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David Clark MP Reports

Health meeting with Annette King
There was a great turnout for the Public
Health meeting with Annette King on Monday
28th of September at the Knox Church Hall,
with over 100 people in attendance.
Thank you to those of you who made it along,
and were able to share your views and concerns.
Annette identified the funding formula used to fund
District Health Boards, as outdated. The current
formula means that the Southern District Health
Board is the DHB with largest geographical area
in the country, but the formula does not provide
enough funding to cover this particularity. She
said the cost pressures, and higher inflation in the
sector are not adequately provided for and the
government needed to review the funding formula
with urgency.

Top: Annette King speaks to a full house at Knox Church
Above: David Clark and Annette King at work on health issues
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Annette also criticised the Government for not
funding a rebuild of the Dunedin Hospital more
quickly; centres including Auckland, Thames,
Wellington, Timaru and Invercargill had all had
rebuilds: “Dunedin is the only region in New
Zealand with a major hospital that has not been
rebuilt.” We intend to hold more Public Health
meetings in the future: watch this space!

Christmas is just around the corner. I’d like to
invite you all to come to Marian Hobbs’ home
at 8 Hugh Street, Sawyers Bay, on Sunday
December 6th, from 3.00 pm, for the annual
Dunedin North Christmas barbeque. Many
thanks to Marian and Richard for offering to
host us at their home.
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Interview with new OUSA President Laura Harris
Firstly, congratulations on being elected as
president for OUSA.
Thank you. I am really excited to be voted in as the
2016 OUSA President, alongside eight of my Real
Change team.
What are some of the major issues facing students
and what are you planning to do to tackle them?
We ran together to bring national student
representation back to Otago, so we could unite

the fight for increases to student allowances, and
the removal of the ‘7EFTS cap’ (the governmentimposed seven-year study cap). At the moment,
students are not getting the best deal they could
be getting during their time at university, and for
many the lack of funds to live from day to day places
immense pressure on their studies and is detrimental
to their welfare. I believe my executive next year will
be able to pursue our vision to make inroads into
these issues, as well as providing more service based
support for students – like free flu vaccinations, 24hour study spaces and free graduation photos.
Are you enjoying living and studying in Dunedin?
Dunedin City is wonderfully rich in culture, with
stunning scenery and a sense of community around
every corner. I am very grateful to have undertaken
my studies here, and am looking forward 2016
when my executive and I can engage with this
marvellous city, which is in many ways crafted by the
presence of Otago University and its students.

David Clark with some of the new Otago University Student Exec. From left: Colleges Officer Bayden Harris, Education
Officer Alexia Cochrane, International Officer Rachel Goh, David Clark, President Laura Harris, Vice-president Jarred Griffiths

Night Shelter celebration
On Wednesday 21st October, Frances from my office
attended the celebration for the Night Shelter Trust’s
purchase of the Lees Street Property. The purchase
means that the Night Shelter has a permanent home
for its services and can offer emergency accommo
dation facilities into the future. Congratulations to
the Night Shelter Trust on achieving this excellent
milestone and congratulations to the Dunedin
community for getting behind this project!
Kevin Tansley, past Chair of Dunedin Night Shelter Trust, speaks while Dave
Brown, current Chair looks on

Port Chalmers Seafood Festival 2015
It was wonderful to see so many of you at the
Port Chalmers seafood festival back in September,
despite the mixed weather conditions. I thoroughly
enjoyed the day, making the most of the
opportunity to treat myself to half a crayfish and
some fine whitebait patties. There was something
for everyone: from seafood chowder to paella
for the foodies; cooking shows for the wannabe
masterchefs and entertainment for the kids in
the form of large fish to poke and prod and a
magician! Well done to the organisers for putting
on a thoroughly enjoyable day.
David and Trevor Mallard with Francis Herridge, Ruth Chapman, Ruby, Scarlett
and friend at Port Chalmers Seafood Festival
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INTERVIEW

Kidney Health NZ CEO Max Reid
Size doesn’t matter – especially if you’re
a consumer advocacy organisation,
according to Kidney Health NZ chief
executive Max Reid.
Having returned
to Dunedin after
more than a decade
away, Max took
up the newlycreated role of chief
executive with the
Christchurch-based
not-for-profit earlier
this year. Previously
Max had held senior
health management
positions with much
larger organisations, such as Hospice Southland,
Richmond NZ and HealthCare NZ.
DC How does Kidney Health NZ compare to the
other organisations you’ve been working in?
MR Kidney Health NZ is tiny by comparison.
We’re a team of four – each of us part-time.
We receive no government funding, relying
solely on donations, bequests, and the interest
earned from the wise investment of that
income over the years. But that, I think, is one
of our strengths. As an organisation that seeks
to advocate on behalf of the more than 5,000
patients throughout NZ with end-stage kidney
disease and their families, that we don’t receive
any government funding places us in a much
stronger position when it comes for advocating
to government and the Ministry of Health on
behalf of those patients and families.
DC How does it work in practice?
MR The Financial Support for Live Organ
Donors Bill, currently before the Health Select
Committee, is a case in point. Once the Bill was
drawn from the ballot, we approached all the

“We receive no government funding,
relying solely on donations, bequests,
and the interest earned from the wise
investment of that income over the years.
But that, I think, is one of our strengths.”

major political parties, offering background
information that we hoped would see crossparty support for the Bill proceeding to Select
Committee. It received unanimous support
through that initial stage. Since then, we have
undertaken research on behalf of the Health
Ministry team advising the Select Committee,
have lodged a substantial submission, and
appeared before the Committee in support
of that submission – supporting the Bill, but
recommending that it go further still in terms of
the financial support available to organ donors.
DC How does kidney disease affect people?
MR Kidney disease is a silent killer. In addition
to the 2,500 New Zealanders currently on
dialysis, and the 1,500 living with a successful
kidney transplant, international statistics suggest
that there are likely more than 300,000 New
Zealanders in the earlier stages of chronic kidney
disease – only around 10% of who will be aware
of the risk they face. So encouraging prevention
and early detection is another key priority
for Kidney Health NZ. If you have high blood
pressure, are a little overweight, have a family
history of diabetes or heart disease, ask your GP
to check your kidney function next time you visit.
It’s a simple test, and lifestyle changes alone are
usually sufficient to forestall the onset of more
serious kidney disease.
DC What is the best part of the job?
MR The wonders of travel and technology. It’s a
national role; it involves working from our office
in Christchurch a couple of days a week. But I still
get to live in Dunedin. And, every day, I get to see
and hear about the difference such a small and
dedicated team is making to the lives of so many.
What more could you ask for?
For more info, visit Kidney Health NZ’s website
www.kidneys.co.nz
or phone their free helpline
0800 KIDNEYS (543 639)

OUT & ABOUT

in Dunedin

David Clark as bouncy castle attendant at Opoho School Fair
with Deputy Principal Greg Hurley & Principal Jenny Clarke

David looks at some of the work going on at AD Instruments
with Michael Macknight (CEO)

David with Vicki Nicolson, Principal of Port Chalmers School,
and one of the many volunteers who made the Port Chalmers
Seafood Festival so great

On the bike up Signal Hill. The Mountainbiking Otago
website has useful info and a map if you’re a first-timer

The Vogel Street Party on Saturday October 10th offered a
great and eclectic mix of things from the local community.
music. Above: live drumming on the corner with David Grace
and Songbong. Right: a cool poem on display by a local child

