From the office of David Clark
MP for Dunedin North
May 2018

David Clark MP reports

We will remember them: ANZAC Day 2018
On ANZAC Day I joined thousands of Dunedin
people at services across the city.
I started the day by attending the dawn service
at Queens Gardens. It is something I enjoy
doing every year - thousands of us coming
together, regardless of the weather, to pay
our respects. It is a powerful reminder for the
freedoms we treasure.

families during that time.
The theme ahead of ANZAC Day (for the RSA
Poppy Appeal) struck a chord with me. “Not all
wounds bleed” shone a light on veteran’s mental
health, and the ongoing impact that war has on
people’s lives.

It is impressive that so many New Zealanders
attend the services, considering that we have
now passed the 100th anniversary of the World
War I. The attendance of families, particularly
those with young children, assures we will
continue to engage with these events.

At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.

During the day I was privileged to meet Barbara
Pickering. She served during the Second
World War in the Wellington branch of the
Women’s Auxiliary Army Corp. Her experiences
and memories of the war highlighted for me
the challenges faced by individuals and their
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Above: Pausing for a photo at the Anderson’s Bay service with Jenny
Glover, Niall Shepherd, Barbara Pickering, and Joy Baker.
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Site of Dunedin’s new hospital announced
Earlier this month the Government announced the
site of Dunedin’s new hospital. I was excited to be in
a position to make that announcement.
The people of the South are all too familiar with the
current state of Dunedin Hospital. It leaks, is riddled
with asbestos, and is not suitable to deliver 21st
century health services into the future.
As Minister of Health in the new Government, I am in a
position to deliver on this Government’s commitment
to begin construction of Dunedin’s new hospital
within our first term. We listened to people across the
region, and have heard loud an clear how important
this issue is to them. It is important to us to.

The new Dunedin Hospital will be built on the old
Cadbury Factory site and parts of surrounding blocks.
This site is in the central city, retains links with existing
medical and education facilities, and provides space
for further expansion if required in the future.
Announcing the rebuild site is a major milestone, and
another step towards delivering on the Government’s
commitment to get this project underway. Avoiding
further delay will minimise costs and give certainty to
all involved.
Keep up to date with the progress on the building of
Dunedin’s new hospital, visit: newdunedinhospital.nz

Selwyn College 125th birthday
It was a pleasure to join in the festivities during the
125th anniversary celebrations of Selwyn College
recently.
Many of you will know that I have had a long
involvement with Selwyn College. While studying
at University of Otago I lived there, and immediately
prior to being elected for Parliament, I was the
Warden.
It’s fair to say that I have a lot of memories from my
time at Selwyn, both as a student and as the Warden.
It is a warm and lively place with significant heritage
- as you might expect from an organisation 125 years
old!
Being the head of a University residential college

highlighted for me how important it is to invest and
support our young people. I enjoyed being in a
position to make sure new students had the best
possible start at University.
I was proud to also be able to discuss the
Government’s recent changes that mean this year, first
time students will benefit from their first year of study
being fees free. This is a significant and worthwhile
investment in our young people.
Of course the celebrations were also a chance to
catch-up with old friends, former colleagues, and
share stories from our time at the College.
Above: At Selwyn’s 125th birthday dinner at Toitu Museum with Ashley Day
(Warden of Selwyn), and Di and Jeff Annan.

Next community catch-up: Thursday 31 May, 12pm, The University of Otago Link
I regularly hold community catch-ups across Dunedin and North Otago. I believe that MPs are only as good as the
information they receive. For me, conversations with local people ensure I am an effective representative in Parliament.
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Trip to North Otago
I was delighted to travel up the coast to Oamaru in
April, and visit Palmerston and Blueskin Bay on my
return.
It was a busy day, meeting with locals to hear their
thoughts and concerns, as well as catching up with
people who wanted to share projects they were
working on.
I was lucky to be accompanied by Jo Luxton,
Labour Party List MP based in Rangitata, and local
businesswoman Zélie Allen. We visited a school
holiday programme to catch up with students enjoying
their break – some even gave me a run for my money
on the hockey field.

In both Palmerston and Blueskin Bay, I met with
locals at community libraries. These day trips are
great for touching base with people like librarians
who have a strong sense of the latest goings on
in each town. They provide an essential service in
these communities – their dedication does not go
unnoticed.
The day flew by, and I am excited to return next month
to catch up with locals in the north of the electorate.
If there are any locals, or businesses you think I
should visit, please do not hesitate to get in touch with
my office.
Above: In conversation with Jo Luxton at Ronaldsay Street in Palmerston

Interview with Chris Wright, Football South
As the local MP, I have been kept up to date about
Football South’s project to build a multi-sport artificial
turf facility at Logan Park.

There are a number of benefits to the a new facility,
including: sport cancellations in the winter, the difficulty
the Dunedin City Council faces in maintaining grounds,
and the impact the lack of such a facility has on
participation in sport locally.
Football South have done well to achieve over $3m in
funding and are close to beginning the construction
of the turf. I am sure the community will continue to
support this project, and I have no doubt enough funds
will be raised. The new facility will be a positive addition
to the sporting landscape in the region and provide
benefits to both local and national athletes.
I spoke with Football South CEO Chris Wright to ask
about progress.

With this facility, trainings will always be on, sports can
play games under lights and develop new competition
formats, and the quality of such a surface will help
our players have a great experience and reach their
potential.
DC: What are your current barriers?
C: We’ve already raised above our original target, but
due to unexpected issues with the grounds, we need to
conduct a fair amount of remedial works which raises the
cost of the facility. We’ve got until September to raise the
difference, and although we’ve got some avenues apply
for more funding, we are continuing to look for others.
D: When will it be built?
C: We’ll be starting in September – what size and format
will depend on the funds raised. It’s likely to be complete
by March 2019, ready for the next winter season!

DC: What is the need for such a facility?
CW: Just in football alone, 40% of our trainings and
games were canceled last year due to poor weather.
That means hundreds of players missing out on
participation and development opportunities each week.

Keep up to date on Facebook
fb.com/DavidClarkMP
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Out and about

Photos from across Dunedin

Above: I was delighted to open Shave for a Cure,
organised by Otago University staff member Jenny
Weeks. I even hopped on stage for a shave too!

Above: Chatting with Cam and Michaela who I bumped into while they
were taking a break from studying.

Above: Addressing an audience at Otago Anniversary Day
celebrations at the Dunedin Lodge.

Above: Speaking to American exchange students at Otago University. I
enjoyed sharing my thoughts about New Zealand’s political system, and
my experiences as an MP.

Above: Addressing the crowd at the 26th National Leisure Marching
event at the Edgar Centre.

Above: With Southern Partnership Group Chair Pete Hodgson following
the announcement of the site of Dunedin’s new hospital.
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