
 

  

  

TURNING THE PAGE
ON SUMMER

Dear Neighbor,

As summer gives way to fall and we head back into the hustle and bustle of a

new school year, and the final months of this legislative session, I thought it
was the perfect time to share an update on what we’ve been working on.

My staff and I remain focused on bringing state resources directly to our
community, advancing important legislation at the State House, and serving
you and your neighbors.

Below, you’ll find updates on some legislative wins, local resources, and
highlights from our work over the past few months.

All the best,

Dan

 



NEWS FROM BEACON HILL

As Chair of the Joint Committee on Election Laws, we’ve held 11 public hearings and reviewed
more than 200 bills addressing critical election issues, including voter access, campaign
finance, and election administration. Two key areas we’ve worked to advance are AI in
Elections, including safeguards around artificial intelligence, deepfakes, and deceptive media in
campaign communications, and Ballot Question Campaign Finance, focused on transparency
and disclosure requirements for funding behind statewide ballot initiatives.



Ballot questions were created to

give people a direct voice in

government- not to give the

biggest checkbook the loudest

voice.

On July 1st, the House

unanimously passed bipartisan

legislation to bring more

transparency and accountability

to ballot question campaigns.

Voters deserve to know who’s

paying for the ads they’re seeing

and who’s trying to influence their

vote *before* they head to the

polls.

The bill also establishes a

commission to take a

comprehensive look at

Massachusetts’ ballot initiative

process and recommend reforms

to ensure it continues to serve

voters as intended.

Proud to help lead this effort as

Chair of the Joint Committee on

Election Laws and grateful to my

House colleagues for their

support.

 READ PRESS RELEASE HERE

In February, the Massachusetts House of

Representatives passed two bills to

regulate the use of artificial intelligence in

political advertising, requiring clear

disclosure when AI is used and banning

deceptive communications about a

candidate or the electoral process within

three months of an election.

As generative AI tools become more

advanced and widespread, the risk of

misleading content and distorted political

discourse grows. Voters deserve to know

that what they’re seeing is real.

These bills are about protecting voters

and strengthening trust in our elections.

As House Chair of the Committee on

Election Laws, I’m proud to help lead this

effort to set clear standards, guard

against deceptive content, and continue

strengthening our election infrastructure.

 Both bills have moved over to the

Senate, where they await further action.

READ PRESS RELEASE HERE

Over the past several months, the Massachusetts House has passed legislation to lower costs,
support families, strengthen communities, and invest in our future. While many of these

measures are now law, others are still being worked out as the House and Senate negotiate final
agreements.

Fiscal Year 2027 Budget Free Expression/Book Bans
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On July 9th, Governor Maura Healey signed

into effect the finalized Fiscal Year 2027

budget, which has delivered a spending plan

lowering costs for families, strengthening

transportation, education, and public safety,

invests in housing, healthcare, and other

issues, doing so without increased taxation or

fees.

This Legislative Session, in our efforts to win

purposeful financial allocations to support the

13th Suffolk District, our office filed a multitude

of amendments supporting Massachusetts

organizations and causes operating out of the

13th Suffolk district.With Governor Healey’s

final approval and signature, the budget is in

effect as of August 1st.

Legislation Creates Honorary License Plates
On July 14th, we passed legislation that creates

a new special license plate as a symbol of

respect for the families of fallen law

enforcement officers. These plates will be

called “Blue Star Families” plates, and will join

other specialty plates offered by the Registries

of Motor Vehicles to continually honor the

sacrifices of law enforcement officers killed in

the line of duty through their spouses, parents,

and children. These plates will be made

accessible through RMVs, can be offered as

vanity plate registrations, can be up to six

characters in length, and will be made available

to the Blue Star Families at no charge. 

The PROTECT Act
On July 30, the Massachusetts Legislature

passed the PROTECT Act, sweeping legislation

establishing statewide standards to limit local

and state involvement in federal civil

immigration enforcement. Originally filed by the

Black and Latino Legislative Caucus, the bill

strengthens due process protections, restricts

civil immigration enforcement in courthouses,

schools, and hospitals, and expands

protections for crime victims. 

Home Care Licensure
On July 31, the Massachusetts Legislature

passed a bill establishing a licensure and

oversight process for home care agencies,

whose workers provide non-medical services

like dressing, meal preparation, bathing, and

companionship to help seniors safely age in

place. The legislation requires home care

agencies to disclose anyone with at least a 5

percent ownership stake, carry workers'

On July 31, the Massachusetts Legislature

passed legislation (S.2696) creating clear

guidelines for how schools and libraries select

books and respond to challenges, while

protecting librarians from political reprisals. The

bill requires book selection decisions to be

based on professional standards rather than

political ideology, and keeps a challenged book

on the shelf unless a public hearing process

results in a vote to remove it. 

Child Welfare Protections
On July 31, the Massachusetts Legislature

passed comprehensive legislation to strengthen

oversight, transparency, and accountability

across the Commonwealth's child welfare

system. The bill establishes a DCF Education

Unit to support children's educational continuity,

creates a Foster Child Bill of Rights, and

expands diversion of at-risk youth to Family

Resource Centers rather than the court

system. 

Early Literacy Instruction Legislation
The Legislature passed An Act Relative to

Teacher Preparation and Student Literacy, a bill

that requires evidence-based reading

instruction in K-3 classrooms, bans guessing-

based curricula, and mandates twice-yearly

reading screenings through third grade. This

landmark literacy legislation will transform how

the Commonwealth teaches children to read in

order to address gaps that emerged during the

pandemic, including achievement gaps among

major racial and ethnic student groups and

students who are low-income.

Legislation to Prevent Hot Work Tragedies
On June 18th, the Legislature passed a bill in

honor of two fallen firefighters to track violations

related to welding, plasma cutting, and other

spark-producing construction work, and to

make that data publicly available through an

online database. It includes an automated

notification system that will also alert property

owners and insurers when violations occur. The

purpose of this legislation is to protect

firefighters and tradespeople from the unsafe

conditions that took the lives of Boston Fire

Lieutenant Edward Walsh and Firefighter

Michael Kennedy in 2014.



compensation and liability insurance, and

provide appropriate employee training, while

tasking the Executive Office of Health and

Human Services with licensing, oversight, and

enforcement. 

$$ FUNDING WINS $$

 

HELPFUL RESOURCES



The Trum p Administration is making changes to Medicaid programs across the country. L earn how they

affect MassHealth members.

Click here to complete the screener

ENERGY ASSISTANCE

https://www.mass.gov/federal-changes-affecting-masshealth-medicaid-members
https://www.mass.gov/federal-changes-affecting-masshealth-medicaid-members
https://www.mass.gov/federal-changes-affecting-masshealth-medicaid-members


Port Norfolk Residents

With funding that I was able to secure through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), The City of

Boston’s Planning Department and Office of Climate Resilience are offering no-cost home assessments

to assist Port Norfolk households in evaluating potential flood risk hazards and retrofit measures

specific to their home.Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis with participating
households expected to be notified by September 2026 at the latest. 

Apply today for a FREE Home Flood Assessment

FREE OSHA 10 AND OSHA 30 TRAININGS

The City of Boston is offering to Boston residents. Training will be available in multiple languages to

make these important safety courses accessible to more residents. The Occupational Safety and

Health Administration (OSHA) courses provide essential workplace safety training for individuals

working in or entering the construction industry. Topics include hazard identification, fall protection,

electrical safety, and other key workplace safety practices. This is a valuable opportunity for Boston

residents to gain important safety knowledge and earn OSHA training credentials at no cost.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfp_0A0c7iVudgRLBRXFLdzxi87EfoujAvChyKSEOQXCRJSjg/viewform


Click Here for Registration and More Info

SNAPSHOTS FROM THE LAST FEW MONTHS

living the dream

The Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston hosted their 13th

Annual Living the Dream Dinner, honoring the Hunt

Family with the “Dear Neighbor” award for longstanding

commitment to faith, family, and community. The

evening raised $850,000 to support the Sisters’

ministries and celebrated the many ways the

https://www.boston.gov/departments/labor-compliance-and-worker-protections


congregation and its partners continue to serve the

community.

Read Full Article Here

https://www.dotnews.com/2026/04/21/sisters-of-st-joseph-honor-the-hunt-family/


 

https://www.dotnews.com/2026/08/20/aug-20/
https://www.dotnews.com/2026/08/20/aug-20/


PRIMARY ELECTION - TUESDAY - SEPTEMBER 1ST

I'm incredibly grateful for the support you’ve shown me over the years. It’s what keeps this work so

meaningful. I’d love to have your vote on Tuesday so we can keep building on what we've started

together. See you at the polls!
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