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O f f i c i a l  e - n e w s l e t t e r  o f  D e m o c r a t s  A b r o a d  S o u t h  A f r i c a

Check your state’s timeframes and processes 
Request your ballot 
Vote in the primary to ensure we have the best candidates on
Election Day!
Mark your calendars for 24 Sep – 4 Oct to vote 

 Developing Democrats Abroad membership and promoting DASA
member engagement is important to us but there are many
organisations, many routes, that all lead to the ultimate goals of
encouraging Americans to vote this year, to protect our rights and
participate in democracy. If we don’t vote, we are essentially voting
Republican. If Independents or those who feel disillusioned or
undecided don’t vote, they are voting Republican. If the youth don’t
vote because they don’t know how or don’t realise how important it
is, they are voting Republican. 
  So, follow your own inspiration, the organisations you support and
local interests, but we can’t leave anything to chance. Please get
yourself ready to vote and help mobilise others.
  Here's a kind of guide to getting started. Choose your own path, but
start moving!

   First things first: Get Yourself Ready to Vote 
   Go to www.votefromabroad.org 

a.
b.
c.

d.
continued on page 2

http://www.votefromabroad.org/


continued from page 1
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GOTV Power Hour: Can you set aside an hour
each week to reach out to family, friends and
extended networks to encourage them to vote
(directly or via social media)? Schedule it in
your diary (and check your loadshedding
schedule!) If you have kids – work this into
family time and teach them that democracy
requires action. 

Join one of the Democrats Abroad State
Teams to focus on the battleground
elections. You do not have to be from the
state to participate. See the State Teams
section for more info. 

Make calls to Democrats Abroad
members around the world through
our CallHub Phonebanking system.
Training is available and there is no cost
to you. Start by clicking here.

Track to ‘22   is a “virtual boot camp” offered
by the Democratic National Committee (DNC)
to polish up organizers’ voter mobilisation
skills in advance of the midterms. Sessions will
be hosted virtually every Saturday and
recordings will be available for those who are
unable to attend in real-time. You can find a
detailed description and schedule on the DNC
website. Get registered here: TRACK to ‘22.

Support organisations in the US that are
mobilising voters. Focus on mobilising younger
voters wherever you can. 

Volunteer with DASA by clicking here.Help DASA Reach Americans living in South
Africa: Reach out through your networks and social
media. If you know any Americans who are new to
South Africa, simply ask them if they know how to
vote from SA. Refer them to Vote from Abroad. If you
feel comfortable, invite them to join Democrats
Abroad.

Going to the US in July / August? Use
the opportunity to talk with friends and
family there to ensure they’re registered
to vote, aware of the upcoming elections
and planning to vote. Bonus points for
reaching out to younger voters! 

Care about democracy? Want to make
sure everyone has the right to vote and
exercises that right? Choose one or more
of the following options:

https://www.democratsabroad.org/phonebanking_training
https://democrats.org/track-to-22/
https://events.democrats.org/event/462575/
https://forms.gle/5ApS1iWrM6pttvhk6


See your state-specific info
https://www.votefromabroad.org/states/ 
See their list of Frequently Asked Questions
https://www.votefromabroad.org/faqs/ 
Use their Help Chat 
Email Assistance: help@votefromabroad.org

 Voting in American elections, especially from
overseas, is not easy. Each state has different
timeframes, rules, documentation, and processes. But
every single one of our votes is worth the effort! And
we are here to help! 
 Democrats Abroad provides Vote From Abroad
(www.votefromabroad.org) as a nonpartisan service
with state-specific information and an online tool
where you can request your ballot (submit your
Federal Postcard Application [FPCA]). 
    From the Vote from Abroad website:

1.

2.

3.
4.

  In September we will share a DASA Voting Guidance
to assist members voting from South Africa. 
  And while we will maximise use of the resources
available globally, Barbara Ludman has volunteered to
serve as our local Voter Assistance Contact. If you need
help, please don’t hesitate to contact her at 
b.d.ludman@gmail.com.
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DA's Unique Voter Assistance Service

DASA 
Voices 

“If after living through all the trauma and turmoil of
recent years, any of you still don’t believe that your
single overseas vote is crucial to the outcome of the

midterm elections in the fall, then I’d like you to think
about this: If your vote is so unimportant, why are our

opponents trying so hard to take it away from you?”
Ann Hesse, Chair, DA Global Women’s Caucus"

Check out the new website at
www.votefromabroad.org

https://www.votefromabroad.org/states/
https://www.votefromabroad.org/faqs/
mailto:help@votefromabroad.org
http://www.votefromabroad.org/
http://www.votefromabroad.org/
mailto:b.d.ludman@gmail.com
http://www.votefromabroad.org/


  All 435 U.S. Representatives, 34 U.S. Senators,
46 state legislatures, and 36 governorships are
up for election this November! There are also a
range of state, state supreme court, school
board, municipal elections and more on the
ballot.
  We cannot sit this year's elections out! Iowa's
3rd Congressional district was lost by only 6
votes in 2020, and our votes could have
prevented that from happening. We can be the
margin of victory up and down the ballot this
year!
  November may feel far away but as overseas
voters we need to request our ballots now and
submit them early (target 24 Sept - 4 Oct) to
ensure they arrive on time and count! 
  In 2022, Democrats Abroad aims to mobilise
all voters living overseas but is also focusing on
crucial  races  around the country including the 
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Make Your Voice Count in 2022

Battleground States where we have the greatest
need for voter turnout to either hold on to seats
or gain them!
  We cannot sit the midterms elections out!
Many races are decided by the slimmest of
margins. We can be the margin of victory up
and down the ballot this year!

Finally, a bit of good news -- the President has signed
bipartisan gun legislation after years of legislative

inaction. To find out more about the Bipartisan Safer
Communities Act, click here for a fact sheet. Then click
here to read Senator Christopher Murray's remarks

on the Senate floor about the act.

DA Global's on TikTok!

Democrats Abroad Global has
officially launched our very own

TikTok Account! Find us at
@DemsAbroad.

http://www.democratsabroad.org/events
https://www.tiktok.com/@demsabroad
https://www.murphy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/bipartisan_safer_communities_act_one_pager.pdf
https://www.murphy.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/murphy-shooting-after-shooting-congress-for-thirty-years-did-nothing_-but-not-this-time


  Democrats Abroad has set up State Teams to
mobilise voters in the 12 Battleground States
of: AZ, CA, FL, GA, ME, MD, MI, NC, OH, PA, TX,
and WI. Join a team, whether you vote there or
not, and play a role in protecting democracy! 
  If you have any questions for the Individual
teams, they can be contacted via their state
abbreviation (e.g. AZ@democratsabroad.org) 
  For more info including upcoming state-
specific events, click  here to find upcoming
state-specific events or email
states@democratsabroad.org. You can also
follow them @StatesAbroad on Twitter.
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  We need your help to reach Democrats
Abroad members around the world! 
    You can only vote once, but calling:
     - multiplies your vote & amplifies your voice
    - helps & empowers others cast their one vote
  - helps make the USA a truly participatory
democracy
   In 2020, DA callers made over 600,000 calls!
And we needed every one to win the House, the
Senate and Georgia Runoffs, and the
Presidency. To get started, sign up for an
upcoming online Phonebanking training.

PHONEBANKING

The Youth Vote
  “Only by working together can we close voting
gaps, expand the electorate, and support a
more equitable and representative American
democracy.” – from CIRCLE website 
 Last month we shared notice of the Tufts
CIRCLE 2022 Growing Youth Voters Event – it
was really interesting and inspiring! You can
read the report or watch the recording here.
You’ll find other youth-focused voter
mobilisation info and training here too.
  Get Involved with the DA Global Youth Caucus 
Read more and join here:
https://www.democratsabroad.org/yc.

Kenna Williams, Liz
O’Leary and Jae Scott at
the June Youth Meet-up
at Social in Joburg

DASA Phonebanking volunteers Tanya Cruz Teller
and Caroline Hopkins

mailto:states@democratsabroad.org
mailto:states@democratsabroad.org
mailto:states@democratsabroad.org
mailto:states@democratsabroad.org
mailto:states@democratsabroad.org
mailto:states@democratsabroad.org
mailto:states@democratsabroad.org
mailto:states@democratsabroad.org
https://www.democratsabroad.org/state_teams
https://www.democratsabroad.org/state_teams
https://www.democratsabroad.org/state_teams
mailto:states@democratsabroad.org
mailto:states@democratsabroad.org
mailto:states@democratsabroad.org
https://www.democratsabroad.org/phonebanking_training
https://circle.tufts.edu/circlegrowingvoters
https://www.democratsabroad.org/yc
https://forms.gle/5ApS1iWrM6pttvhk6
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Don't miss out on your chance to participate in
your state primary. Register and request your
ballots at votefromabroad.org. 

Check your state’s timeframes 
and procedures at

https://www.votefromabroad.org/states

UPCOMING PRIMARIES

July 19
Maryland 

 
August 2

Arizona   Kansas
Michigan   Missouri

Washington 
 

August 4
Tennessee 

 
August 9

Connecticut    Minnesota 
Vermont    Wisconsin

 
August 13

Hawaii 
 

August 16
Alaska   Wyoming 

 
August 23

Florida 

  It felt like an earthquake. The current and
potential implications resulting from the
Supreme Court decision overturning Roe v
Wade are almost unthinkable in 2022. We’ve
been shaken to the core, feeling ill and
unsteady. 
 The strong 66-page dissent from Justices
Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena
Kagan serves as a warning that the
Conservative majority on the Court is not done.
The concurring opinion (to the overturning of
Roe) from Justice Clarence Thomas, suggesting
that other rights, such as contraception, same-
sex intimacy and same-sex marriage should be
reviewed, bluntly serves as a threat we need to
take seriously. We’ve all been reeling from the
decision and trying to find our feet. And find
them we must, as there is a battle to be fought.
  We invite you again to choose your own route
in this work, there are many organisations to
support, state-specific legislation and many
ways to raise our voices, but it’s clear that this
is not a drill, as the saying goes, we need to act. 
 The Democratic National Committee has
launched Defend Choice – please visit their
website, www.defendchoice.org, for more
info. The upcoming elections are critical to
what happens next and lead directly into the
2024 election. Vote for our rights and for
progress!

ON ROE V. WADE BEING
OVERTURNED ...

https://www.democratsabroad.org/donate_za
http://www.votefromabroad.org/
https://www.votefromabroad.org/states
http://www.defendchoice.org/
http://www.defendchoice.org/


Event: Monthly Mondays for Progressive Minds 
Topic: What to Know About Campaign Finance
Date:  July 25, 2022
Time: 18:00 -- 19:30 SAST
Location: Zoom
Event Page:  To RSVP, click here 
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Event: Forum on Electoral Reform 
Featuring: Tory Mallett, PhD Candidate at 
 London School of Economics
Date: July 21, 2022
Time: 19:00 -- 20:30 SAST
Location: Zoom
Event Page: To RSVP, click here

Event: Q&A and Discussion on "Battleground"
Film about Abortion in America
Date:  July 10, 2022
Time: 19:00 -- 20:30 SAST
Location: Zoom
Event Page:  To RSVP, click here 

TO BECOME A MEMBER: DEMOCRATSABROAD.ORG/JOIN 

FACEBOOK: /DEMOCRATSABROADSOUTHAFRICA 

INSTAGRAM: @DEMSINAFRICA 

WHATSAPP: CHAT.WHATSAPP.COM/EBGCCLMGH0S3PU4RVCAZMU 

WEBSITE(S): DEMOCRATSABROAD.ORG/ZA & DEMOCRATSABROAD.ORG 

CONTACT DASA: DEMSABROADSOUTHAFRICA@GMAIL.COM

https://www.democratsabroad.org/cliff1976/monthly_mondays_for_progressive_minds_what_to_know_about_campaign_finance
https://www.democratsabroad.org/lizneilvoss/national_salon_electoral_reform
https://www.democratsabroad.org/kespineira/q_a_and_discussion_-_battleground_film_and_abortion_politics_in_america
http://bit.ly/DASA28APRIL
https://www.democratsabroad.org/join
https://www.facebook.com/DemocratsAbroadSouthAfrica
https://www.facebook.com/DemocratsAbroadSouthAfrica
https://www.instagram.com/demsinafrica/
https://www.instagram.com/demsinafrica/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EBGCcLmGh0s3PU4rvCAzMu
https://www.democratsabroad.org/za
https://www.democratsabroad.org/
https://www.democratsabroad.org/

