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Good morning, everyone, and thanks again for Dr. Bergeron and 
the conference team for making this a great event thus far.
First, a quick introduction is in order.  I’m a man most grateful 
because of a merciful Savior who redeemed my life in the 
summer of 1982 after my freshman year at the University of 
Arkansas at Little Rock.  I would go on to finish with a Bachelor 
of Science in Chemistry, and then a Masters of Science in 
Chemistry at Texas A&M.  For a season worked for 
Westinghouse as a Research Scientist.  In God’s providence, a 
career change to Information Systems has provided me the 
opportunity to work in healthcare.  I currently work with the 
Enterprise Application Integration team at CommonSpirit Health.  
Also, that year I volunteered to serve on Georgia Right to Life’s 
board of directors, and last November finished my seventh year 
as president.
Dr. Bergeron asked me to provide an update on the battle for 
personhood here in Georgia, so I will briefly start with the 
foundations then address the cultural, judicial, and legislative 
aspects of the battle.
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Jesus, God the Son, is sovereign over all creation, having all 
authority over it having triumphed over sin and death 
(Colossians 1:16-18).
The King of Kings has given the command to his people to 
make disciples of all nations, teaching them to observe all that 
He commanded (Matthew 28:19-20) to fulfill the promises 
regarding the advance of the Kingdom of God in the world 
(e.g. Isaiah 9:6-8; Psalm 110).
Adam and Eve’s rebellion against their Creator in the Garden 
not only separated mankind from God, but their sin marred the 
world and everything in it – ending in death.  Thus, the 
creation alone cannot be a reliable standard for law, and even 
it were not affected by the Fall mankind’s attempts to make it 
so would be affected by his fallen state.  We must rely upon 
the sure foundation of the Scriptures as the standard for the 
fundamental spheres government:  self, family, church, and 
tribe/nation.
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§ Jesus, God the Son, is sovereign over all creation, having all authority over it 
(Colossians 1:16-18).

§ The King of kings has given authority to his people to make disciples of all nations, 
teaching them to observe all that He commanded (Matthew 28:19-20) to fulfill the 
promises regarding the advance of the Kingdom of God in the world (Isaiah 9:6-8; 
Psalm 110).

§ The Fall rendered the creation from being a self-sufficient standard to deduce law 
and authority (Genesis 3:17; Romans 8:20-21).



So, let’s apply that standard to the concept of personhood.  In Scripture, mankind was created in God’s 
image and likeness.  After the Global Flood, God Almighty established His law in the earth for all 
mankind:  

“And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from every beast I will require it and from man. 
From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for the life of man. Whoever sheds the blood of 
man, by man shall his blood be shed, for God made man in his own image.” 

– Genesis 9:5-6
God gave to mankind the right to life as His special creation, this and other God-ordained rights and 
responsibilities differentiate the human organism from the rest of creation and form the basis of biblical 
personhood.

But what happens when as a result of rejecting God we reject or ignore personhood?

Rescue those who are being taken away to death; hold back those who are stumbling to the 
slaughter.  If you say, “Behold, we did not know this,” does not He who weighs the heart 
perceive it?  Does not He who keeps watch over your soul know it, and will He not repay man 
according to his work?

– Proverbs 24:11-12
In the ancient Hebrew republic, the people chose “wise, understanding, and experienced men” for the 
administration of civil government (Deuteronomy 1:13-17).  Those civil magistrates were to look to God’s 
Word and judge righteously the cases brought before them:  not be partial, nor favor the poor or those 
with no political influence.  There were not to be intimidated by those who would want an unjust ruling in 
their favor, nor allow the love of money and power to frustrate justice by taking bribes.
In failing to uphold God’s Law innocent people die by stripping men, women, and children of their 
personhood.  How is this reflected in culture today?
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§ Mankind was created in God’s image and likeness, and after the Global Flood He 
established His law to protect life (Genesis 9:5-6).

§ God gave to mankind the right to life as His special creation, this and other God-
ordained rights and responsibilities differentiate the human organism from the rest 
of creation and form the basis of biblical personhood.

§ We will be held accountable for our unwillingness to protect the lives of the 
innocent from death (Proverbs 24:11-12).

§ To protect life people are to choose “wise, understanding, and experienced men” 
for the administration of civil government (Deuteronomy 1:13-17). 



The apostasy of this once Christian nation does not just affect where people will be 
Sunday morning.  It affects how we see ourselves and others, how we act and our 
relationships with others.  America’s dalliance with “everyone doing what is right in 
their own eyes” is advanced through secular humanism and exercised through 
individual autonomy.  This cultural rot trivialized marriage and family, ignored them, 
then attempted to remake them to our whims.  Darwinism was the cultural aqua regia
– the strong acid – that hastened the breakdown of Christendom in the West, and its 
effects in the sciences and the arts left no part of culture untouched.
This profoundly affects all aspects of health care.  Last night Dr. McCullough’s 
presentation illustrated the national and global affects when the guardrails of God’s 
Law are ignored regarding public health administration.
In America’s healthcare arena the most egregious example of this failure is the 
legalization of elective abortion in the mid-20th century which was made national in 
1973 with the Roe v. Wade opinion of the U.S. Supreme Court.  And though that 
court’s Dobbs opinion last year vacated the wicked federal court precedents of Roe 
and related cases, it left to the individual states the question of personhood and 
protecting preborn children from homicide.
The leaven of Darwin and the leaven of secularism have so permeated our culture 
that on the eve of the Dobbs decision the American Medical Association declared that 
limiting access to elective abortion “a violation of human rights” and will take any 
necessary legal steps to protect patients and doctors that seek and administer 
elective abortions.  In doing so it has stripped the personhood of human children in 
their mothers’ wombs.
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§ The apostasy of this once Christian nation affects how we see ourselves and others, 
how we act and our relationships with others.

§ Darwinism was the cultural aqua regia – the strong acid – that hastened the 
breakdown of Christendom in the West, and its effects in the sciences and the arts 
left no part of culture untouched.

§ Example:  the American Medical Association in June 2022 stripped the personhood 
of preborn children by declaring that outlawing elective abortion is a “violation of 
human rights.”



And in Georgia our abortion regulations are a very weak 
deterrent, at points placing the decision whether a child lives 
or dies in the hands of the abortionist.  And though Georgia’s 
LIFE Act of 2019 acknowledges the personhood of the preborn 
child, it doesn’t provide these children with equal protection 
from those who would threaten his or her life.  
• Elective abortion is still a profitable business in Georgia, 

13 abortuaries are flourishing, even attracting women from 
other states, making Georgia an abortion destination state.

• Data from sidewalk counselors suggests these facilities 
combined kill an average of 195 preborn children every 
business day.

• In addition, do-it-yourself chemical abortions, which 
represent over half of all abortions, are still legal in 
Georgia.
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§ Acknowledges the personhood of the preborn child but doesn’t provide these 
children with equal protection from those who would threaten his or her life.

§ Elective abortion is still a profitable business in Georgia, 13 abortuaries are 
flourishing, even attracting women from other states, making Georgia an abortion 
destination state.

§ Data from sidewalk counselors suggests these facilities combined kill an average 
of 195 preborn children every business day.

§ In addition, do-it-yourself chemical abortions, which represent over half of all 
abortions, are still legal in Georgia.



What must we do to advance the restoration of 
personhood in our day?  First, there must be a free 
and full redemption of souls and discipleship that 
applies every aspect of faith in Christ to every area 
of our lives.
We must acknowledge that the days are evil and 
trust that the Lord will provide wisdom, divine 
guidance, and courage when we commit our days 
and ways to Him as we seek justice.
We must commit to using our time, talents, and 
treasure to intentionally advance the foundation of 
personhood in our sphere of influence for the honor 
of Christ and the good of our posterity.
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§ There must be a free and full redemption of souls and discipleship that applies  
every aspect of faith in Christ to every area of our lives.

§ We must acknowledge that the days are evil and trust that the Lord will provide 
wisdom, divine guidance, and courage when we commit our days and ways to Him.

§ We must commit to using our time, talents and treasure to intentionally advance the 
foundation of personhood in our sphere of influence for the honor of Christ and the 
good of our posterity.



We must join together to support the adoption of the 
Personhood Amendment to the Bill of Rights in 
Georgia’s State Constitution.

“Paramount right to life. This state shall 
recognize the paramount right to life of all 
human beings as persons at any stage of 
development from fertilization to natural death.”

Please pray for State Representative Charlice Byrd 
who has agreed to sponsor the resolution for the 
amendment.  To keep up with the effort, please sign 
the petition at https://grtlpetitions.online.
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§ Georgia Right to Life is a catalyst in rallying stakeholders in communities across 
the state to support the Personhood Amendment by adding the following to the Bill 
of Rights section in Georgia’s Constitution: 

“Paramount right to life. This state shall recognize the paramount right to life of all 
human beings as persons at any stage of development from fertilization to natural 
death.”

§ State Representative Charlice Byrd has agreed to sponsor the resolution for the 
amendment

§ Encourage Governor Kemp to support the effort by signing the petition at 
https://grtlpetitions.online



10


