Legislative Updates

This week, the General Assembly reconvened for several committee meetings, and
the House and Senate passed the following legislation:

Senate Bill 13: Political Terrorism Prevention Act. (Bipartisan Support

105-6)

Senate Bill 13 would do the following:

Define "politically motivated act of violence" under the Criminal Procedure
Act.

Create an aggravating factor for felony offenses involving politically motivated
acts of violence.

Create a new felony sentencing enhancement for politically motivated acts of
violence.

Create a new aggravating circumstance in capital prosecutions when the
capital felony is committed because of a victim's political beliefs or activities,
and the criminal act was committed to silence political expression.

Require that a notice of intent to seek the death penalty include the
aggravating circumstance of political motivation, if applicable.

Allow the Attorney General to assign a special prosecutor in cases involving a
politically motivated act of violence.

Senate Bill 403: Additional Medicaid Funds and Retirements. (Unanimous Support

111-0)

Adjust Medicaid funding to account for projected health care changes;
Reduce funding for vacant positions across state agencies; and

Reduce appropriations to future building reserves and the State Capital and
Infrastructure Fund.



House Bill 307: Iryna's Law. (Partisan 81-31)

e Modify laws related to pretrial release conditions, sentencing (including
adding an aggravating factor), and death penalty proceedings;

o Reformjudicial procedures, including the suspension of magistrates and
procedures for involuntary commitment of defendants found incapable of
proceeding;

e Extend and clarify probation and post-release supervision for youth
adjudicated of certain violent offenses, including victim notification rights;

o Appropriate funds for additional assistant district attorneys and legal
assistants in Judicial District 26;

e Require certain involuntary commitment respondents to remain in custody
pending hearing;

e Directthe Collaboratory to study the intersection of mental health and the
justice system; and

Prohibit the formation of certain task forces.

House Bill 358: Continuing Operations Part Il. (Bipartisan Support 105-4)

e Anactto provide additional disaster relief, to implement additional budgetary
adjustments, and to make other changes.

House Bill 926: Regulatory Reform Act of 2025. (Partisan Support 72-37)

e Anactto provide further regulatory relief to the citizens of North Carolina and
would amend State laws related to State and local government, occupational
licenses, commerce, environment, and various other regulations.

Committee Appointments

Speaker Hall has re-appointed me to serve on the following committees:
e North Carolina Sentencing and Policy Advisory Commission
e Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Information Technology

e Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on the North Carolina Lottery



e Joint Legislative Oversight Committee on Justice and Public Safety

Representative Pyrtle Honored

to Receive the CORCA Award

This week, Representative Pyrtle was presented with the 2025 Carolinas Organized
Retail Crime Alliance Legislative Champion award in Raleigh.

The North Carolina Retail Merchants Association (NCRMA) established the Carolinas
Organized Retail Crime Alliance (CORCA) in 2015 through our 501(c)(3) Foundation,
Retail Consumer Alliance. CORCA was formed in response to the growing prevalence
and sophistication of organized retail crime across North and South Carolina. Our
mission is to strengthen communication between law enforcement and retailers, and
to provide a secure platform for sharing intelligence across agencies.

Scholarships for Seniors Applying to Colleges this Fall

Golden Leaf Scholarship: website link here. Up to $3,500 per school year is available
to students who demonstrate financial need and want to attend a North Carolina
public or private university or college.

NC Teaching Fellows Scholarship: website link here. $10,000 per year at one of 10
partner institutions (Appalachian State University, East Carolina, Elon University,
Fayetteville State, Meredith College, NC A&T, NC State, UNC Chapel Hill, UNC
Charlotte, UNC Pembroke) for students interested in teaching STEM subjects at the
middle and high school level or special education at any level.


https://fgjvwldbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r54dqyiCEW0F_bF9SElQ7pSDSZeHVRaKFJdKK5WIJhnIXVFgG06MgVLRQ9w2lpCTmq8WAASrTQ6p4ytYOmh70hP3f2VVrltNJJAte1wqQY79IuZwt7b-K4oIpgxrXEB7cE6ADAJ8OOjFY4h4SqKE2gdxq5HT_7gA&c=r4y22rtMmH4i6hXuTSAlLoDGqBbxUdwnPLiw_83515Y9bgoUV3aFZw==&ch=3WPr0M4vMT8Pr-HyE6g1cbYWcH_Bnp3Dul_cTPmziMnL6D_QyP8VPQ==
https://fgjvwldbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r54dqyiCEW0F_bF9SElQ7pSDSZeHVRaKFJdKK5WIJhnIXVFgG06MgaWhjLa_xUAKyO4HhjGLuRTNusewFhWoOzW-Y-rmfTo3NwSLiiDfUyUO6slvdyQ0tOqVefgNvilbf0CFg17oP8GtewHyyX3yBb5fBwBPrr7TvQ5o0jxIYtGtJcFLOhkhlJTOS_pVdFTM&c=r4y22rtMmH4i6hXuTSAlLoDGqBbxUdwnPLiw_83515Y9bgoUV3aFZw==&ch=3WPr0M4vMT8Pr-HyE6g1cbYWcH_Bnp3Dul_cTPmziMnL6D_QyP8VPQ==

State Employees Credit Union "People Helping People" Scholarship: website

link here. One student from each school district in NC will receive $10,000 in a one-
time scholarship. The student must be a member of SECU or a member through a
parent. Speak with your school's guidance counselor to apply.

Next NC Scholarship: website link here. Students from households making less than
$80,000 annually will have tuition fully covered at any NC Community College
(minimum $3,000) or tuition at least half covered at any public university in NC
(minimum $5,000).

J.T. Minnie Maude Scholarship: website link here. Open to students in multiple
counties including Rockingham with scholarship amounts ranging from $500 to
$7,500. Applications due March 1.

Aubrey Lee Brooks Scholarship: website link here. Open to students in multiple
counties including Rockingham who have a FAFSA Student Aid Index not exceeding
$12,000. Must be seeking a degree at NC State University, UNC Chapel Hill, or UNC
Greensboro. Up to $12,000. Applications due March 1.

NC College Connect: website link here. NC College Connect is a program that offers
North Carolina public high school students with a weighted GPA of 2.8 and above
who meet NC College Connect requirements direct admission to select colleges and
universities participating in the NC College Connect program.

e and compelling headline

N.C. Youth Legislative Assembly

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS The N.C. Youth Legislative Assembly (YLA)
.C. YOUTH LEGISLATIVE offers high school students the opportunity to
ASSEMBLY (YLA) simulate legislative duties such as creating,

B s debating, and voting on mock bills—while
VOTE ON MOCK LEGISLATIVE BILLS WHILE
DEVELOPING SKILLS IN RESEARCH, INTERVIEWING,

B P T i s mems T developing skills in research, policy writing,

Q) CONFERENCE WILL BE HELD MARCH 13-15, 2026.

and interviewing. Applications are due
January 5th



https://fgjvwldbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r54dqyiCEW0F_bF9SElQ7pSDSZeHVRaKFJdKK5WIJhnIXVFgG06MgVLRQ9w2lpCTbFjzkBZoYSYOiE-hVrtSJk4HZ9K_C5X4-GD4vjvQvTDWO5ukIW8gFPFpwsnb7DO6OjcusRwCWhrfuoNqChlpARA9VQ2-A-598FvgOsPLSnN8YBKJLS7Zv68Na5PtJH-f1EfOSehNNkM=&c=r4y22rtMmH4i6hXuTSAlLoDGqBbxUdwnPLiw_83515Y9bgoUV3aFZw==&ch=3WPr0M4vMT8Pr-HyE6g1cbYWcH_Bnp3Dul_cTPmziMnL6D_QyP8VPQ==
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Rockingham County in the News

Shiloh Airport Ribbon Cutting

Town of Madison Donates Fire Truck

to Rockingham Community College

MADISON

FIRE DEPARTMENT

On August 14th, Madison voted to donate a pumper fire engine to Rockingham
Community College's Fire Academy, along with extra equipment, including 10 sets of
turnout gear. After purchasing a new fire engine, the town sought to donate or sell the
old one at a low cost to the college. The engine will be used to train both current and
future firefighters, offering opportunities for mock calls and trial scenarios that


https://fgjvwldbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r54dqyiCEW0F_bF9SElQ7pSDSZeHVRaKFJdKK5WIJhnIXVFgG06MgYWhRUXULRJ_7I0dhC2RBZIjFejvPJQSVDWdukY_sEozK5f88oRl9-3J6SpZgakERT_Bdgs9fOu1fMg7YEpakij2hB2ZPKcSPw==&c=r4y22rtMmH4i6hXuTSAlLoDGqBbxUdwnPLiw_83515Y9bgoUV3aFZw==&ch=3WPr0M4vMT8Pr-HyE6g1cbYWcH_Bnp3Dul_cTPmziMnL6D_QyP8VPQ==

simulate real-life decision-making in the field. RCC expressed gratitude for the
donation and excitement about how it will benefit not only the fire academy but also
the surrounding county as a whole.

K9 Donated to Madison Police Department

Thank you to Ms. Birgit Hall, owner of
European Belgian Malinois Kennel, for the
generous donation of K9 Aspen to the Madison
Police Department. Trained in-house by
Sergeant Gann and Lieutenant Patterson, K9
Aspen is ready to serve and protect alongside
her handler, Sergeant Gann. K9 Aspen will be
an integral asset to both the community and
department.

Museum and Archives Receives Grant

The Museum and Archives of Rockingham
County (MARC) has been awarded a $27,000
grant from North Carolina’s America 250 NC
initiative to support the nationwide
celebration of the United States’ 250th
anniversary in 2026. With this support, the
MARC will host a year-long exhibit and free
community events focused on the American
Revolution, highlighting Rockingham
County’s contributions to the nation’s

founding.

Physicians New to Rockingham County



Dr. Lorenzo J. Spencer (MD,
MS) recently completed a
one-year fellowship at the
University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. He
specializes in Family
Medicine, Primary Care,
and Sports Medicine, and
is pleased to begin
practicing in Rockingham
County.

Top News Clips

Dr. Siyuan Peter Sheng
(MD, MPH) completed a
cardiology fellowship at
Stony Brook University
Hospital in New York. He is
new to Rockingham
County and specializes in
Cardiology. He is
passionate and ready to
educate patients about
their risks for heart
disease.

Dr. J. Bailey Sanford (MD,
MDiv, MEd) is new to
Rockingham County. He

completed medical school
at the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill and
aresidency in Family
Medicine at Cone Health.
He specializes in Family
Medicine, and Primary
Care.

Rockingham Update: NC Health Launches First-in-Nation Rural OBGYN Fellowship

at UNC Health Rockingham.

The Carolina Journal: Criminal justice bill ‘Iryna’s Law’ heads to the governor

News & Observer: A unique NC unit helps schools catch warning signs before

violence.

WUNC: New NC law makes students turn off phones, but school boards must decide

how to enforce it.

The Carolina Journal: NC House passes Political Terrorism Prevention Act.

The Carolina Journal: NCDOT to receive $1.15B in federal Helene relief
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Let’s Build HEALTHIER Communities.

Rockmgham
County'

’ /eterans

Services

*4

Click Below for Information on Recognize, Respond, Refer
Veteran Services in Rockingham
County

Click below for a Toolkit on
Suicide Prevention

Hurricane Season

June 1st - November 30th

Click below for your Safety Checklist

Events in Rockingham County
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STATE EMPLOYEES’ CREDIT UNION

SHRED
DAY!

Saturday, October 4
from 9:00am to 12:00pm

Rockingham Community College
Whitcomb Student Center
484 County Home Rd

Reidsville,NC 27320 %
FREE! oo b

Locally made jewelry, bath products,
ats and supplies, crafts, handmade goods,
local honey, food items, and much more!!

2 ADMISSION OR CANNED FOOD DONATION
KIDS UNDER 12 & VETERANS/ACTIVE MILITARY -
FREE ADMISSION

PROCEEDS BENEFITTING ROCKINGHAM COUNTY
'VETERANS COALITION FOOD BANK

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH (DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
MEDIA MINISTRY PRESENTS

‘l‘?&mﬂm @

MOVIE

LOCATION;:

206 He
OLDBERY ST. REIDSWLLE NC 27320

OCTOBER ,»,.;,;,_

Bring your Lawn Chairs and a Blanket
FREE HOT CHOCOLATE & POPCORN

Meet the Office Staff!

Town of Mayodan
see

NEW

PAYMENT
PORTAL

o Auto Pay, E-billing, & Text-N-Pay
0 estorical il & Payment Histr)

0 Account updates! multilingual
One-view access for multple
properties

. S

Contact Us
(336)-427-0241

CALL FOR ARTISTSb

te your creative magic fo make artuork of any toye
axd sbape frow fourd objects. Upeycle axd re
brokex thards of clay, gloss, xwts and bolts, wire,

board, atrav, wood, ofd jewel: 2,
Fhat cad b ropbpoesi to 4L Yort Tmag At AR (
TAKE IN - TUESDAY, SEPTENBER 30 - 2PN-7PN

AWARDS - THURSDAY, OCTOBER 2 - 6PM
FAFA HOUSE - 301 CHEROKEE CAMP ROAD, WENTWORTH
START MAKING
YOUR ART NOW!

1-3 pieces
§710 entry Fee

Use the OR coie below to
rayister o0 email is at
fineartsfestirals7as@ymait.com

Downtown Stoneville, NC
Saturday, September 27, 2025
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

LIVE MUS1C / CRAFTS
' FOOD TRUCKS / |

|

CONTESTS /
CASH & DOOR PRIZES |
‘ Sponsored by: Rotal’y

Rotary Club of Stoneville
District 7690

BUNDLE UP DRIVE @

Too many individuals in our community s facing harsh

weather without proper clothing.
Rockingham County Help for the Homel
warmth, comfort, and dignity to those in n-.d

Collection Dates
September 8- 30, 2025

WHAT WE'RE
ACCEPTING:

+ Warm socks

+ Hats, gloves, and scarves

+ Gently used blankets &
cold weather gear

Please make sure all items are

[ |
‘clean and in good condition. %
ingood o 3

DROP OFF LOCATIONS:
Meichaa High

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

Mayodan, NG 27027336,

wice
T e gy svee, WBCC
eon N g, 27025 o

FREEDOM PARK

ARUz=1 & JEER MEET

121 N EDGEWOOD ROAD, EDEN N.C.

May 31 Carolina Kool
June 28 Bullet Band
July 26 Straight Shot

August 30 Legendz Band
September 27 Andy Burnette Trio

BANDS PLAY 6 TO 8:30 P.M.

I 2025 CRUZ-IN & JEEP MEET
FROM 5:30 TO 8:30
BRING YOURLAWNCHAIR @ CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE

for more information: 336-627-4711 or chuffman@edennc.us

Friday, September 26 at 7:30
Saturday, September 27 at 2:30 & 7:30
Sunday, September 28 at 2:30
Rockingham County Community College

BDE



Theresa Lopez James Scott
Colby Gunter

theresa.lopez@ncleg.gov  james.scott@ncleg.gov

colby.gunter@ncleg.gov

Theresa is Representative  James is Representative
Pyrtle's Legislative Pyrtle's Research
Assistant! She schedules  Assistant! He helps

Colby is Representative
Pyrtle's intern for the fall!
He is a junior at the

meetings and events for research new bill ideas and Universitv of North
Representative Pyrtle and  other legislative topics. He niversity of Nort
. . . Carolina at Chapel Hill,
is happy to answer the is also able to assist

. . . and will be formulating the
questions of any constituents with any

newsletter, and doing other
office-related tasks.

constituents in the district. issues they may have.

Do you have unclaimed cash with the
—-\ State Treasurer's Office?

$ CLICK HERE


mailto:theresa.lopez@ncleg.gov
mailto:james.scott@ncleg.gov
mailto:colby.gunter@ncleg.gov
https://fgjvwldbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001r54dqyiCEW0F_bF9SElQ7pSDSZeHVRaKFJdKK5WIJhnIXVFgG06MgfSo07hW5dnj4FQIe8Q7buJV6dvR4VYk1HF7jljiTy6SYnBr5QN_C6TPld1OtgU1qNKCkaWMaoVL8cI2Xd_gIIoM5THJL1GYI61ML6R-akxzJBDseEO4woGKsXoXLp4nqwFcMKQG4E3N&c=r4y22rtMmH4i6hXuTSAlLoDGqBbxUdwnPLiw_83515Y9bgoUV3aFZw==&ch=3WPr0M4vMT8Pr-HyE6g1cbYWcH_Bnp3Dul_cTPmziMnL6D_QyP8VPQ==

