
Welcome to the second monthly update for members reporting on 

the work and activities of Diplomats for Climate Action  Now.   

Richard Mathews, Convenor 

https://www.diplomatsforclimate.org  

Meeting Political Leaders 

We have been conducting a series of meetings with political leaders, in advance of the federal 

election, to promote our Climate-Focused Foreign Policy, and our views on what Australia 

should be doing regarding climate change and our role in the Pacific. 

To date we have: 

• approached the LNP and been ignored 

• approached the ALP and heard some positive commitments and hints of further 

commitments 

• will seek a meeting with the Greens  

• have approached one independent ACT Senate candidate who was interested in our 

views 

• are approaching the other independent candidate for ACT Senate, and some other 

independents in NSW and Victoria. 

Working with Like-Minded Advocacy Groups 

We have finalized a text with four other like-minded professional groups for a joint open letter 

to the incoming Prime Minister of Australia, calling on the incoming government to make 

climate change its top priority and to mobilise all national resources to meet the challenge that 

climate change poses to our human, health and national security. Look out for the launch of 

this letter in the next fortnight. 

Pacific Islands Paper 

The final draft of the Pacific paper was published this week in the Lowy Interpreter. The 

principal author was Peter Hooton, with useful input from a large group of our members 

coordinated by Philip Kentwell. This is a great outcome, and I encourage you to all read the 

paper and to post links to it on your social media platforms. The paper can be accessed here.   

This paper will form a solid basis for us to engage with Australian and PICs political leaders 

on what Australia needs to do regarding climate change and the Pacific. This will include 

discussing the paper with local PICs diplomatic representatives in Canberra. The paper builds 

on the principle in our CFFP that states: 

“Australia should champion the interests of small island states… (and) commit to offering 

vulnerable Pacific Island nations a safe-refuge resettlement program for affected populations 

if their homelands become no longer habitable due to sea-level rise or other effects of climate 

change.” 

Rotary and other Community Group Meetings 

I was invited to speak to a luncheon meeting of the Rotary Club of Canberra on 17th March 
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2022. It was for me, a great honour to be introduced to the meeting by Di Johnstone AM, a 

colleague and member of Diplomats for Climate Action Now. Di recruited me in 1991 and 

was then already a legend within DFAT where she was renowned as one of our first women 

Ambassadors and Australia’s first Ambassador to Nepal. At the Rotary Club meeting I met a 

former cabinet minister, a few professors, and several businesspeople and philanthropists. All 

were very interested to hear about our activities. My speech can be downloaded here. 

One of the Rotary Club members suggested that Diplomats for Climate Action Now members 

might be interested in speaking to Rotary clubs across the nation, about climate policies and 

the interconnection with our foreign, trade and development policy interests, and about our 

group.  

This is a very good idea, and I encourage members to consider offering to speak at local 

Rotary clubs or community groups in your hometowns/suburbs about Diplomats for Climate 

Action Now, and on climate and foreign policy. Most clubs or community groups would be 

happy with a fifteen-minute speech followed by a short Q&A.  

Please feel free to use my speech – but there are also several other resources on our website. 

First of course, is our Climate-Focused Foreign Policy, our core “manifesto” of principles.  

Also Janaline Oh has drafted these talking points on a climate-focused foreign policy which 

members are free to draw on for speeches, articles, letters to MPs and so forth. 

In the lead-up to the federal elections – which are likely to be held on 7th, 14th or 21st of May – 

anything that members can do to raise the profile of climate change as an important issue, 

will be very valuable. 

Readings 

There is a huge amount of material out there (mostly on-line) on climate policy and the 

intersection with foreign, trade and development policy, human, health and national security 

policy, and what it all means for Australia in the world. 

Members might be interested in some recent publications that I and others on the Steering 

Committee have found illuminating. 

1. Good International Citizenship: the Case for Decency by Gareth Evans, Monash University 

Publishing 2022. Available in paperback here. Gareth talks about three existential threats to 

humanity that should be the core focus of all governments: pandemics, nuclear war and 

climate change. He argues cogently for his concept of good international citizenship, a phrase 

most of us in DFAT had drummed into us in the early 1990s. I am still waiting for my copy of 

the book to arrive, but an interesting interview with Michael Fullilove about this book can be 

found here. 

2. The geopolitics of climate and security in the Indo-Pacific by Robert Glasser, Anastasia 

Kapetas and Cathy Johnstone, ASPI Climate and Security Policy Centre, 24 Feb 2022. This 

156-page report can be downloaded here. It is a comprehensive and well-researched analysis 

of the risks that climate change poses to human security, regional conflict, economic 

disruption, and regional institutions. The report begins with a detailed climate scenario for 

2035 where the planet “has warmed by over 1.5°C - the lower target set by countries in the 

2015 Paris Agreement. Climate hazards are significantly undermining human security in 

multiple dimensions: economic, political, social and environmental.” This scenario is 

frightening but realistic as it is backed by some very detailed data and analysis. The final 

chapter includes eight key recommendations for governments in our region. 

3. How to Talk About Climate Change in a Way That Makes a Difference, by Rebecca 

Huntley, Murdoch Books 2020. Also available on Amazon Kindle. Worrying about climate 

change can be harmful to your mental health, especially if you think too much about the sort 

of world we will leave for our children and grandchildren. “Eco-anxiety” is a growing 

psychological condition. Rebecca Huntley writes, “Climate change must be one of the hardest 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/19T6EtDbeLcgvghYroqHHJ07y-piepY2t/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106078371580339169808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.diplomatsforclimate.org/a_climate_focused_foreign_policy_for_australia
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ccPtUhrBrPzGUlDw6wg46QL6Kbzvzi7h/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106078371580339169808&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://publishing.monash.edu/product/good-international-citizenship/
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/conversations-gareth-evans-good-international-citizenship
https://www.lowyinstitute.org/publications/conversations-gareth-evans-good-international-citizenship
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/geopolitics-climate-and-security-indo-pacific
https://www.aspi.org.au/report/geopolitics-climate-and-security-indo-pacific
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topics to talk about, surpassing sex and drugs and religion, on a par with topics such as death 

and depression.” But her book is a remarkably uplifting discussion of ways that we can learn 

to manage our discussions of climate change with friends, family and colleagues. Chapters 

deal with climate change and our feelings of guilt, emotion, loss, fear, anger, denial, despair 

and finally hope. This book will help you talk with confidence about the future. 

4. The Ministry for the Future, by Kim Stanley Robinson, Orbit Books 2020. I must admit that 

this novel helped push me into climate activism. It is a huge story, and in some ways a 

visionary look into the future, deeply researched and frighteningly real. I’ve read all 563 pages 

twice. And I still find it amazing. Like all novels, it has a sort of happy ending: if it didn’t we 

wouldn’t read it. Right? 

5. No Enemies, No Friends: Restoring Australia’s Global Relevance, by Allan Behm, Upswell 

Publishing 2022 (https://upswellpublishing.com/product/no-enemies-no-friends). Allan is one 

of our members, a former diplomat and Chief of Staff to former Minister for Climate Change 

and Industry Greg Combet (2009 to 2013) and senior advisor to the Shadow Minister for 

Foreign Affairs, Senator Penny Wong (2017–19). He is currently head of the International and 

Security Program at the Australia Institute. In this book Allan asks how Australia should re-

calibrate its national security settings to deal with global disruption and primarily deals with 

China and the US, but he also has also sections on climate change, our region, and the Pacific. 

It is a good read and recommended. Here is a podcast where Allan discusses his book: 

https://australiainstitute.org.au/post/no-enemies-no-friends-with-allan-behm-webinar/.  

Wanted: a Volunteer Webmaster 

Our website has been up and running for a few months now, thanks to the early work of Sue 

Oliver. Now, keeping it up to date and looking professional is proving time-consuming, so I 

am looking for a volunteer webmaster to take over. It requires someone who can keep abreast 

of the work of Diplomats for Climate Action Now, its members activities and interests, and 

make sure that this information is presented professionally on our website.  

Naturally this would suit someone who already has some experience managing a website. It 

would involve around six hours unpaid work per week, for a period initially of around six 

months. 

Anyone interested please contact me via dip4can@gmail.com.  

Your Steering Committee 

Alan March alanmarch77@gmail.com  

Anne Giles anne@holburn.net  

Bruce Haigh haigh.bruce@bigpond.com  

Denis Blight denis.blight@gmail.com  

Janaline Oh janaline.oh@gmail.com  

Maria Poulos-Conklin Maria.PoulosConklin@acf.org.au  

Richard Mathews dip4can@gmail.com  

Susan Oliver whynotswim@bigpond.com  

Zena Armstrong zenajarmstrong@gmail.com  
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