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PM Jacinda Ardern’s Speech

Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern greets the enthusiastic crowd at the Dunedin Town Hall.

Dunedin put on a very warm welcome for our PM, Jacinda Ardern,
when she visited at the start of the
month. Those who heard Jacinda
speak were enthusiastic about the
experience of hearing her first hand.
She reflected on the past year in government and what the priorities are for the future. Our PM announced a new role in the
Education sector: the creation of 600
positions to help children with learning
difficulties.
CONTACT DAVID
WEBSITE davidclark.org.nz
FACEBOOK facebook.com/DavidClarkMP
TWITTER twitter.com/DavidClarkNZ
Authorised by David Clark, 32 Albany Street, Dunedin

It is important to ensure every child has
the best opportunity to learn and this is
an important step to facilitate this.
Unfortunately, although 1,200 attended Jacinda’s address, not everyone
was able to fit into the venue. A queue
stretched from the Town Hall, down Moray Place and around the corner to the
Octagon.
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Dunedin North
Intermediate Opening
I believe every
child should be
able to have a
world-class
education
at their local
school. In this
vein, I opened
Dunedin North
Intermediate’s
new school block earlier this month. The new gardens
the students and teachers had planted look fantastic
and the school building creates a wonderful, modern
learning environment. Good things take time and the
project took six years to become a reality. Thanks to
the students, teachers, school board and community
for their hard work.

Yvette Williams Rest
Home visit
I was delighted
to visit the Yvette
Williams Rest
Home in Roslyn
to meet the staff,
and residents.
Four were
celebrating their
100th birthdays
and another
celebrating her 102nd birthday. Their best advice
if we want to live to a ripe age? Drink water and
exercise!

ADInstruments
This month,
I enjoyed
a visit to
ADInstruments
with Hon
Megan Woods
and Rt Hon
Jacinda Ardern.
ADI is located
in a beautifully refurbished wool factory in Vogel
St. Our tour was impressive with separate stations
set up with different activities. I was nominated to
try their new blood pressure sensor, and their ECG
machine. ADI is a global business with employees
in 14 countries, but its research is done right here in
Dunedin.

The Loch Ness Monster
expert: Neil Gemmell
Professor Neil
Gemmell recently
won an award for
Genetics Society
of AustralAsia MJD
White Medal. We
recently caught up
on his work,
and his attempts to discover the Loch Ness monster
in Scotland. (Nessy’s still at large!)

Durga Puja
It was an honour to open the world’s southernmost
Durga Puja festivities again this year. The weather
was stunning. Durga Puja celebrates the Hindu God,
Durga, who epitomises the triumph of good over evil.

United Machinists
I met Alex and Sarah Ramsay at United Machinists, an
engineering business which produces components
such as the parts of a film camera used on helicopters
and the small gears for finger joints in prosthetic hands.
They are planning to expand their business in the near
future and currently employ 10 staff to produce these
technical items.
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Dunedin Hospital Update
It has been a year since our coalition government
was formed and I have been reflecting on my role
as your Minister of Health. I am particularly proud
of developments with the Dunedin Hospital rebuild.
The government took possession of the Cadbury
site on Thursday 1 November, after announcing purchase plans in May. This is an important step on
the journey for New Zealand’s most expensive and
most modern hospital development.
Pete Hodgson, the convenor of the Southern Partnership Group, is working hard with the group’s
members to make sure Dunedin receives quality
buildings for the provision of our health care. We’re
getting the basics sorted so those working in this
new hospital have a better work environment, and
those in for treatment receive the high quality care
they deserve.

A Chat with Pete Hodgson
I have had the good fortune of knowing Pete for more than a decade. During a stint working in Wellington, I
saw his effective advocacy first-hand when he was a Cabinet Minister and of course he was also my predecessor as MP for Dunedin North. Since leaving the role, Pete has been a member of various trusts and boards,
such as the Friends of the Hocken Library and, most recently, the Chair of Callahan Innovation. I had a chat
with him recently about the Dunedin Hospital Upgrade:
Why is the Dunedin Hospital rebuild important to you?
Prior to the change of government, there’d been considerable concern in Dunedin about whether a new
hospital would ever be built and, if so, where and when. The Southern Partnership Group (SPG) was only
occasionally meeting in Dunedin and it was very difficult for the public to understand what, if anything, was
happening.
How did you become involved in the upgrade?
As soon as David became Minister, he made some swift changes. In short order I was offered and accepted
the role of convening the SPG. I consider this job to be an honour because not only am I involved in this very
large and important project, but I know the new hospital will have an ability to change the way healthcare is
delivered into the future and an ability to change the physical shape of the centre city itself.
What’s one message you’d like to share with Dunedin?
It’s an unusually big project because it involved a near total rebuild of the hospital, while most upgrades involve an additional wing replacement or two. The hospital will be more than six times bigger than the stadium
and is the largest hospital construction project in NZ’s history. It’s very likely to involve several different buildings but almost certainly the main ones will be a large ward block or in-patient unit and a smaller out-patient
unit or ambulatory block. We will know this side of Christmas where each of the buildings are most likely to be
placed. We are looking forward to providing Dunedin with a great new hospital complex!

DSO moves into Hanover Hall
In November, the Dunedin Symphony Orchestra was
officially welcomed into their new home, the Hanover
Hall, by our Prime Minister, Jacinda Ardern. Despite its
vast and diverse history, the building has been completely
renovated. I salute those whose efforts realised the vision
of establishing a custom-fitted venue with great acoustics.
Thank you to all who contributed to this redevelopment
for Dunedin’s art and music scene.
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Out and about

Photos from across Dunedin

Chatting with Lauren (2018 CEO), Fiona (Operations
Manager) and Alex (2019 CEO) from Ignite Consultants,
who work with not-for-profits in the community.

Celebrating Ross Home and Hospital’s 100 Birthday
and hearing about its history from Gillian Bremner.

I met Peter and his team at Traffic Management Control
and had a great time learning about Peter’s app. It
provides real time access to construction sites: very
useful when you’re physically at another site!

Thank you to the incredible support from the
community and all the volunteers who helped turn
Te Kaika Hauora in Brockville into a reality.

At the Men’s Health Expo testing my DIY skills!

Congratulations to Dunedin’s Servants Health Centre
Volunteers on their Outstanding Achievement Award
announced at the annual Minister of Health Volunteer
Awards.
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