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CALL SCRIPT FOR HOUSE LEADERSHIP

(For Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Leader Steny Hoyer, and Whip James Clyburn)

Hello, my name is [your name], I'm a  [your Voting State] voter, and I'm with Democrats Abroad, 
the DNC-recognized foreign arm of the Democratic Party.  I urge [representative name] to add 
their name to the list of co-sponsors for H.R. 40, the Commission to Study and Develop 
Reparation Proposals for African Americans Act, before the end of the year.  We hope that they'll 
take part in this historic momentum advancing racial justice by bringing H.R. 40 to a vote at long 
last.  Thank you for your time.



CALL SCRIPT (For All Other House Representatives)
Hello, my name is [your name], I'm a  [your Voting State] voter, and I'm with Democrats Abroad, the DNC-recognized 
foreign arm of the Democratic Party. We seek to represent 6.7 million U.S. voters who live abroad, and our Mail-In ballots 
made the margin of victory in tight races across the country in 2020.

I am calling in support of H.R. 40, the Commission to Study and Develop Reparations Proposals for African 
Americans Act.

As you may already know, H.R. 40 does not authorize payments. Instead, it creates a commission to study past and 
present inequities due to the legacy of slavery, and then recommend proposals to redress those harms. 

Commissions to study redress are not new.  There was a commission to study claims by Indigenous people and to 
study and make recommendations for the incarceration of Japanese Americans during WWII.

HR 40 has unprecedented support in Congress, with 185 co-sponsors and counting, and there is no better time 
than the present to do the right thing. In 2021, the House Judiciary Committee held its first-ever vote on HR 40 in 
its 32-year lifespan and it passed.  We need to keep the momentum going, as Leader Hoyer has promised to bring 
HR 40 to the House floor. As we prepare for what will be a historic House floor vote to advance reparative justice 
for the legacy of slavery and systemic racism, we hope that we can count on you to begin the journey of repair for 
this country. Can I count on [Rep’s name] to support H.R. 40 immediately being brought to the Floor for a vote? 

Thank you so much for your time.



 District US House Member Office Number Staffer Name Staffer Email 

CA-12 Speaker Nancy Pelosi (202) 225-0600 Owen Beal & 
Robyn Lea 

owen.beal@mail.house.gov; 
robyn.lea@mail.house.gov 

MD-5 Leader Steny Hoyer (202) 225-4131 Christine Hagan 
& Paul Nicholas 

christine.hagan@mail.house.gov; 
paul.nicholas@mail.house.gov 

SC-6 Whip James Clyburn (202) 225-3315 Nkili Gause & 
Timothy 
Michalak 

nkili.gause@mail.house.gov; 
timothy.michalak@mail.house.gov 

HOUSE LEADERSHIP EMAILS & PHONE NUMBERS



 District US House Member Office Number Staffer Name Staffer Email 

MN-2 Rep. Angie Craig (202) 225-2271 Emmet Hedin emmet.hedin@mail.house.gov 

KS-3 Rep. Sharice Davids (202) 225-2865 Rani Williams rani.williams@mail.house.gov 

TX-7 Rep. Lizzie Fletcher (202) 225-2571 Cameron Hull cameron.hull@mail.house.gov 

ME-2 Rep. Jared Golden (202) 225-6306 Aaron Sege aaron.sege@mail.house.gov 

WI-3 Rep. Ron Kind (202) 225-5506 Olivia Kirchberg olivia.kirchberg@mail.house.gov 

PA-17 Rep. Conor Lamb (202) 225-2301 Heather Painter heather.painter@mail.house.gov 

NV-3 Rep. Susie Lee (202) 225-3252 Lauren Toy lauren.toy@mail.house.gov 

VA-2 Rep. Elaine Luria (202) 225-4251 Claude Berube claude.berube@mail.house.gov 

FL-7 Rep. Stephanie Murphy (202) 225-4035 John Laufer john.laufer@mail.house.gov 

AZ-1 Rep. Tom O'Halleran (202) 225-3361 Adam Finkel adam.finkel@mail.house.gov 

Holdouts: EMAILS & PHONE NUMBERS



 District US House Member Office Number Staffer Name Staffer Email 

OR-5 Rep. Kurt Schrader (202) 225-5711 Zach Stokes zach.stokes@mail.house.gov 

WA-8 Rep. Kim Schrier (202) 225-7761 Alicia 
Bissonnette 

alicia.bissonnette@mail.house.gov 

VA-7 Rep. Abigail Spanberger (202) 225-2815 Nicholas 
Widmyer 

Nicholas.Widmyer@mail.house.gov 

PA-8 Rep. Matthew Cartwright (202) 225-5546 Stephen Coffey stephen.coffey@mail.house.gov 

NJ-9 Rep. Bill Pascrell (202) 225-5751 Christopher 
Hadad 

christopher.hadad@mail.house.gov 

OH-11 Rep. Shontel Brown (202) 225-7032 N/A N/A 

Holdouts: EMAILS & PHONE NUMBERS



Find your congressperson’s contact info 
here:

https://www.commoncause.org/



SAMPLE EMAIL to House Congresspersons (see Word doc),  Part 1:

(Date)

To the Honorable (fill in Congressman’s name),

My name is (fill in your name), member at-large of Democrats Abroad. I urge you to support the study for reparations bill H.R. 40, lead in bringing 
H.R. 40 to vote before the end of this Congressional Session and ensure that H.R. 40 passes.

As the official foreign arm of the Democratic Party and a DNC-recognized State Party representing Americans abroad, Democrats Abroad is the only 
organization seeking to represent over 6.7 million U.S. voters abroad. Our global Mail-In ballots made the margin of victory in the states of Arizona 
and Georgia in the 2020 general election.  We further leveraged our global strength during the 2022 DNC Winter Meeting by drafting a Resolution in 
Support of H.R. 40. The measure passed unanimously in Washington on 10 March 2022, affirming the DNC’s commitment to enacting a reparations 
study commission.

H.R. 40 currently enjoys a record 215 representatives committed to voting "yes" in the House—offering  the best opportunity to research how the 
U.S. government can reverse racial disparities. Yet, despite massive support and stellar popularity among Black Americans, the bill remains in grave 
danger today. Simply put, if  H.R. 40 is not put to a vote this year, it will expire after the current congressional session.   

Three key people who can immediately bring the bill to a full House vote are House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer, 
and House Whip Jim Clyburn.

https://reparationscomm.org/hr-40/
https://www.tag24.com/politics/us-politics/democratic-national-committee-passes-resolution-in-support-of-reparations-2369101
https://www.tag24.com/politics/us-politics/democratic-national-committee-passes-resolution-in-support-of-reparations-2369101


Black voters around the world can no longer wait. Indeed, our democracy can no longer wait. In 2020, the Democratic Party  saw 12% of the Black 
male vote swing to Trump, the largest single Republican capture of the Black vote since Nixon. Current data shows this trend likely continuing unless 
Democrats fulfill the goals of their own party platform, which includes establishing a reparations study commission. 

In June 2021, the US House voted nearly unanimously to establish Juneteenth as a federal holiday. While symbolic measures are important, the 
House should act further and commit to researching comprehensive reparations through H.R. 40.

The right to remedy for racial discrimination is a well-established principle of US and human rights law. In the past, federal commissions have 
investigated interning Japanese Americans during World War II; claims brought by Native people against the US; and the establishment of a 
memorial for the Holocaust. In each case the commissions recommended some form of redress. So, we hope you join us in this fight and call on 
Representatives Pelosi, Hoyer, and Clyburn to bring H.R. 40 to a full House vote as soon as possible.  

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
[First Name, Last Name]
[Voting State] voter
Lives in [Country of Residence]

SAMPLE EMAIL to House Congresspersons (see Word doc), Part 2:

https://www.theatlantic.com/culture/archive/2020/11/why-black-men-and-women-vote-so-differently/617134/
https://www.theatlantic.com/culture/archive/2020/11/why-black-men-and-women-vote-so-differently/617134/
https://joebiden.com/blackamerica/#
https://democrats.org/where-we-stand/party-platform/healing-the-soul-of-america/

