
 

 

 

 
The text below can be adapted as needed for requesting greater action on climate change from the Executive of a 

particular health service. Locally relevant information should be inserted where indicated and as wide a group of staff 

and students as possible should be invited to sign the letter via a shared document link, such as Google Docs or 

Microsoft Forms. 

 

<<Hospital Name>> staff and student letter of 

support to the Executive on climate action  
 
Climate change has been declared the single biggest health threat facing humanity by the World Health 
Organization.1 Many of Australia’s leading medical colleges and nursing organisations have declared climate change a 
health emergency and called for the healthcare sector to act by achieving net zero emissions by 2040 or earlier, in 
line with targets set by the UK’s National Health Service (NHS).2–4 
 
Negative impacts of climate change on health are already occurring in Australia and globally with increasingly 
frequent and severe droughts, heatwaves, bushfires, floods, storms and tropical diseases. <<Insert local health service 
data, or reference to local extreme weather events, eg: Local Austin data has shown that on extreme heat days, which 
have increased by 10% in Melbourne over the last 20 years, rates of Austin Hospital Emergency Department 
presentations for those over 65 years rise by 10-15%.>>  
 
The healthcare sector is a significant contributor to climate change, responsible for approx 5-7% of Australia’s total 
carbon emissions, with public hospitals contributing to the largest proportion of health-related emissions.5 The 
community looks towards us in the healthcare sector to role-model a commitment to climate sustainability, net-zero 
emissions and continued climate-conscious leadership.  
 
<<Add health service background here, eg: Austin Health is a prominent health institution with a long reputation for 
progressive, innovative leadership in health care. Austin Health was the lead site for state-wide scaling collaboration 
for Choosing Wisely funded by Safer Care Victoria, supporting health professionals delivering safe, effective and 
efficient care for patients – part of the solution in addressing health care’s environmental footprint.>> 
 
As <<Health Service Name>> staff and students we ask for <<Health Service Name>> to be a leader in the transition 
of Australia’s healthcare sector to an environmentally sustainable one. Health care has a duty to be part of the 
solution in ensuring a safe and healthy future.  
 
We support:  

 
●​ the establishment of a <<Health Service Name>> sustainability committee with Executive sponsorship. This 

committee should include senior clinical staff, junior clinical staff, student and Indigenous representatives6 
●​ a net zero emission target for <<Health Service Name>> (by 2040 or earlier)4,7, and the development of a 

comprehensive emission reduction plan8 
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https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?rX92xu
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?NfzPFj
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?r8OGg3
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?qAOGBD
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?ecvPJv
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?SoFCxJ


●​ update clinical teaching and learning curricula to include planetary health and sustainable healthcare 
content9 

●​ all new buildings to be all-electric (net zero emissions) and planning to retrofit current buildings to remove 
fossil-fuel energy needs10 

●​ no piped nitrous oxide infrastructure in new buildings and decommissioning of piped nitrous oxide 
infrastructure in existing facilities, to areas other than birthing suites11 

●​ a sustainable transport strategy promoting electric vehicles (including availability charging infrastructure), 
active transport (cycling facilities) and public transport access  

●​ development and integration of a sustainable practice education protocol for <<Health Service Name>> 
staff and students to improve practices, including low-carbon clinical care and waste segregation 

●​ food catering that prioritises locally sourced, plant-based, low-carbon food options 
●​ an organisation-wide strategy for the reduction of plastic consumables and non-clinical waste 
●​ removal of <<Health Service Name>> investments from fossil fuel holdings.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

<<Hospital Name>> staff and students  

 

Please add your name via the link here <<Insert relevant shared document link>> 
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