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FINAL LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY 

2022 SESSION 
 

 

OVERVIEW 

    

    Despite schools and businesses returning to normal operations, the 2022 session of the 

General Assembly maintained COVID-19 restrictions. The public had limited access to 

the building, masks were still required, and public hearings and committee meetings were 

held remotely.  Although access to the second floor of the Capitol building, where the 

House Chamber and offices are located, was restored; the third floor, where the Senate is 

located, remained closed to the public. The remote hearings and meetings, along with 

restricted access, made it more difficult for the public and lobbyists to communicate with 

legislators when compared to pre-pandemic years.  

 

    Unlike past years, the focus of the Connecticut Catholic Public Affairs Conference (the 

Conference) was primarily on legislation related to the life teachings of the Catholic 

Church, and not on legislation relating to its social justice teachings. This limited focus 

was driven by the number of raised bills concerning the expansion of Connecticut’s 

abortion laws and the push for physician-assisted suicide. The word “abortion” was 

usually a word not mentioned in the Capitol by elected officials on either side of the aisle, 

but 2022 was very different because of the increasing national debate on the issue.   

 

CT MARCH FOR LIFE 2022  

 

    The Conference was proud to be a major sponsor of the first ever CT March for Life 

on March 23rd at the State Capitol. Working closely with the National March for Life, the 

Family Institute of Connecticut and the Knights of Columbus, the march was a 

resounding success. Thousands of people converged on Hartford from all around the state 

to make their voices heard on the issue of the sanctity of the life of the unborn and to 

listen to a fantastic list of speakers. The Conference and all the organizations that helped 

make this event a success are planning for an even larger event in 2023. The unborn in 

our state need a voice to speak for them. 

 

PHYSICIAN-ASSISTED SUICIDE  

  

    The Conference was successful in once again turning back the effort to legalize 

physician-assisted suicide in our state.  Like last year, the legislation was voted out of the 

Public Health Committee, then died without a vote in the Judiciary Committee. Over the 

past ten years the Conference has been successful in blocking numerous attempts to 

legalize physician-assisted suicide. 
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ABORTION CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

 

     A bill opposed by the Conference, calling for a constitutional amendment to make 

abortion, at any time during the pregnancy, a constitutional right was voted out of 

committee, but died awaiting action in the Senate. We expect to see action on a similar 

bill in the 2023 legislative session due to the pending reversal of Roe v Wade.  It was too 

late in this session for the legislature to take action on the bill after the leak occurred, but 

now Democratic leaders and candidates are calling for its passage. 

 

ABORTION EXPANSION LEGISLATION  

   

     Unfortunately, the Conference was not successful in stopping several abortion 

expansion bills, which had strong support of Democratic leadership, including the 

Governor. A positive point, however, is that the debates in the committees and the two 

chambers was the first time in decades that the issue of abortion has been debated within 

the walls of the Capitol. Some members of the General Assembly were shocked to learn 

about the racist aspects of abortion and how prevalent it is in minority communities. 

Several legislative members of the Black and Puerto Rican Caucus called for a further 

examination of this issue.  

 

     The final version of the abortion expansion bill, commonly called the “Reproductive 

Freedom Defense Act”, was modified in two ways which represented successes for the 

Conference.  First, the original language that would have allowed a “safe harbor” for 

abortionists breaking state laws in their home states and fleeing to Connecticut for legal 

protection was removed. Instead, the law is now a “shield law” protecting abortionists 

and clients from legal action taken against them from other states when the abortions are 

performed in Connecticut. 

     Second, the original bill was worded to allow advance practice clinicians (physician 

assistants, nurse mid-wives and APRNs) to perform an abortion at any stage of the 

pregnancy. The bill now limits the scope of practice for these clinicians to early stage 

abortions commonly using medication or the aspiration procedure.  A failure of this bill is 

that it contains no training requirements for this new group of clinicians before they can 

perform an abortion. This lack of training requirements was ignored by the proponents of 

the bill and may prove to be harmful to women. 

BUDGET BILL - SHIELD LAW EXPANDED TO INCLUDE GENDER 

IDENTITY TREATMENT 

    One interesting last minute addition to the over 600 page budget bill was a provision 

extending the new “shield law” for abortionists to also include doctors practicing 

transgender therapy and surgeries.  This topic had no public hearing and was never 

discussed publicly until the budget bill surfaced in the last days of the session. The last 

minute inclusion in the budget bill was a tactical move to avoid discussion of the issue 

and its potential impact on parental rights and minors.  How this provision relates to the 

state budget is unclear. Additionally, this provision has not received any media attention, 

which was another of the intentions of its sponsors. 

 

    The purpose of this provision is to protect doctors in Connecticut from new restrictive 

laws related to medical procedures adopted in other states for minors seeking to change 
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their biological sex to a new gender identity. Laws enacted or discussed in other states all 

appear directed towards minors seeking to change their sexual identity.  Many medical 

professionals feel it is unsafe to treat minors with hormone changing medications, 

puberty blockers and bodily altering surgeries. Connecticut has no restrictions on these 

medications and surgeries, so it can be a destination state for these treatments when it 

comes to minors.     

 

RELEVANT LINKS 

 

      Please find below notes on the legislation referenced above with links to the language 

of each bill and voting tallies so you can view how your Senator or Representative voted.     

 

 

Physician-Assisted Suicide – SB 88 “AN ACT CONCERNING AID IN DYING FOR 

TERMINALLY ILL PATIENTS” was voted out of the Public Health Committee and sent 

to the Senate. The Senate referred the bill to the Judiciary Committee. An unusual 

procedure of only allowing the Senate members of the committee to vote was invoked. It 

failed to pass. It is believed there was strong opposition within the committee so this 

procedure was followed to quickly kill the legislation. 

 

FACT SHEET:  Physician-Assisted Suicide 

FINAL STATUS: Died in the Judiciary Committee 

 

 

Constitutional Amendment Making Abortion a Right at any Stage of Gestation – 

SJ 30 “RESOLUTION PROPOSING A STATE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT TO 

RECOGNIZE A RIGHT OF PERSONAL REPRODUCTIVE AUTONOMY AND 

FREEDOM” was voted out of the Government Administration and Elections Committee  

and sent to the Senate. The Senate took no action on the legislation and it died at the end 

of the session. 

  

FACT SHEET:  Proposed Constitutional Amendment on Abortion 

FINAL STATUS: Died on Senate Calendar awaiting further action 

 

 

Expanding Medical Providers Who Can Perform Abortions in Connecticut – 

HB 5261 “AN ACT INCREASING ACCESS TO REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE” was 

voted out of the Public Health Committee and sent to the House.  

 

FACT SHEET:  Expansion of Abortion Providers  

FINAL STATUS: HB 5261 was amended to HB 5414 in the House and passed both 

chambers. See HB 5414 below.  

 

Reproductive Freedom Defense Act – HB 5414 “AN ACT CONCERNING THE 

PROVISION OF PROTECTIONS FOR PERSONS RECEIVING AND PROVIDING 

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE SERVICES IN THE STATE AND ACCESS TO 

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH CARE SERVICES IN THE STATE.” was voted out of the 

Judiciary Committee and sent to the House. In the House, HB 5414 was combined with 

HB 5261 and was passed. The new version of HB 5414 was then voted on by the Senate 

and passed.  

https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/FC/PDF/2022SB-00088-R000064-FC.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/TS/S/PDF/2022SB-00088-R00PHA-CV121-TS.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/TS/S/PDF/2022SB-00088-R00JUD-CV135-TS.PDF
https://ctstoppas-ctcatholic.nationbuilder.com/the_facts_on_pas_and_s_b_88
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/FC/PDF/2022SJ-00030-R000389-FC.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/TS/S/PDF/2022SJ-00030-R00GAE-CV54-TS.PDF
https://action.ctcatholicpac.org/background_on_s_j_30_the_abortion_amendment
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/FC/PDF/2022HB-05261-R000467-FC.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/TS/H/PDF/2022HB-05261-R00PH-CV106-TS.PDF
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ctcatholic/pages/52/attachments/original/1648835351/Background_on_HB_5261.pdf?1648835351
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/ACT/PA/PDF/2022PA-00019-R00HB-05414-PA.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/TS/H/PDF/2022HB-05414-R00JUD-CV89-TS.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/TS/H/PDF/2022HB-05414-R00JUD-CV89-TS.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/VOTE/H/PDF/2022HV-00065-R00HB05414-HV.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2022/VOTE/S/PDF/2022SV-00267-R00HB05414-SV.PDF
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FACT SHEET:  Legal Protections of Abortion Providers from out of state actions.  

                             Fails to Follow State Procedures for Change in Scope of Practice 

                             Lack of training for Nurse-Midwives and others  

                             Makes it more Difficult to Protect Minors from Predators                            

 

FINAL STATUS: Governor Lamont signed Public Act 22-19 into law on May 5, 2022.  

 

Transgender Provision in Budget Bill – HB 5506 “AN ACT ADJUSTING THE STATE 

BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM ENDING JUNE 30, 2023, CONCERNING 

PROVISIONS RELATED TO REVENUE, SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION AND OTHER 

ITEMS TO IMPLEMENT THE STATE BUDGET AND AUTHORIZING AND 

ADJUSTING BONDS OF THE STATE. 

FINAL STATUS: HB 5506 was passed in both chambers.  

https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ctcatholic/pages/52/attachments/original/1650307702/HB_5414_fact_sheet.pdf?1650307702
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ctcatholic/pages/52/attachments/original/1650801860/HB_5414_Procedure_DPH.pdf?1650801860
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ctcatholic/pages/52/attachments/original/1650801859/HB_5414_Midwife_standards.pdf?1650801859
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/ctcatholic/pages/52/attachments/original/1650801859/HB_5414_Midwife_standards.pdf?1650801859

