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David Clark MP Reports

Hospital rebuild petitions delivered to Parliament
Recently, I took two hospital rebuild petitions to Parliament:
an online petition signed by 4832 people requesting
that the Government rebuild Dunedin Hospital, and a
paper-based petition with 3350 signatories calling on the
Government to begin construction work on the Dunedin
Hospital rebuild before September.
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people think the rebuild should
begin before September

The Health Select Committee will receive the rebuild
petition and it has powers to initiate an inquiry, call
witnesses, and produce a report if it chooses.
Politicians of all stripes agree that a Dunedin Hospital
rebuild needs to happen, but unfortunately the current
Government has been dragging its feet on committing to
time frames and capital. Their representatives have argued
that careful planning, to future-proof the hospital, has
caused delay. This is disingenuous. No one is suggesting
reckless haste, but three years of delay is too much.
The Government’s existing 10-year time frame is a bad
joke. A BECA consulting report produced in 2014 remains
the most comprehensive, publicly available assessment
of the existing hospital buildings and the likely options for
their replacement. Yet frighteningly, little progress has been
made since 2014.
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There is no evidence that planning a hospital build takes
a decade if it is to be done right. Australia has had a mini
hospital-building boom over the past decade and more
than one of their hospitals has been built in four years.
Planning doesn’t need to take long, but it does need to be
done well. It is imperative that key participating institutions
first agree to a common set of goals. In Dunedin’s case
those signing up to common goals should include the
Government through the district health board, the teaching
institutions including the university, and the city through its
representatives on the city council.
Overseas examples make it clear that planning for a rebuild
can happen in short order when the political will exists. I
thank all who signed the petitions and hope they will give
Government the push required to get this project properly
under way.
Top of page: Delivering hospital rebuild petitions to Leader of the
Opposition Andrew Little and Clare Curran MP on the steps of Parliament.
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David Clark MP Reports

Public health system under
threat
Every New Zealander deserves access to quality
affordable healthcare. But access is not affordable like it
once was.
Last year more than 500,000 people reported cost as
a major factor preventing them from visiting their GP
when ill. And nearly 60,000 people missed out on a first
specialist assessment for surgery after receiving a referral
from their GP. These are not the only crunch points in the
health system. Here in the South people have gone blind
waiting for their second specialist assessment for eye
operations.
I recently succeeded Labour’s Annette King as the
Opposition’s Shadow Health Minister. Annette leaves huge
shoes to fill. Alongside Housing and Education, the Health
portfolio is one of three policy areas New Zealanders
reach out to my colleagues and I most about.
The health sector is struggling to keep up with demand,
which is not surprising given that $1.7 billion has been
stripped from the system over the past six years. The
health spend is not trivial. I will now be responsible
for leading parliamentary scrutiny of a sector budget
exceeding $16 billion, and for setting direction in an area
that most people connect with regularly throughout their
lives. Being denied 10 per cent of that budget is having
real and harmful consequences.
If we insert health into all areas of our thinking – especially
in housing and education – there are of course real
savings that can be made over time. Prevention is better
than cure. Opportunity exists to tackle early, or in some
cases avoid completely, the big non-communicable

Above: Speaking during a public meeting at Invercargill Hospital in August
2015 with then Opposition Health Spokesperson Annette King.

diseases: cancer, diabetes, and cardiovascular and
respiratory diseases.
But this Government seems disinterested in prevention.
The number of people with HIV in New Zealand has
reached the highest level ever this year, yet funding for an
HIV prevention study was declined just last month.
The task ahead is huge. In my time as an associate health
spokesperson, I was very grateful to have had Annette King
as my mentor. Fortunately, the sector is full of generous
and capable people. Otago tertiary institutions carry huge
expertise in health. I will be leaning on the many publicly
minded academics, clinicians, students and allied health
professionals, as I prioritise Labour’s plan to invest in the
sector.
Labour has previously committed to meeting inflationary,
wage and demographic pressures when in Government,
and to gradually backfilling the $1.7 billion taken out of the
sector over the past six years. This will be a shot in the arm
for a sector critical to all our well-being and trusted by the
public more than any other.
MP joined me to wander the stalls and hand out balloons.
We were all heartened by the expressions of support we
received from market-goers we crossed paths with – there
was a definite mood to restore the Kiwi dream for all New
Zealanders.

Thieves’ Alley market day
The Octagon was drenched in sunshine for the 42nd
annual Thieves’ Alley Market Day this year. Always a major
calendar event in Dunedin, Thieves’ Alley this time around
had nearly 300 stalls – the most in its long history – and
drew in crowds of thousands; including passengers from
three large cruise ships.
Leader of the Opposition Andrew Little and Clare Curran

Visitors we met had travelled from as far as Invercargill and
Timaru, but all said they were disappointed by the current
Government’s neglect of the South – continuing delays with
the Dunedin Hospital rebuild in particular. They wanted to
see a government that would recognise the huge potential
in the regions, and invest accordingly.
Thieves’ Alley wouldn’t be the spectacle it is each year
without the hard work of market staff and volunteers. I was
blown away by the upbeat attitudes and dedication of all I
spoke with. I can only imagine you brightened the days of
other market-goers too. Thank you all!
Above: Clare Curran MP, Leader of the Opposition Andrew Little and I at
the Otago Farmers’ Market where we stopped for a coffee before meandering up Stuart Street to Thieves’ Alley. Beautiful day for the markets!
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Refugee resettlement in Dunedin
The first group of Syrian refugees arrived in Dunedin
in April 2016 and we now have 210 former refugees
living in Dunedin as a result of the refugee resettlement
programme here. I caught up with Red Cross manager, Sue
Price, to find out how Dunedin locals can help, and what
central government could do to better demonstrate New
Zealanders’ humanitarian commitment to refugees.
What pathway leads these refugee families to Dunedin?
Every person who has arrived in New Zealand through the
refugee programme has an incredible story. Although each
is unique, many of their stories share similarities. A refugee
is someone who has been forced to flee his or her country
because of persecution, war, or violence. Their journey
here is often long and treacherous and it can take years to
reach NZ. During this time they may cross several borders
or continents and spend time in various refugee camps or
living illegally in intermediary countries.
What support does the Red Cross provide to these
refugee families when they arrive?
Red Cross is the primary provider of community refugee
resettlement programmes in NZ. We support former
refugees during the first 12 months of their resettlement
journey and provide ongoing employment support
for several years after their arrival. We have two main
initiatives within our refugee programmes: Pathways to
Settlement and Pathways to Employment. The settlement
programme works with families to provide practical dayto-day support such as setting up their homes before they
arrive, introducing families to key social service and health
providers, enrolling people in schools and training courses,
showing families how to get around, holding orientation
sessions, and linking former refugees with their wider
communities. The Pathways to Employment programme
helps former refugees plan their employment, education,
training and career goals; and ultimately find meaningful
employment.

Above: Red Cross manager Sue Price and I in front of the headquarters
on York Place. We had to be quick to take a photo in the driveway – Red
Cross vans were coming and going busily throughout my visit.

How can members of the public help these refugee
families?
People in Dunedin can become refugee support volunteers.
Volunteers are invaluable because they provide support
for day-to-day tasks and the challenges these may pose for
new arrivals. Most former refugees do not arrive with their
whole family and volunteers play a key role in being part
of their new support network. We often hear of volunteers
who have become ‘like family’ to those they are helping
to resettle. People can also support refugee resettlement
in Dunedin by helping someone find their first job. We’re
always looking for employers to partner with in our
Pathways to Employment programme. People can help too
by offering a friendly welcome – whether it’s a chat over
the fence or a shared meal. Welcoming neighbours and
communities make a big difference in making families feel
at home in a new city.

NZ is one of around 26 countries that take part in the UN
High Commissioner for Refugees regular resettlement
programme. Our customary annual refugee quota is 750. In
September 2015 the Government announced that NZ will
welcome 750 Syrian refugees in response to the ongoing
conflict in Syria (a special emergency intake of 600 and 150
places within the quota).
Do you think this Government’s quota is an accurate
reflection of New Zealanders’ humanitarian commitment
to refugees?
The world is in the middle of a displacement crisis, with
65 million people forced from their homes worldwide,
more than at any other point in history. NZ can do more to
respond to this humanitarian need and Red Cross believes
that there should be an immediate emergency intake plus a
permanent increase in the quota when it’s reviewed again.
3

David Clark MP Reports

Out and about
Photos from across Dunedin

Above: Enjoying the sunshine at the Dunedin Weetbix Kids TRYathlon
in Mosgiel with (from left) gold medal para-athlete Anna Grimaldi, New
Zealand field hockey representative Anita McLaren, and one of the
dedicated event organisers.

Above: Bumped into Principal Linda Miller at the Otago Girls’ High School
Fair recently. Might have been a rainy day, but their classic sausage sizzle
was standout.

Above: Leader of the Opposition Andrew Little speaks to more than 400
people in Hutton Theatre in February. It was thought to be one of the
largest public meetings held in Dunedin for many years and the largest
meeting of its type since Helen Clark was in office.

Above: 18 years on, iD Fashion Week is iconic in Dunedin – with a great
team of volunteers and sponsors taking the legacy into the future. Fun to
attend the launch and catch up with chair Cherry Lucas and sponsorship
manager Victoria Moir. Events like these set Dunedin apart!

Above: Leader of the Opposition Andrew Little and I with students at the
University of Otago during orientation week. Tent City was a brilliant opportunity to meet new and returning students and staff from the university
and the polytechnic in Dunedin North. Heartening to see so many agree
that, “Labour’s always had our back.” “And always will!” I was quick to tell
them.

Above: Standing in solidarity with workers at E tū’s Cadbury Rally in the
Octagon. My heart goes out to the 362 factory workers in Dunedin who
have been told that Cadbury’s parent company, Mondelēz International,
intends to close its manufacturing operation here. This is a huge blow to
these workers, their families, and the city. A working party has been set up
to explore options to retain some aspect of local production.
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