
Volunteer RV Driver Frequently Asked Questions

Q – How large is the support RV?

A –  It’s 26’ 11” long.

Q – How many does it sleep? How is it arranged?

A – It’s set up to sleep three separate individuals (in some cases, couples) individuals. Upfront, 
there is a sleeping area with mattress over the cab of the vehicle. It will sleep either 1 person or 
2 if a couple. I’ve provided it with sheets, 2 blankets, and two pillows. To access that space, there 
is a ladder, but I find it personally easier to climb from the dining room front seat up onto the 
bed, rather than to use the ladder. That seems to be a better solution for me.

In the back of the RV there is a slide out that goes directly out the rear. That’s where I sleep. It 
will hold me, and when my partner Sally is aboard periodically, it will sleep the two of us.

In that back compartment, there is also a second slide out to the side which contains a closet 
and drawers to store clothing. This is the only specifically designed closet area with drawers on 
the RV. I will do my best to share this area with you.

In the middle of the RV there is a third slide out. This is where the dining area is. It’s designed to 
hold 4, though I would say it most comfortably holds 2, perhaps 3. At night, that dining room 
table converts into a third sleeping area. It works best for someone who is probably not more 
than 5‘10“ tall. Also available is a sleeping bag and a pillow for that sleeping area.

Q – How about food, cooking and eating?

A – The RV is equipped with a small, medium size refrigerator, a microwave, and a gas stove and 
oven. The microwave will only work, when either hooked up to outside electric power, or when 
the generator is turned on in the RV.

I find I never have enough time in the day to usually get everything on my to do list 
accomplished. Therefore, I have been exclusively using the refrigerator and microwave. That 
doesn’t mean you have to. I eat a lot of frozen vegetables and pre-prepared microwave dinners. 
I also eat a lot of fruit and salad when I can get it.



When more than one is on board the RV, we will create a grocery list, shop, and share the food. 
We will also work out how best to handle dinners. It makes sense to have at least one meal a day 
where we can all sit and talk together and plan for upcoming events and other things. We’ll 
divide the cooking dishwashing, etc amongst us.

I haven’t often been eating out in restaurants, except when I need to do so to access good Wi-Fi. 
That saves money.

If there are sufficient donations coming in, I will do my best to cover the cost of the food for all 
of us. if not, will all share as equally as possible in the cost.

If you are a good cook, and would like to use the gas range, and/or oven, feel free to plan to do 
so. There are limited, but hopefully sufficient, pots, and pans, plus a small wok. Space is at a 
premium for storing such items.

Q – How about water, shower, toilet?

A – All three are available. There is a small/medium, RV sized kitchen area with water and two 
sinks. It’s located opposite the dining area in the middle of the RV. In the rear, just outside the 
sleeping area I use, is a wash basin with hot and cold water for morning toothbrushing etc. plus 
a bathroom cabinet mirror above and storage drawers and door below. Opposite the bathroom 
sink area, there is a combined toilet and shower area in its own small space plus a privacy door.

When we are not hooked up to outside services, water, sewer and electric water use needs to be 
extremely limited for showering and other purposes. That means California/Australian showers. 
Turn the water on, get wet, turn the water off. Then soap up, head to toes, then turn the water 
back on to rinse, and then turn it off.

I can guess what you’re thinking. I too, really miss good, long, hot showers.

Q – What about privacy on the RV?

A –  It’s better than I might have expected. All windows in the RV part of the vehicle have shades. 
In addition, the “over the cab” sleeping area has pull curtains that provide privacy and darkness, 
though not much noise reduction. Under the over-the-cab bed, there are more Velcro attached 
curtains that can close off vision through the driving compartment’s windows into the RV itself. 
This arrangement separates anyone in the front cab sleeping area from someone sleeping in the 
converted dining area bed.

Just before the rear wash/shower area, there is another accordion floor to ceiling door. On the 
rear side of the wash/shower area, there is a lockable sliding door to my sleeping area. Used 
together, these quite effectively provide privacy for all aboard, when wanting to wash/shower or 
sleep.



Q – What to bring, and what not to bring?

A – Space for clothing, and need for a variety of clothes, is very limited. So bring only the 
absolute essentials. For the first several months, it’s going to be quite remote so you won’t need 
any dress-up clothes, except for events along the way. One outfit - max, would probably cover 
that. We’ll be transitioning from hot into cold weather at times, so pack accordingly.

For each volunteer traveling with the RV, I will do my best to provide you with a walking to FIX 
OUR DEMOCRACY T-shirt, provided I have a size that will fit, and sufficient quantities.

Q – How about water, toilet, shower?

A – It will be a mix. The RV can’t go very many days (3-4?) without dumping gray and black 
water and refilling with freshwater and propane. It will be catch as catch can, depending on what 
is available.

Q – Internet access? Do you have a hotspot?

A – I have a hotspot on my iPhone. When we are together, you can share it. But remember that 
I will be walking away from the RV part of each day. So if you have a hotspot on your phone, or 
can set one up for a while you’re volunteering, you’d find that much more suitable.

Upload speeds with my hotspot very dramatically, depending on location.

Other than your own hotspot, or via mine, or when using a restaurant that has available Wi-Fi, 
Internet is hard to come by in these remote areas. Occasionally, we can find a library or similar 
solution.

Q – 110V access for charging stuff? All the time or just when generator running?

A – Sadly, as the RV is manufactured, computers will not charge unless hooked up to outside 
electric power or alternatively, the generator is running. Cell phones will charge via USB ports 
using the 12 volt battery power.

HOWEVER, I’ve purchased a 300 Watt Power Inverter that plugs into the “cigarette lighter” 
receptacle. I’m just beginning to get used to it, but it seems to work for my MacBook Pro and 
the Samsung computer running Microsoft’s OS that belongs to Rich Combs, our first volunteer 
that’s aboard. You’ll have access to that.

Q – Will RV follow your walk? Or pull up a couple of miles and wait? Will the RV’s tow car 
be attached?

A – That depends. And in general, the RV, pulling the tow car, will take me to where I last 
finished and drop me off. Then the RV will pull forward to the next break point. Depending on 



circumstances that could be 1.5 miles, 2.5 miles, or 5 miles.

As I write this, my walks are along California’s Interstate 40. Rich and I find it works well for me to 
walk from where I needed to start. He then sets a timer for 30 minutes and stays with the RV 
where I last was. That allows him time to concentrate on a variety of projects related to WTFOD. 
When the alarm goes off, he drives forward (usually about a mile and a half) and pulls over just 
ahead of me. I can then take a quick break to rest, drink, use the toilet or snack, and then we 
both repeat.

Exceptions to this are when we are based out of a campground with full services and don’t need 
to have the RV tow car attached.

HOPE ALL THIS HELPS - Contact me if you have further questions/suggestions.


