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Recommendation #1: Vote



Recommendation #2: Engage in Strengthening Democracy for All



Two Significant Upcoming Events that will 
Affect Climate Change Responses

The Conference of Parties, COP, is the decision-making body 
responsible for monitoring and reviewing the 
implementation of the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change. It brings together the 197 
nations and territories – called Parties – that have signed on 
to the Framework Convention.

US Mid-Term Elections



The New Normal of Global Climate Change 

• The United Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change’s sixth 
assessment (WG2) report, finalized in April 
2022, confirms that the increase in hazards 
is due to climate change as the earth 
warms from 1.1˚C above pre-industrial 
levels (1850-1900) to +1.5˚C (in 6–11 years) 
as heat waves are expected to increase 
four times more than average trends

• UN humanitarian appeals linked to extreme 
weather have increased 800% in the last 20 
years 



Eight Global Overlapping Crises

• Debt stress-East and Southern Africa low-income countries’ debt 
doubled in the last 10 years with a larger portfolio of private debt 
(19%a)

• Covid-19 Repercussions

• War in Ukraine-Ukraine and Russia export approx. 25% of global 
wheat; Kenya imports 25% of wheat from both, Cameroon imports -
44% of fertilizer from Russia

• Inflation-US inflation rate is 8.2% (as of Sept. 2022) Tanzania’s overall 
inflation spiked 34% between February and April 2022; Cameroon food 
prices increased by 26 percent between February and March 2022.

• Strong Dollar –US Dollar’s 11% increase in 2022 affects emerging 
countries by increasing debt servicing, and import costs, which can 
inhibit growth-withdrawal of money from foreign markets 

• Democratic Recession-global increase in authoritarianism i.e. Jan.6 
riots, increase in coup d'états in West Africa 

• Global Food Crisis-3 C’s Covid, Conflict, Climate

• Sustainable Development Goals-Human Development Index has 
regressed i.e. education



Africa Contributes Approximately 4% Global Emissions with a 17% share 
of the Global Population *Devex



US Demographic 
Perceptions on 
Climate Change*

Gallop

• STORY HIGHLIGHTS

• Six in 10 U.S. adults think effects 
of global warming are already 
happening

• 43% worry a great deal about it, 
with majority worrying at least 
somewhat

• Party gaps keep widening, with 
vast majority of Democrats now 
concerned



Global Warning Perception Gap between Republicans and Democrats 
(*Gallop)



Republican Governor DeSantis  
Voted Against Funding for 
New York but is Asking 
President Biden for Assistance

• Florida Governor DeSantis, Once 
a ‘No’ on Storm Aid, Petitions a 
President He’s Bashed

• The Florida governor, who as a 
congressman opposed aid to 
victims of Hurricane Sandy [New 
York}, is seeking relief from the 
Biden administration as 
Hurricane Ian ravages his own 
state.



Climate Change Effects in Africa 

African countries, already committing between 
3-9% of its budgets to finance climate change 
adaptations

• Horn of Africa is currently dealing with the 
worst drought in 40 years, putting over 50 
million people (approximate population equal 
to California and Georgia) into high levels of 
acute food insecurity

• Southern Africa is sensitive to El Niño induced 
droughts, tropical cyclones 

• Climate change is fueling conflict in W. Africa 



Excellent Case Study on Climate 
Change:  The Barbados Rebellion. 
Caribbean nations are trapped between 
the global financial system and a 
looming climate disaster. One country’s 
leader has been fighting to find a way 
out."

• “The horrific paradox, of course, was that after the 
British banned slavery, they did pay reparations —
just not to the victims of the crime.”

• IMF and other multilaterals have trouble measuring 
climate risk for insurance

• Necessary and adversarial role of private finance

• IMF recommendations of austerity and selling 
public assets to the private sector exacerbated the 
effects of climate change 

• Small Islands Developing States (SIDS) Unable to 
finance way out climate change effects i.e. In 
Dominica, Tropical Storm Ericka (2015) and 
Hurricane Maria (2017), caused damages and 
losses of 100% and 228% of GDP



COP 27 dubbed the “African COP”
Pan-African Issues to Be Raised

Climate Finance is separated into two streams: 

• Mitigation-designed to cut emissions i.e. investing in renewable energy 
is preferred by the private sector 

• Adaptation-designed to adapt to climate involving the state i.e. early 
warning systems, flood-resilient infrastructure- Double adaptation 
funding to $40B by 2025 funding-least developed countries prefer this to 
adapt to climate change –More urgently needed by lower-income 
countries 

“Loss and Damage” fund- 'most politically contentious issue’ due to the 
perception of compensation by developed countries –loosely defined but 
can include the loss of life or property, or damages to health or 
infrastructure through climate-related events, like extreme weather. 

• Developing countries lens of injustice and harm with associated 
responsibilities, liabilities and a need for rehabilitation

• Higher-income governments frame the issue more narrowly around 
climate-related risk, to be met by resilience efforts and insurance



COP 27 dubbed the “African COP”
Pan-African Issues to Be Raised 
(continued)

Unmet pledges- Developed countries promised 
$100B/year in climate finance by 2023; due to 
increasing temps the ask maybe $1.3T/year

Just  Transition- developing countries to increase 
their energy consumption, through both renewable 
and nonrenewable sources, to hit industrialization 
and development targets — similar to what high-
income regions of the world were able to do

• South Africa has a potential $8.5 billion fund to 
shift to renewables while looking out for their 
120,000 workers

Ending international finance of fossil fuels -
Geopolitics has changed this as the UK and US 
continue to explore



What is the US’s 
Role in Addressing 
Climate Change? 

United States President’s Emergency Plan for Adaptation and 
Resilience, or PREPARE, aims to provide $3 billion in 
adaptation finance annually by 2024 but approval depends on 
Congress’s approval. 
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What were a few of the lessons learned from DE vex the Covid crisis? 

• Disparity in Experiences 

• RACE

• Non-Hispanic American Indians or Alaska Natives are 2.7 times

• Non-Hispanic Black or African American people and Hispanic people are about twice 

• MAYO Clinic https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/expert-
answers/coronavirus-infection-by-race/faq-20488802

• Factors : Racism, Health-related factors, Type of Work, Location

• Leadership Matters-Domestically

• Under Trump Boris Yeltsin Biden

• US Leadership Matters-Internationally

• Women’s Rights, Mexico Policy

https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/coronavirus/expert-answers/coronavirus-infection-by-race/faq-20488802


What is Needed and What Has Been 
Committed? 
• Carbon credits-African countries are guardians of some of the world's 

most important natural carbon sinks — which they can monetize. 
These include the Congo Basin peatlands-but rate of deforestation is 
high; Through nature-based carbon removal, Africa can generate 
revenue of between $15 billion($50/ton) and $82 ($150/ton) billion 
per year



What is Being Done? 

• Reduce illicit outflows of approx. $90B through better global tax 
efforts

• Increase resilience

• African Continental Free Trade Agreement - potential to increase 
income by $450 billion and more than double the size of the single 
Africa market to $6.7 trillion 


