 

This Joinery is always for community, 
by the community — so we want and 
need everyone to join in its creation.

And there is plenty of work to do!

The next tasks are to complete the 
large community meeting space in 
the ground floor, and transform the 
outdoor space into a green oasis of 
gardens and art in the heart of the city. 
Not to mention an exciting new café 
being built!

Please put your hand up to volunteer 
of offer any in-kind support or building 
materials on the website.

We do not have the money to do this 
on our own, so we will be launching a 
crowdfunding campaign soon. We will 
be calling on all our friends who also 
beleive this is a future they want to be a 
part of to invest in creating The Joinery. 

www.thejoinery.org.au

CREATING THE JOINERY



MAY 2015 SEES THE CULMINATION OF 
OUR GREEN HUBS ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
PROGRAM, A THREE YEAR PROJECT TO 
ASSIST COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS 
ACROSS SA TO REDUCE THEIR ENERGY 
USE AND COSTS. 

Participating organisations included 
sports clubs, social services 
organisations, RSLs, churches, cultural 
organisations, arts organisations and 
environment groups.

We provided free energy audits 
to 38 organisations, delivered 53 
presentations on energy efficiency and 
distributed 700 copies of our Green 
Hubs Energy Efficiency Guide. 

What a start to the year! Twelve 
months ago in an organisational 
‘envisioning’ session a major theme 
to arise was the desire for a new 
home and hub for the environment 
movement in SA. Then a few months 
later we saw the ‘for rent’ sign out the 
front of the old bus station.

And now here we are in The Joinery!

But this is not just about having a 
home and hub. It is a deliberate shift 
in how we talk with the community, 
how we reach out, connect and 
inspire South Australians to care 
about their environment and live 
more sustainably.

Our role as the voice for the  SA 
environment is to ensure the 
community is aware of and responding 
to our state’s environmental 
challenges such as as marine and 
land biodiversity, mining, nuclear and 
renewable energy.

Having this welcoming space in the 
centre of the city will be instrumental 
in us succeeding in these aims.

We look forward to seeing you here!

Craig Wilkins, Chief Executive

MESSAGE FROM
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

SUPER TRAWLER RALLY IN PORT ADELAIDE
Conservation SA helped organise on 26 April a community action on against 
the Super Trawler recently allowed to operate by the Australian Government, 
sparking outrage around the country. It was great to stand with recreational fishers, 
conservationists, divers and concerned community members in Port Adelaide to 
take action to protect our oceans.

 

Participating organisations have 
made significant progress, with some 
reducing their energy use by up to 30%. 

We are very excited to announce that 
we will be working with the Office for 
Recreation and Sport in 2015/16 on an 
energy and water savings project for 
their clubs, including an information 
manual and training for green 
championns.

We would like to publically recognise 
Kathy Whitta, our Sustainable 
Communities Coordinator, for her 
fantastic work on this project.

GREENHUBS PROJECT WRAP UP

The Environmental Defenders Office 
SA, providers of environment legal aid 
in our state, are still struggling after 
having their federal funding cut.

Please help them continue their 
invaluable work for the entire 
environmetal sector either by 
donating directly or buying a ticket 
to their fundraising film night for 
‘Woman in Gold’ at the Capri Cinema 
on Saturday 6 June 2015.
www.edosa.org.au/filmnight

SAVE THE EDO



RENEWABLES NOT RADIOACTIVE

The Conservation Connection provides a half-yearly update to the 
 Friends of Conservation SA —  our invaluable regular monthly donors.

We would prefer to print fewer newsletters —  please tell us if you only want 
to receive emails version by emailing us at conservationsa@conservationsa.org.au

KEEP UPDATED ABOUT CONSERVATION SA DONATE
Online:

www.conservationsa.org.au

By Phone: 
08 8223 5155

Or Post with Reply Paid 83672

INVEST IN RENEWABLES
Thank you to all our supporters who have shifted their 
electicity  from the Dirty 3 — Origin, Energy Australia and 
AGL — who are actively campaigning against the Renewable 
Energy Target.

By swapping to Diamond Energy, a genuine renewable 
energy company rated #1 in South Australia*,  you are taking 
a real and positive step toward supporting a renewable 
energy future.

Find out more and make the switch:  

www.diamondenergy.com.au/conservation-sa-2

GLOBAL DIVESTMENT DAY 

You are also supporting 
Conservation SA, as 
Diamond will make a small 
contribution to us for each 
switch, so we can continue 
our work advocating for 
renewables in SA! 
 

We had great fun as our Tiny Turners singing to the crowd in 
Rundle Mall to ‘Simply Divest’ on Friday 13 February. You can 
watch the hilarious video on facebook page.

EARLIER THIS YEAR PREMIER JAY WEATHERILL LAUNCHED 
A ROYAL COMMISSION IN TO THE NUCLEAR FUEL CHAIN. 

Conservation SA has led a campaign to help shape the 
Terms of Reference of this Royal Commission. Through 
our coordination of hundreds of public email submissions, 
the final Terms of Reference include a focus on the 
environment, community health and safety, and lessons 
learned from past South Australian nuclear practices.

We have also been actively working with the community 
to look at the risks associated with the nuclear industry, 
and supporting both city and rural groups that prefer an 
expansion of renewable industries. It has been great to see 
people take such a positive interest in this very big issue.

Conservation SA have commissioned Friends of the Earth 
campaigner and longtime nuclear expert Dr Jim Green to 
produce a detailed exploration of all the issues that the 
Royal Commission needs to look at.

Please visit our website www.conservationsa.org for 
these reports and other developments.

* The Greenpeace Green Electricity Guide 2014
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EARTH HOUR CANDLELIT DINNER

SWAMP FEST PLANTING DAY

We are calling for volunteers to help 
with the fourth Swamp Fest planting 
day of the critically endangered Mount 
Compass Oak-bush and help restore 
habitat in the Fleurieu Peninsula 
swamps.

Stipiturus Conservation Park protects 
one of the largest and most intact peat 
swamps on the Fleurieu Peninsula and is 
home to a small population of Mt Lofty 
Ranges Southern Emu Wren. 

The past three annual Swamp Fest 
planting days have doubled the global 
population of Mt Compass Swamp oak-

Abundant evidence shows a strong connection 
between spending time in nature and multiple positive 
wellbeing effects (mental, emotional, physical, social) 
through connecting to self, others and nature. 

That’s why Conservation SA wants to establish a new 
project Community Connecting to Nature. 

The program will be designed to help people experience 
nature, improve the wellbeing of disadvantaged South 
Australians and increase a care for nature within our 
community.

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone 
who recently voted for our new project to get funding 
through the Fund My Community process.  We will keep 
you posted on any developments.

THERE ARE SO MANY AMAZING BENEFITS 
FROM CONNECTING TO NATURE.

Thank you to all our guests and speakers at our Earth Hour Candlelit Dinner on Saturday 
 28 March. Our first event at The Joinery was a great success with a lovely evening of wonderful 
conversation, fine food and inspirational speakers. 

Our appreciation to David White, North Adelaide Village Branch Manager, Bendigo Bank for 
speaking at and sponsoring the event.

EARTH HOUR CANDLELIT DINNER

COMMUNITY CONNECTING TO NATURE

Date:  Sunday 28 June 2015

Time:  (9.30 am morning tea) 10 am–3pm

Place: Stipiturus Conservation Park 
             Fleurieu Peninsula, 
             7 kms from Mount Compass

RSVP: Registrations by 21 June to Jodie Woof 
             8550 3426 or jodie.woof@sa.gov.au

             Complimentary lunch provided.
             Families welcome.

Last year more than 80 volunteers took part in 
Swamp Fest and planted 3500 plants.


