
councilmember Christopher Marte clearly outshines 
his three competitors. 
 
Born and raised on the Lower East Side, the son of 
a home care attendant and a bodega owner, Chris 
first ran for the council seat in 2017 challenging 
Margaret Chin and falling short by a mere 221 
votes — the closet margin  that year any challenger 
in the city came to defeating an incumbent. 
 
Buoyed by this mandate, Marte swept to victory  
in 2021 with 61% of the final vote, handily  
defeating eight opponents and winning over 90%  
of the election precincts in this extraordinarily 
diverse area. 
 
Since his election, Chris has proven his worth.  
 
He secured $15 million in city funding for our  
district and another $4.4 million to renovate our 
public schools and playgrounds. An additional 
$600,000 was earmarked for expanded sanitation 
services. He allocated $3.5 million for housing and 
tenant protections as well as needed funding for 
NYCHA repairs. 
 
Marte has also fought 
for the underprivi-
leged in his district 
and throughout the 
city.   
 
Despite opposition 
from the home care 
industry, Chris has 
introduced legislation 
to end the 24 hour 
workday for home 
care attendants. He 
held a marathon 
eight-hour Council 
hearing where scores 
of the women spoke of the harsh conditions they are 
forced to endure caring for our infirm. 
 
A leader in the fight against displacement, Marte is 
fighting to pass the Chinatown Working Group 
Plan which would protect the Lower East Side and 
Chinatown from unbridled gentrification. 
 
While supporting the effort to close Rikers,   
he has been a leader from the start  in backing 
Chinatown’s efforts opposing a mega-jail there — 
which would be the tallest jail in the world 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

 
First Council District  

 
It’s been said all politics are local. So serious  
voters need to pay close attention to who would 
best represent their interests in the City Council. 
 
In District 1, which basically covers most of 
Manhattan below Houston Street, four candidates 
are vying for the seat. 
 
Susan Lee emigrated from Hong Kong at age six, 
grew up in the Lower East Side and now lives in 
TriBeCa. Professionally, Lee has worked primarily as 
a freelance grant writer and fundraiser for non-profits.  
 
Troublingly, Lee’s campaign is funded in part by 
People Enhancing New York, a super PAC founded 
by Gil Cygler, a rental car magnate out of Brooklyn. 
 
The PAC’s chief contributors include not only large 
Brooklyn real estate speculators but also Thor 
Equities and Saratoga Casino Holdings, who are 
lobbying heavily to build a gambling casino and 
hotel complex just across the street from the  
legendary Coney Island boardwalk. 
 
Ms. Lee needs to answer why Brooklyn developers 
are pumping money into her race in lower 
Manhattan.  
 
Ursula Jung, also an immigrant, is a Columbia 
University graduate and serves on local 
Community Education Council District 3. 
 
Pooi Stewart ran a losing campaign for the state 
assembly in the Bronx last year and public records 
show her still residing in that borough.  
 
So when the rubber hits the road, our incumbent 

 — seeking instead adaptive reuse of the facility. 
 
A solid environmentalist, Chris has planted  
hundred of street trees, opened two new parks, 
advocated for $2.3 million to improve our existing 
parks, at the same time pushing for a resiliency plan 
to safeguard our environment while fortifying our 
shoreline.   
 
Marte has been endorsed by State Assemblymember 
Grace Lee, Planned Parenthood, United Federation 
of Teachers, New York League of Conservation 
Voters, Voters for Animal Rights, NY Immigration 
Coalition Action, Grand Street Democratic  
Club, Village Reform Democratic Club, NYC 
Asian-American Democratic Club, Stonewall 
Democratic Club, New Downtown Democrats,  
as well as trade unions like the Sheet Metal 
Workers Local 28, the Retail, Wholesale  
and Department Store Union (RWDSU), the 
Council of School Supervisors & Administrators 
(CSA), and the Professional Staff Congress  
CUNY, which represents 30,000 faculty and staff 
members at CUNY. 
 
Downtown Independent Democrats endorses 
Christopher Marte. 
 

 
Second Council District  

 
Council District 2, recently redistricted to now 
include NoHo and central Greenwich Village,  
covers parts of the Lower East Side, the East 
Village, and extends as far north as East 33rd Street. 
 
Incumbent Carlina Rivera is facing a challenge 
from community activist Allie Ryan. 
 
However, both candidates have taken positions on 
certain issues that are inconsistent with our  
principles. 
 
Consequently, Downtown Independent Democrats 
has not endorsed either candidate in this election.  
  

  
Third Council District  

 
In Council District 3, covering the West Side from 
Canal Street to West 55th Street, we endorsed 
incumbent councilmember Eric Bottcher. However, 
he is running unopposed, so his name will not be on 
your ballot. 
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Civil Court 
 

The 1st Municipal Civil Court District descends 
along the West Side from 14th Street and sweeps 
around to the Lower East Side area of Two 
Bridges. Two candidates are running for civil 
judgeship there. 

 
David Fraiden is a for-
mer federal immigration 
court judge and admin-
istrative law judge for 
the city. He is back in 
private practice, helping 
low-income residents 
with their civil, family, 
housing and criminal 
court proceedings. 
 
Lauren Esposito has 
dedicated her entire 

legal career to public service. She was a litigator 
for NYCHA and currently serves as a senior court 
attorney in the appellate division. Her work in  
this busy court has provided her with valuable 
experience in civil, criminal and family court  
proceedings. 
 
DID will only endorse candidates who have been 
judged “most highly qualified” by an independent 
screening panel. Of the two candidates, Lauren 
Esposito is the only one with that distinction. 
 
Downtown Independent Democrats endorses 
Lauren Esposito for Civil Court 
 

 
 

County Committee 
 
In Smith Houses and Masaryk Towers on the 
Lower East Side, there is a contest in some  
election precincts for local representatives to the 
New York County Democratic Committee. 
 
Local County Committee members represent  
your interests and principles in the Manhattan 
Democratic Party. 
 
They also have the very important task of selecting 
a replacement to represent you if an elected official 
can no longer complete their full term, say, due to 
illness or retirement. 
 
Candidates for the Democratic County Committee 
will not be on the ballot in all election precincts. 

However, if you live in one of these contested  
election precincts, you will be receiving a postcard 
from us recommending our endorsed candidates. 
Please take note. 
 
If there is a contest in your precinct, our endorsed 
candidates will be at the bottom of the ballot. Be 
sure to check your ballot if you live in Smith Houses 
or Masaryk Towers. 

You can bring this fact sheet into the voting booth and we 
encourage it to avoid any confusion.   
If you have any questions or problems, call 
us at 646-309-9435 or contact the Board of 
Elections at 212-Vote-NYC or vote.nyc 
Scan this QR code to find your polling place.

 What is DID? 
The Downtown Independent Democrats reform club 
formed in the loft district during the McGovern presidential 
campaign in 1972 and won district leadership for the first 
time in 1976, defeating the entrenched Tammany 
machine that controlled the politics there at the time.    
Today we serve TriBeCa, SoHo, NoHo, West SoHo, parts of 
Greenwich Village, the East Village, the Lower East Side, 
Little Italy and Nolita, as well as Battery Park City, 
Chinatown, the Financial District, the South Street Seaport, 
and Governors and Liberty Islands.  
Endorsements of candidates are made at open public 
meetings, often after lively debate and discussion of the 
issues with the candidates themselves.  
To join or for more information, visit: didnyc.org
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