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Catholics in the Public 
Square: “Advocating for 
the Common Good“ 



The Challenge is Finding the 

Balance Between Religious Beliefs 

and Political Beliefs
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The Church is not a Democrat 

or Republican Organization

3



4

“Let Freedom Ring” A 2010 pastoral letter by 
Bishop William Lori, Diocese of Bridgeport

The Call for Catholic Involvement
Involvement Based on Catholic Moral and Social Teachings
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“By our faith we are bound all the  more … may 
Christians…be proud of the opportunity to carry 
out these earthly activities in such a way as to 
integrate human, domestic, professional, scientific 
and technical enterprises with religious values, 
under whose supreme direction 
all things are ordered to the
glory of God”. 

“The Participation of Catholics in

Political Life”, Doctrinal Note,  2002
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Overview

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship is the teaching document 
of the Catholic Bishops of the United States on the political 
responsibility of Catholics. It provides guidance for all who seek to 
exercise their rights and duties as citizens. It is issued every four years 
before the November elections.

“Conscience is not something that allows us to justify doing whatever we want, 
nor is it a mere "feeling" about what we should or should not do. Rather, 

conscience is the voice of God resounding in the human heart, revealing the 
truth to us and calling us to do what is good while shunning what is evil.

Ideas to form our conscience:
1) Begin by being open to the truth and what is right. 
2) Study Sacred Scripture and the teaching of the Church. 
3) Examine the facts and background information about various choices and be 

discerning in where we gather information. 
4) Prayerfully reflect to discern the will of God.
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Overview

 Four Principles, taken together comprise the “consistent life ethic”. 
- the dignity of the human person 
- the common good 
- subsidiarity 
- solidarity

 Rightly understood, this ethic does not treat all issues as morally 
equivalent; nor does it reduce Catholic teaching to one or two issues. 

 Catholic voters should use Catholic teaching to examine candidates’ 
positions on issues and should consider candidates’ integrity, 
philosophy, and performance. 
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Overview

The Four Principles:

The Dignity of the Human Person - Human life is sacred because every person is 
created in the image and likeness of God.

The Common Good - is comprised of “the sum total of social conditions which 
allow people, either as groups or as individuals, to reach their fulfilment more 
fully and more easily.” The economy must serve people, not the other way 
around.

Subsidiarity – promote the dignity of the person by showing concern for the 
family, groups, associations, and local realities. The family, based on marriage 
between a man and a woman, is the fundamental unit of society.

Solidarity is “a firm and persevering determination to commit oneself to . . . 
the good of all and of each individual, because we are all really responsible for 
all.” 
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Overview

Balancing the Issues
A shot at both sides of the aisle

Two temptations in public life can distort the Church’s defense of human 
life and dignity: 

 The first is a moral equivalence that makes no ethical distinctions 
between different kinds of issues involving human life and dignity. 
The direct and intentional destruction of innocent human life from the 
moment of conception until natural death is always wrong and is not 
just one issue among many. It must always be opposed. 



12

Overview

Balancing the Issues
A shot at both sides of the aisle

Two temptations in public life can distort the Church’s defense of human life and 
dignity: 

 The second is the misuse of these necessary moral distinctions as a 
way of dismissing or ignoring other serious threats to human life and 
dignity. Racism and other unjust discrimination, the use of the death 
penalty, resorting to unjust war, environmental degradation, the use 
of torture, war crimes, the failure to respond to those who are 
suffering from hunger or a lack of health care or housing, 
pornography, human trafficking, redefining civil marriage, 
compromising religious liberty, or unjust immigration policies are all 
serious moral issues that challenge our consciences and require us to 
act. 
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Overview

The Final Decision on Election Day is Yours

After you have reflected on the candidates and how 
their positions aligned with Catholic teachings make 

your choice.
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Overview

The Final Decision on Election Day is Yours

THINK, PRAY, VOTE

Will your vote strengthen the
“common good” 

of our society and align with the
“consistent life ethic”

Let us take a deeper look at what we mean by the 
“common good”



Catholic Social Thought    

(CST) and the Common

Good 

Critical to Catholic thinking is the fundamental concept of the common 
good. The Catechism, defines the common good as: 

“the sum total of social conditions which allow people, either as 
groups or as individuals, to reach their fulfillment more fully and more 

easily.” Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 1906

The common good applies to each human community, but its most 
complete realization occurs in the political community where the 
state’s role is 

“to defend and promote the common good of civil society, its citizens, 
and intermediate bodies.” Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 1910.
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Catholic Social Thought    

(CST) and the Common

Good 

The Catechism notes three essential elements of the common 
good:

1. Respect for the individual
The Catechism notes that all “public authorities are bound to respect the 

fundamental and inalienable rights of the human person.” This means far more than the 
utilitarian “greatest good for the greatest number,” but insists that majorities respect 
individual rights. Catechism, no. 1907

2. The social well-being and development of the group
This element is ensuring the accessibility to each person of “what is needed to 

lead a truly human life: food, clothing, health, work, education and culture, suitable 
information, the right to establish a family, and so on.” Catechism, no. 1908

3. Peace and stability in society
This element of peace and stability presupposes that “authority should ensure 

by morally acceptable means the security of society and its members.” Catechism, no. 1909
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Catholic Social Thought    

(CST) and the Common

Good 

The state shares responsibility for the common 
good. Authority is legitimate only as long as it acts 
in the common good. Catechism, no. 1903
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Catholic Social Thought    

(CST) and the Common

Good 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes three essential 

elements of the common good:

1. Rights: The common good presupposes respect for the person as such. The 

public authorities (government) must respect and protect the rights of the 

human person. In other words: respect people.

2. Needs (Prosperity): The common good requires the social well-being and 

development of the group itself. Public authorities should make accessible 

what is needed to lead a truly human life, for example: food, clothing, health, 

work, education and culture, information, and the right to establish a family. In 

other words: help people.

18



Catholic Social Thought    

(CST) and the Common

Good 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes three essential elements of the 

common good:

Peace: The common good requires peace. Public authority should ensure a 

morally acceptable means of security and defense of its people. In other words: 

protect people.

 In addition, however, we also pursue a Universal Common Good.

 The world today is increasingly interdependent, meaning, we all rely on other 

countries for our own well-being. Though we may live in different parts of the 

world, we are all a part of one human family and, therefore, we seek a 

universal common good.
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The Bishops of the United States call for us to focus on several 
issues during election time. We are called to consider these issues, in 
view of the moral teachings of the church and its call to support the 
common good. 

 Address the preeminent requirement to protect human life—by restricting 
and bringing to an end the destruction of unborn children through abortion 
and the use of euthanasia and assisted suicide to deal with the burdens of 
illness and disability.

 Protect the fundamental understanding of marriage as the life-long and 
faithful union of one man and one woman as the central institution of 
society; promote the complementarity of the sexes and reject false 
“gender” ideologies

 Achieve comprehensive immigration reform that offers a path to citizenship

 Help families and children overcome poverty and ensure access to and 
choice in education

20



The Bishops of the United States call for us to focus on several 
issues during election time. We are called to consider these issues, in 
view of the moral teachings of the church and its call to support the 
common good. 

 Ensure full conscience protection and religious freedom for individuals and 
groups to meet social needs

 Provide health care while respecting human life, human dignity, and 
religious freedom in our health care system

 Continue to oppose policies that reflect racism, hostility toward immigrants, 
religious bigotry, and other forms of unjust discrimination

 Establish and comply with moral limits on the use of military force 

 Join with others around the world to pursue peace, protect human rights 
and religious liberty, and advance economic justice and care for creation
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