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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

appreciative of all that he did for us and wish him 

well. 

We welcome two new board members, Ahmed Patel 

and Andrew Park. Andrew has taken on management 

of the membership and some of the database. Ah-

med is an active community organizer and has taken 

on some communication functions. Please welcome 

them both. Thank you both for stepping up at this 

time. 

The City is moving forward with the planning for a 

new Recreation Centre. Please see the city project 

site link here City Planning Consultations – City of Toronto . 

There is a lot of material there, including the presen-

tation that was shared with the community.  One dis-

appointment is that our new Recreation Centre is 

now delayed even further and is not likely to be oper-

ational until the year 2030 or beyond. There are 

budgetary, design and timing issues. For example, the 

community and DMRI feel that there are too few 

parking spaces for a twin pad arena, swimming pool, 

community space and gym. Children will be required 

to tote a 20 or 30-lb. equipment bag a fair distance in 

the dead of winter, and possibly by bus. More on this 

in a future newsletter. 

Both the apartment complex at Wingreen Court, on 

Don Mills Road, at the northeast corner of Don Mills 

and Lawrence and 2, 4, and 6 The Donway East have 

been sold to developers in the past few years. Ten-

ants, most of whom have lived in their homes for a 

long time, are faced with various renovations. This 

puts pressure on other buildings in the area as the 

families look for new places to live.  
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DMRI NEWS 
Don Mills Residents Inc. 

The Don Mills Residents Inc. (DMRI) has been de-

layed in starting our regular communications with 

you, all due to timing and the sheer volume of 

items we are dealing with in the Don Mills area. I 

hope that with the addition of new board  

members, we will be able to communicate more 

regularly with you going forward! 

As you’ll see in the following articles, we now 

have much-improved relations with the local 

councillor, Councillor Jon Burnside and all mem-

bers of his office. This has made working with the 

City and City staff much more worthwhile.  

Councillor Burnside and the DMRI often agree on 

issues and can find ways to work toward solu-

tions.  

Changes on the DMRI Board are common and ex-

pected. However, this year, we’ve had two depar-

tures that are notable. First and foremost, Brian 

Story, our long-time VP of Developments, has 

moved out of the area and has other personal 

changes that necessitate his leaving. He is and 

was extremely competent and knowledgeable 

about Don Mills and all of its developments. His 

leadership was vital to many of our projects and 

dealing with the City and developers. He will be 

missed. All of us at DMRI wish him the best. 

The second departure was Greg Czylyski.  Greg 

managed our website, email management and 

member database. His departure has left a gap 

that is hard to fill with just one person. We are so  

Please note all newsletters 

are now via email  

or on our website. 

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-consultations/
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… Presidents Report con’t 

Don Mills Collegiate has recently received an interesting proposal from Julian Compton and other volunteers 

to improve the track, courts, parking and equipment at the school grounds. This is much needed as the 

school serves a wide community. Much of the track and associated equipment are in disrepair. Julian is work-

ing with the TDSB to develop a plan to upgrade them, as accidents are becoming far too frequent. Don Mills 

Collegiate and its surrounding grounds are a key part of our community. 

The DMRI is a volunteer and donor-based neighbourhood organization. As mentioned above, change is inevi-

table. If you feel you can give time or money, please reach out to us. If you have skills or experience you’d 

like to use and contribute in any way, call us directly. Together, we are stronger as we work toward a healthy 

community. 

Thank you. 

John Cockerill 

President, DMRI 

 
Options for Homes 
By Dorothy Pestell 

The Donway Covenant United Church on The Donway West partnered with Options for Homes a while back 
intending to provide reasonably priced homes for families in Don Mills, as well as a new modern space for 
the church. 

A second rezoning submission has recently been received by the City of Toronto, which indicates an increase 
in the number of units to be built at 230 The Donway West, as compared to the first submission, the change 
being the extension of the 5th and 6th floors from partial to complete levels, with the corresponding increase 
to the unit count. The building height remains the same at 6 stories. 

The new proposal comprises 308 residential units, 218 residential parking spaces, and 232 bicycle spaces. The 
Donway Covenant United Church will occupy approximately 8,000 square feet, with 40 parking spaces for 
visitors to the church. 

Please visit www.230donwaywest.ca for a more comprehensive breakdown. 

The DMRI (Don Mills Residents Inc.) has worked with Options for Homes to arrive at this latest proposal and 
is confident this project will help ease the significant dearth of affordable homes in the City of Toronto and is 
grateful to Options for Homes for their welcome initiative. 
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The proposed development at 175 Wynford Drive (Don Valley Hotel) has been approved by the Ontario 
Land Tribunal (OLT) with conditions that need to be met by the developer and the city before the end of the 
year. No word yet. We understand that the owner has put the approved development up for sale and that 
the transaction could be announced soon. 

The OLT has also approved the proposed development at 1 and 3 Concorde Gate and 10-12 Concorde Place, 
with conditions to be met early in 2024. 

Although these plans have been approved conditionally, they may not be started for a while as high-interest 
rates have deterred developers from proceeding with approved developments elsewhere in the city. 

The proposed development at 123 Wynford Drive (Noor Centre, former Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre) 
is before the OLT, with hearings set for May 2024. Meanwhile, the developer has hired a private mediator to 
attempt to reach an agreement among the parties. The first session is scheduled for December 13. The par-
ties are the city, developer, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, the families of the original 
builders of the Centre, and the Don Mills Residents Inc. (DMRI). Al McKellar will represent the DMRI. The 
DMRI is concerned about the changes to the original Centre as well as about the consideration of the pro-
posal before the Focused Area Study conducted by the city, before consideration of issues similar to those 
for the other sites in our area, and before consideration is given to the services that the community will 
need for potential residents to live, work and play in the community.  

The DMRI thanks all those residents of the Wynford Concorde community who became members and made 
donations to assist in the defense of the community at the OLT hearings. 

 

Wynford Concorde Proposed Developments 
By, Allan McKellar  

 
Wynford– Concorde Focused Area  
 

City of Toronto’s Planning Division is undertaking a study of the Wynford-Concorde area with a view to what 

residential and employment populations have and need. This has been promised for quite some time. It is 

good to see it happening. We encourage everyone to attend. 

The study Open House Session is on Tuesday, December 5th, 2023, from 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm, with  

Info Sessions at 5:30 and 7:30 pm. This happens at the Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre, 6 Sakura Way, To-

ronto, ON.  

For the full flyer and details, see: City Planning Consultations – City of Toronto It is listed on the 2nd page 
or email Mary Campbell, Senior Policy Advisor, Planning at Councillor Jon Burnside’s Office, 
Mary.Campbell3@toronto.ca  

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/get-involved/public-consultations/city-planning-consultations/
mailto:Mary.Campbell3@toronto.ca
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Councillor Jon Burnside was elected in 2022 and has 
made a notable difference with the DMRI and our 
relationship with the city and his office. He has shown 
a willingness to talk and consider the points we raise. 
While the DMRI and he do not always agree on spe-
cifics, there is an openness and frankness that is re-
freshing.  

In the election, Jon Burnside promised to open a local 
office. Jon opened his community office at 895 Law-
rence Ave. East. Office hours change monthly, so 
please check the website at ward16.ca or contact his 
office to schedule an appointment  
councillor_burnside@toronto.ca or 416-397-9256. 

Jon also committed to holding in-person Open Hous-
es for development applications before the “virtual” 
City consultation. This extra meeting allows residents 
to speak to the applicant in person. To date, he has 
held 15 Open Houses and continues to engage the 

community with many opportunities regarding devel-
opment applications. 

Jon supported the City planning staff's refusal of the 
Flemingdon Golf Club proposal at 155 St Dennis 
Drive. Apart from his belief that the area already has 
too much density, it raised environmental concerns 
about erosion and flooding. The applicant has ap-
pealed to the Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT).  

Jon also opposed the redevelopment of 123 
Wynford, the former Japanese Canadian Cultural 
Centre. The City and Jon assigned a heritage designa-
tion to the property.  This development has also been 
appealed to the OLT. 

For many development updates also check  
 Jon Burnside | Toronto City Councillor | Don Valley East 

(ward16.ca)  

 

City Council and Councillor Jon Burnside Update 

 

The corner of Don Mills and Lawrence is a busy one, 
and many residents rush past the intersection with-
out taking any notice of the park located on the 
northeast corner. This city park is dedicated to Mack-
lin Hancock (1925-2010), the architect who designed 
Don Mills as a self-contained community, incorpo-
rating the concept of a garden city, surrounded by 
green, connected by footpaths, and including an  
economic centre within easy walking distance.  
 
However, today, the park is uninviting due to the 
large amount of concrete, the lack of adequate 
seating, limited flora, the lack of barriers to high-
speed traffic, and a decaying sign. The heritage 
plaque’s presence is lost to most visitors as it faces 

the wrong direction to be noticed. And the park’s lay-
out, with a wall intersecting grass and concrete, is 
confusing. Most residents would not view this park as 
a place to relax or an asset to the community.  
 
The DMRI is working now, with the aid of residents, 
the City, and the family of Macklin Hancock, to  
regenerate the park to make it more inviting, as well 
as representative of Don Mills and the architect who 
envisioned our community. We hope that a regener-
ated Macklin Hancock Park will make the Don Mills/
Lawrence intersection more pedestrian-friendly, 
which was one of the cornerstone architectural con-
cepts of the Don Mills community’s design. 

Macklin Hancock Park  
By, Vanessa Quinn, VP - Community Facilities & Services 

https://www.ward16.ca
https://www.ward16.ca/
https://www.ward16.ca/
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Many of you with children or who have attended Don 
Mills Collegiate Institute (DMCI) likely know that the 
grounds have become poor over the last decade. Jul-
ian Compton has worked over the past year and in 
collaboration with the Toronto District School Board 
(TDSB) on a project to rejuvenate and revitalize our 
school's track, basketball and tennis courts.  
 
Julian and the Principal of DMCI, Arnold Witt, an-
nounced an agreement with TDSB. This agreement 
entails renovating the track, relocating the courts, 
and constructing two new basketball courts, in addi-
tion to creating an outdoor fitness area to serve all 
age groups. TDSB has generously committed to cov-
ering the costs associated with the track and courts. 
The community’s responsibility is to secure $150,000 
or more to realize the development of the outdoor 
fitness area.  
 
To achieve this, Julian has developed a comprehen-
sive strategy, centring around a major fundraising 
event scheduled for early May 2024. This event 
marks the 65th anniversary of the school and serves 
as a testament to our commitment to creating a vi-
brant and modern athletic space.  
 
In this event, Julian plans to run 65 kilometres around 
the existing track. The festivities will include raffles, 

auctions, live music, and delectable food from our 
community. Over the next few months, Julian and 
other dedicated volunteers will refine the details to 
ensure a memorable and successful occasion.  
 
Julian is reaching out to each of you, our valued com-
munity members, to explore the possibility of your 
involvement in this cause. If you have connections 
with potential donors or sponsors, your support in 
facilitating those connections would be immensely 
appreciated. As a passionate advocate for running 
and someone deeply committed to giving back, this 
project holds profound personal significance for Jul-
ian. Reflecting on the shared history of our families 
running on that track, he envisions a legacy where his 
daughter, and others to come, can enjoy an improved 
and enhanced facility, knowing that together, we play 
a pivotal role in its transformation.  
 
Your support and any assistance you can provide in 
connecting him with potential contributors will help 
to create the lasting impact we aim to make on our 
school's athletic facilities. Together, let's turn this vi-
sion into a reality and create a space that fosters 
community, health, and excellence.  
 
You can reach Julian Compton at 416-554 -7724 or at 
JCompton@team-compton.com  

 

Don Mills Collegiate Institute Upgrades to  
Track, Courts and Parking   
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Get Involved 

We are a local volunteer organization. Your donations are important to fund the work and challenging 
overbuilding by developers and the city. Every dollar is important. If you can afford to donate, then please 
use the form on the back page or via the website. 

Equally important are donations of skills, expertise, effort, and time Here are a few of the areas in which 
you might help: 

• Communication 
• Development Appeals 
• Fundraising 

• Newsletter 
• Research 
• Website and Social Media 

If you would like to be involved, please get in touch with us directly at volunteer@dmri.ca 

A final word to every resident, supporter, member and donor, from all of us. All the very best for the holiday 
season. May your time be filled with friends, family, neighbours and wonder. Take care of each other. Be 
kind and remember how lucky each and everyone of us is to live and work in Don Mills and Canada. To all of 
you, thank you for your support over the years and we wish you all health and happiness for the New Year.  

The DMRI Board and Volunteers 

A Final Word 
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Joining the DMRI  
November and December, 2023 

JOIN THE DMRI 

Member support enables the DMRI to achieve our objectives 
and to maintain Don Mills as one of the best places to live in the 
City of Toronto. Members are encouraged to participate in the 
Annual General Meeting. The membership runs from the date 
of joining for one year. Automatic renewal notices are sent just 
before the anniversary of joining. 
  
Membership fees are $25.00 per household per year. Please 
also consider adding a donation when you join or renew your 
membership with the DMRI. Your support helps to pay for the 
legal and other costs associated with representing Don Mills and 
all its residents at the municipal and provincial level. 
  
Thank you for your support. 
WWW.dmri.ca 

 

 

There are two ways to join Don Mills Residents Inc. 
Payment via Canada Post 

Return the membership form along with a cheque to:  
DMRI P.O. Box 47528, Don Mills ON M3C 3S7 

Online Payment 
www.dmri.ca/become_a_dmri_member 
Complete the form on the membership page.  
Select and pay by credit card. If you’d like to make a  
donation, please do so at the same time. 
  
You can also scan this QR code with your 

cell phone and the web page will load 
automatically for you. 

 
Note that the DMRI is not a registered charity,  
therefore, tax receipts are not provided. 

  
If you have any questions, please contact  
membership@dmri.ca 

DMRI Application/Renewal 

☐ Mr.  ☐ Mrs. ☐ Ms ☐ Dr.  First Name _______________________ Last Name __________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________ Postal Code _________________________ 

Phone # _(_____)______________________ Email Address ____________________________________________ 

☐ Annual Memberhip $25.00  ☐ Donation $___________ Total Amount $ __________ Date: ________________ 

Please Note: The DMRI is not a registered charity. Tax receipts are not provided. 

Comments:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________________  

The Newsletter is sent by Email to save costs. 

Consider printing this newletter and handing it to your neighbour who don’t know about the work the DMRI does. 

www.dmri.ca 

Return this form with payment to: 

DMRI P.O. Box 47528, Don Mills ON M3C 3S7 

Or pay electronically via the DMRI website 

http://WWW.dmri.ca
mailto:membership@dmri.ca

