
 
Kathy Hochul rode in as lieutenant governor on Andrew 
Cuomo’s coattails and  succeeded him as governor when he 
was forced to resign over sexual harassment charges.  Her 
choice for lieutenant governor, Brian Benjamin, also  
resigned when he was indicted on corruption charges this 
spring.  An “A" Rating from the NRA and her question-
able budget priorities, like inserting $600 million into the 
budget to build a stadium for the Buffalo Bills football 
team, leave us questioning her judgement and priorities.  
One opponent is Tom Suozzi, a Long Island congress-
man and centrist candidate. Mr. Suozzi is currently 
being probed by the House Ethics Committee for not re-
porting some 300 stock trades between 2017 and 2022.  
In line with our progressive values, Brooklynite Jumaane 
Williams has proven himself more than capable, first as 
a city council member and currently as public advocate.  
Williams has a solid progressive record, fights for and is 
accessible to us common folk, and prioritizes people over 
football stadiums.  
Three candidates are competing for lieutenant governor.  
One is Hochul’s choice, upstater Antonio Delgado.   
Another is Diana Reyna, Suozzi’s running mate and a  
former city councilmember, who raised eyebrows there 
when she directed public funds to two non-profits run by 
family members.  
Jumaane Williams’ choice as his running mate for  
lieutenant governor is Ana Maria Archila, a former  
co-executive director of the Center for Popular  
Democracy.  Archila is deeply involved in the fights for 
paid sick days, a higher minimum wage, and a range of 
other economic, racial, and justice campaigns.   

We endorse Jumaane Williams for governor  
and Ana Maria Archila for lieutenant governor.  

 

66th Assembly District - Greenwich Village, 
TriBeCa, SoHo, NoHo, and parts of the East Village.   Deborah Glick for Assembly  
Rampant and unbridled realestate development have 
plagued lower Manhattan for years. This year we have a 
classic contest between an incumbent who supports  
residents and reasonable land development versus a novice 
candidate who is in the back pocket of the real estate lobby.  
Deborah Glick has served our district so formidably we 
don’t know where to begin.   
She is one of our strongest advocates in Albany for  
tenants’ rights. Glick sponsored and won renewal of the 
Loft Law. She was the most outspoken elected official 
in opposing the upzoning of SoHo/NoHo/Chinatown, 
de Blasio’s parting gift to his developer contributors.  
Famously championing women’s and LGBTQ rights, 
Glick’s leadership in passing the Reproductive Health  
Act has ensured protection of abortion rights in our  

state. She was the lead sponsor 
of the Women’s Health and 
Wellness Act that promotes early 
detection and prevention of  
certain medical conditions af-
fecting women, including breast 
cancer and osteoporosis.   
Years before marriage equality, 

her legislation prohibited discrimination based on sexual 
orientation and also granted domestic partners the same 
hospital visitation rights as spouses.   
In contrast to Glick’s support of residents over developers, 
her opponent, Ryder Kessler, is a well-funded and zealous 
advocate for the real estate industry. 95% of his campaign 
contributions come from outside the district.   
He won the endorsement of Open NY, a lobbying outfit 
founded by a wealthy landlord and heir to a steel fortune, 
which seems to hold no limits on real estate speculation in 
our community.    
He supports the upzoning of SoHo/NoHo/Chinatown and 
the destruction of our beloved Elizabeth Street Garden. 
Moreover, it is unclear what he actually does for a living.  
With this stark contrast between the candidates, we  
readily endorse Deborah Glick for re-election. 
 
 

Staten Island, the 61st Assembly District has now been 
extended to include Battery Park City, as well as parts 
of the Financial District and the Seaport.  
The incumbent, Charles Fall, a native Staten  
Islander, has served his borough well in the  
assembly. However, we question whether he has the 
knowledge of Lower Manhattan and the progressive  
credentials that would match the expectations of the  
residents of our downtown neighborhoods. 
 
We believe our own Justine 
Cuccia, who is challenging 
the incumbent, will better 
address our values and 
 priorities.   
A long-time Battery Park 
City resident and activist, 
Justine co-founded Democ-
racy for Battery Park City, 
dedicated to making the BPC Authority more democratic 
and accountable to residents.  
Justine received the Battery Park City Neighbor of the 
Year award in 2011 for her efforts in preserving the 
Winter Garden Staircase, an iconic meeting place that 
Brookfield Properties wanted to demolish during a 
modernization program.  
Ms. Cuccia has been a long-serving member of Com-
munity Board 1, rising to become chair of the Battery 
Park City Committee. She is currently a member of the 
coalition to secure 100% affordable housing at 5 World 
Trade Center, with preference for 9/11 survivors, their 
children, first responders and seniors.  
Additionally, Cuccia is a spirited advocate for  
public health insurance and for financial and health 
support for people with 9/11-related conditions.  
We endorse Justine Cuccia for the 61st Assembly 
District. 

•   •   •  
Democratic State Committee — The most  
important election you never heard of. 

 
Members of the Democratic State Committee serve  
as our local representatives in the statewide  
Democratic Party organization.  The state committee  
sets party policy and endorses candidates for statewide 
office. (continued on reverse side) 

65th Assembly District - Lower East Side,  
Chinatown, South Street Seaport and parts of the  
Financial  District   

Grace Lee for Assembly  
The current assemblymember is stepping down to run 
for Congress. Several candidates are vying to replace 
her.  
First and foremost is Grace Lee. A mother of three, a 
small business owner and an Ivy-League graduate, Lee 
is a passionate community organizer.   
Grace co-founded Children First, a parent-led grassroots 
coalition fighting for the safe cleanup of a toxic mercury 
site in the South Street Seaport. This hazardous location is 

across the street from two ele-
mentary schools and could put 
thousands of our children and 
residents at risk of exposure. 
Lee’s steadfast organizing in 
the face of developer Howard 
Hughes’ opposition secured 
strong oversight rules and an 
independent monitor for the 
site cleanup.  
Lee ha  s also worked closely 
with deaf tenants living in  

deplorable conditions at a Federal housing complex for 
the hearing and speech impaired on the Lower East 
Side, helping them stand up to their building’s  
management.  
Grace also partnered with Vision Urbana to organize the 
largest Thanksgiving food drive in lower Manhattan,  
donating and delivering thousands of turkeys to families 
in NYCHA housing.  
Ms. Lee’s opponents’ efforts to improve our neighbor-
hood pale in comparison, if they exist at all. It is for these 
reasons we endorse Grace Lee for the 65th Assembly 
District. 

•   •   •  
61st Assembly District - Battery Park City, parts of 
the Financial District, and the north shore of  
Staten Island  

Justine Cuccia for Assembly  
This year’s redistricting has produced an odd assembly 
district. Previously covering just the north shore of 
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65th Assembly District - Lower East Side,  
Chinatown, South Street Seaport and parts of the  
Financial  District  
Two candidates are squaring off: Jenny Lam Low and 
Kathryn Freed.   
Ms. Low has been current state committeemember for the 
past fourteen years but has not once engaged with our vot-
ers on party policy. She is employed as an advisor to the 
City Council Speaker and is a Board of Elections  
commissioner, a party-appointed patronage position. Low 
is part and parcel of the Democratic Party Establishment.   

On the other hand, Kathryn 
Freed is independent. The 
people elected her three times 
as our City Councilmember in 
the 1990s. She owed her job 
to the voters and fought hard 
for us, not the bosses. Term-
limited, she was then elected 
first to the Civil Court and 

then to State Supreme Court, retiring last year.  
Freed has pledged to make the state party more  
transparent, less involved with insider politics, and more 
concerned with the needs of everyday New Yorkers.   
Are you as fed up as we are with business as usual in our 
state’s Democratic Party? Do you want an independent 
voice who will fight for change, fairness, and openness, 
and not beholden to the bosses. We do!  
We endorse Kathryn Freed for State Committee in 
the 65th Assembly District.  

•   •   •    
66th Assembly District - Greenwich Village, TriBeCa, 
SoHo, NoHo, and parts of the East Village  
Two candidates are competing for State Committee in 
the 66th A.D.: Rachel Lavine and Erin Hussein. Hussein 
has run for City Council and we agree with many of her 
positions. However, incumbent Rachel Lavine has 
served us so magnificently that it would be folly to  
replace her.   
As co-founder and chair of the State Committee’s  
Progressive Caucus, just one of Lavine’s outstanding  
accomplishments was writing and passing a State  
Committee resolution calling for the banning of  
hydrofracking in the state, which in turn led to Governor 
Cuomo’s moratorium on the practice.  
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Rachel currently serves on the board of Eleanor’s Legacy, 
which works to elect pro-choice women. She first worked as 
a litigator and then public interest attorney at Safe Horizon, 
the city’s largest victims service agency, advocating for sur-
vivors of domestic violence, child abuse and sexual assault.   
We endorse Rachel Lavine for State Committee in the 
66th Assembly District. 

•   •   •  
Judicial: 
Surrogate Court: Surrogate Court judges hear cases  
involving wills, guardianships, adoptions and the admin-
istration of estates. Two good candidates are contending. 
Elba Galvan and Hilary Gingold. After interviewing both 
at an open public meeting, we endorse Hilary Gingold for 
Surrogate Court.  
Civil Court, 2nd Municipal District: SoHo, and parts of Green-
wich Village, the East Village, Lower East Side and Chinatown  
Two candidates are running for Civil Court. Civil Court 
judges handle family issues, property damage, back rent, 
and landlord/tenant disputes.  
Carmen Pacheco lives in Brooklyn but is opportunistically 
running for the bench in Manhattan. Worse, Pacheco has  earned the dubious honor of being placed on the Public Ad  vocate’s annual list of “Worst Landlords.” Do you want one   of the city’s worst landlords adjudicating landlord/tenant  disputes? She also has contributed to Republican candidates   and is accused of hurling racial epithets at a Black neighbor.   
On the other hand, David Fraiden, a Lower East Side 
lawyer and, until recently, a Federal immigration judge, 
has solid progressive and ethical credentials, has judicial 
experience unlike his opponent, and has been endorsed by 
most of our district leaders.   

What is the DID?  
The Downtown Independent Democrats reform club formed 
during the McGovern campaign in 1972 and won district 
leadership for the first time in 1976, defeating the entrenched 
Tammany machine that controlled the politics here at the time.  
Today we serve TriBeCa, Independence Plaza, Battery 
Park City, the Financial District, Chinatown, the South 
Street Seaport, SoHo, NoHo, West SoHo, and parts of 
Greenwich Village, the East Village and the Lower East 
Side, as well as Governors and Liberty Islands.  
Endorsements of candidates are made at open public  
meetings, often after lively debate and discussion of the  
issues with the candidates themselves. To join or for more 
information, visit: didnyc.org  

If you have any questions or problems voting, call us at 
917-793-9273 or contact the Board of Elections at  
212-VOTE-NYC or www.vote.nyc.ny.us.

* YOU CAN BRING THIS FLYER WITH YOU INTO THE POLL SITE *
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