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Former Stearns County sheriff’s Sgt. Phil Meemken has been sentenced to two years in

prison after admitting that he violated the terms of his probation from a sex offense

conviction.

Meemken, 45, was using marijuana and methamphetamine, failed to complete sex

offender treatment, possessed pornography and failed to keep in contact with his

probation agent, according to court records. He had been on probation since June 2012,

when he was sentenced after pleading guilty to one count of fourth-degree criminal sexual

conduct and two counts of providing alcohol to a minor.

Meemken originally was charged in April 2010 with more than 20 counts that accused him

of providing alcohol to juveniles and then sexually assaulting them. Meemken was in

charge of the Sheriff’s Office Explorer Post, and two of the alleged victims were members

of that group.

The Explorer Post is a program to teach young adults about law enforcement.

Meemken was sentenced in June 2012 to two years in prison, with all but nine months

stayed on several conditions. Meemken served about 220 days before he was released.

He was arrested in August after a probation agent said he wasn’t complying with the terms

of his probation.

At a hearing Thursday, a probation agent testified that Meemken was a threat to the

community given his recent behavior and that the behavior might lead him back to re-

offending, according to court records.

Stearns County District Court Judge Vicki Landwehr sentenced Meemken to the

remainder of his two-year sentence, which includes 10 years of conditional release after he
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has served his prison time.

The complaint originally charging Meemken outlines several instances in which Meemken

is accused of getting the teenagers drunk and performing various sex acts on them, some

when the teens allegedly were incapacitated because of their intoxication.

Meemken admitted that he drank alcohol with the minors but said he was so intoxicated

that he doesn’t remember anything else. He testified during his plea hearing that he had

no reason to dispute victim’s claims.

The felony conviction required Meemken to register as a predatory offender and it cost

him his peace officer’s license and his job.

He later was sued in federal court by his accusers in his criminal case, but he was

dismissed from the lawsuit after he filed for bankruptcy protection.

A U.S. District Court judge also dismissed Stearns County, the Boys Scouts of America and

the Central Minnesota Council of the Boy Scouts of America as defendants.

Follow David Unze on Twitter @sctimesunze or contact him at 255-8740.

Judge sentences Meemken to prison https://www.sctimes.com/story/news/local/2015/09/04/judge-sentences...

2 of 2 12/6/2022, 9:02 AM


