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February-March 2014

David Clark MP Reports

Save Invermay
In a decision announced in
the last week of September,
the Crown Research Institute
has said its ‘current plan’
is to shift 82 jobs from a
highly functional agriculture
productivity hub centred in
and around Dunedin to a nonexistent one in Lincoln.
Dunedin North MP David
Clark has in the first week of
February launched a petition
to save Invermay and has
appealed to Steven Joyce to
listen to Otago and Southland.

Invermay petition launch: Ali Copeman,
David Clark and Jock Allison

UPDATE
The more the case is examined, the more it
unravels. People are increasingly concerned
the Government has a tin ear for the regions.
Invermay is a real touchstone.
For the sake of both regional and national
interest, I hope Steven Joyce will put ideology to
one side and examine the facts on Invermay.
Experts inside and outside the organisation
agree that the Invermay part of AgResearch’s
restructure proposal doesn’t best achieve their

Destroying a successful commercial
model in the vague hope of recreating
it elsewhere makes no sense.

strategic goals. Strengthening capability on the
existing site at Mosgiel is a superior approach.
Destroying a successful commercial model in
the vague hope of recreating it elsewhere makes
no sense.
Expert breeders are separately petitioning the
government. The launch of my petition adds one
more piece to the puzzle. Now everyday residents
of Otago and Southland can have their say.
For more information, see the Save Invermay
website: www.saveinvermay.co.nz. A petition
form is enclosed with your copy of the Informer,
and can be returned by post to PO Box 6001 or
on foot to David’s office at 32 Albany Street.

Health Meeting 28 February
STAND UP OTAGO: Is the health system working for Dunedin?
Labour Health Spokesperson Hon Annette King visits Dunedin on 28
February and is scheduled to speak at 12 noon in the Barnett Lecture Theatre.
Please join us for this public meeting.
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Best Start:

■■ $60 per week payment in the first year

Labour has launched a bold new policy to
give opportunity to succeed.

■■ Up to $60 per week between the child’s

The facts
The Best Start Payment provides desperately
needed support to the estimated 50,000
children under three who are currently living
in poverty.
The Best Start Payment will benefit New
Zealand children born after 1 April 2016.

of a baby’s life for families earning under
$150,000. For parents that are eligible for
Paid Parental Leave, the payment kicks in
once PPL ends.
first and third birthdays, targeted at
modest- and middle-income families.
■■ 25 hours of Free Early Childhood

Education for three, four and five year old
children, an increase from 20 hours.
■■ Restoring the funding cut in Budget

2010 for centres with high numbers of
qualified staff.

Reading The Waterhole with pre-schoolers

Stu McCormack and the Uptown Art team

Labour Leader David Cunliffe meets with Glenda
Alexander and David Clark to discuss Best Start
and related health issues facing the Otago region

David Clark with Dunedin artist Ewan McDougall
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Out and about over the holiday
As well as having valuable time out over the summer break, David Clark took an
early-January tiki tour on the way home from Christchurch via sites of historical
significance. Story on David’s website: www.davidclark.org.nz

Totara Estate is the birthplace of New Zealand’s
billion-dollar frozen-meat industry

The Waianakarua Chicken Hedge

The Richard Pearse memorial near Pleasant Point

Student issues with OUSA President Ruby Sycamore-Smith
Each year, 5000 new
students begin their studies
at the University of Otago.
Students form an important
constituency in the electorate.
As such, I like to keep tabs on
how they are settling in each
year and what challenges
they are facing.

OUSA President Ruby
Sycamore-Smith

So I spoke to new OUSA
President Ruby SycamoreSmith who has risen through
the ranks of the organisation
and is ready for the start of
the student year.

David Clark: What are the greatest
challenges to students?
Ruby Sycamore-Smith: It really
is dependent on each individual
student.
OUSA has continued to look
at ways that we can support the
students. We try to ensure that we
support the students in every way
we can.
DC: How are preparations for
Orientation going?
RSS: We have such a hard-working
team that continues to strengthen
the student experience here in
Otago.
Local students might not get the
hall experience, so we offer them all
the friendly support they might need.
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DC: What sort of pastoral care is
around to safeguard first-years?
RSS: We always have a number of
different safety staff on board to
make sure people are having the
best time they can, and if not we’ll
be there to help them out.

University Chaplain Greg Hughson
provides a lot of pastoral care for
the students and has been with the
university for a number of years now.
DC: What’s on your agenda for this
year as President?
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RSS: I also want to show the
students the importance of getting
involved in the national elections,
the power of their vote, and the
effect this will have on their future.

Dunedin North’s Electoral boundary shifts north
I would be honoured to represent
the communities of Palmerston,
Hampden, Herbert and Dunback
and their surrounding areas if
given the opportunity. And it now
appears almost certain the Labour
stronghold of Dunedin North will
cover a larger geographic area
incorporating these communities.
Of course, my chance to serve
these communities will only come
about if I am fortunate enough to
be elected to represent Dunedin
North once more. The proposed
changes form the Electoral
Commission’s response to the
current situation; Dunedin North
electorate is under quota, and
Waitaki electorate is well over
quota. The Commission received no
public objection to its proposal.
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Dunedin North Labour MP David Clark joined MPs taking part in the
annual Ratana Church celebrations during January.

Presbyterian leaders at Ratana, from left to right: Rt Rev Ray Coster
(Moderator), David Clark, Wayne Te Kaawa (Moderator Te Aka
Puaho), and Rev. Martin Baker (General Secretary)

David and Rino Tirikatene
(MP for Te Tai Tonga)

OFFICE CONTACTS

PARLIAMENTARY OFFICE
Parliament Buildings, Wellington

ELECTORATE OFFICE
32 Albany Street, Dunedin North

David clark’s website davidclark.org.nz
facebook facebook.com/DavidClarkforDunedinNorth
twitter twitter.com/DavidClarkNZ

Phone: 04 817-9774
Fax: 04 817-6481
Email: david.clark@parliament.govt.nz
Staff: Natalie Deans

Phone: 03 474-1973
Fax: 03 474-9913
Email: david.clark@parliament.govt.nz
Staff: Karen Dehn and Darryl Baser

Authorised by David Clark 32 Albany Street Dunedin North

Address*

Email*

Authorised by Dr David Clark MP, 32 Albany Street, Dunedin

* These fields are required if you wish to receive future contact from the primary petitioner.

Please return petition forms to Dr David Clark, PO Box 6001, Dunedin 9058

Name

Phone*

Signature

To the House of Representatives, we the undersigned:
Request that the House urge the Government to retain a world class science facility at Invermay, which lies at the heart of a Dunedin-based research cluster that
continues to deliver proven benefits to New Zealand’s pastoral economy.

Petition of Dr David Clark MP: Invermay

