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Good afternoon. I’m Richard Corman, President of Downtown Independent Democrats. Thank 
you for this very powerful and moving hearing. I’m speaking today in favor of this bill to end the 
24-hour work day for home care workers. Early this year our club passed a resolution calling for 
an end to this practice and justice for home-care workers. 
 
This is as much a moral issue, an issue of humanity as anything. Debate the practicalities, in my 
mind there no debate about working people for 24-hours and paying them for 1/2. This has 
long conflicted not only with our principles, but with our laws. Yet it persists. And, it seems, 
mostly here in New York City, the last place we would imagine this happening. 
 
Some have said this bill is not the solution. But scathing reports have been written; 
investigations done; laws have been passed. Yet it persists. Some have said the solution lies not 
with this, but with the state increasing the funding. The State increases to funding have been 
far from sufficient and does nothing to end the 24-hour shift. It persists. 
 
Some say there could be unintended consequences of this bill. Yet the very real consequences 
of the 24-hour workday persist. 
 
Some have said we can’t stop this practice until we fix some root cause. Yet, even the 
administration admits, here we still are – it persists. And all the while it’s on the backs of these 
mostly immigrant women of color. They bear this. And so do their patients.  
 
If there is a root cause, who is fixing that? If there is a root cause, something needs to force that 
to be fixed, because nothing has done that so far. It’s just so much easier to let these workers, 
these women, suffer. Just don’t call it exploitation, call it compassion for their patients.  
 
But this is exploitation and not compassion and it has gone on for way too long. And, with 
history behind us, without this bill, it will just persist. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 


