
I would like to preface my presentation regarding  15.5 by stating that I think Stillbrook would 

make a fine addition to Amherstburg and is definitely needed. However, I am in strong 

opposition that it be at the cost of parkland. 

 

I recall (perhaps mistakenly) the residents of Amherstburg have been told that they would have 

the opportunity to have input as to how the remaining 12 acres of Centennial park would be 

developed. 15.5 not only declares the acreage surplus, it also sells the property to a developer 

with absolutely no input from the citizens to whom you represent. 

 

Please remember: 

 

1.  In 2018 Centennial was  the 3rd busiest park out of 26 parks in the Town of Amherstburg 

before it was stripped of the athletic amenities.  

 

2. This park is within a central, safe walking distance of thousands of residents 

 including children, who depend on this park for outdoor recreational facilities. 

 

3. This park is within walking distance of 3 schools and abuts the property of our  

     new high school.  I believe that  development of this property could in fact undermine  

     the success of our new public high school. 

 

4. I believe it is unsafe and unreasonable to expect our children, grandchildren and 

students to walk along one of our busiest roads, the Pike Road to use parkland at the 

Libro Center. 

 

5. This Park was developed and paid for by the taxpayers of Amherstburg, the staff, 

students and parents of General Amherst High School, the Lions Club, the Kinsmen 

Club, the Rotary Clubs, etc.  

 

6. H. Murray Smith Centennial Park is an important component of our community 

recognizing the outstanding contributions of Mayor H. Murray Smith. 

  

For these reasons, I am requesting you, the elected leaders of our community have the 

same courage and foresight of your predecessors and pass the following motion tonight: 

 

A motion for Amherstburg Town Council to direct administration tonight to cease any 

negotiations or plans to sell the remaining 12 acres of our H. Murray Smith Centennial 

Park and Council pass this motion to assure our residents, that you will not sell any 

portion of this park. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sharon Colman 

February 11, 2022 
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From: Diane Pouget  
Sent: February 11, 2022 2:43 PM 
To: Tammy Fowkes  
Subject: RE: Delegation Request Form 
 

 

Good evening Mr. Mayor and members of Amherstburg Town Council, 
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address you this evening regarding 
#12.1, 12.2 and 15.5 on your February 14th Regular Council agenda. 
 
In 12.1 administration recommends that Council designate $100,000 to the H. 
Murray Smith Centennial Park.  This is a far cry from the services that were 
removed from one of the busiest parks in the Town of Amherstburg.  Our Council 
put approximately 2.5 million dollars from the sale of the 15 acres of Centennial 
Park into a park reserve in order to replace the tennis courts, volleyball courts, 
playground equipment, track and field facilities, etc. that were lost as a direct 
result of the sale to the school board in order to save our two community high 
schools.  Where is that money? 
 
In 12.2 administration recommends the sale of all interior items for the 
Amherstburg Community Building.  This was the former home of the Golden Age 
Club and it was my understanding that there would be public feedback regarding 
the use of this facility.  Please provide the public’s response to sell this property 
and its contents.  Please provide the agreement from the Golden Age Club to 
destroy this property.  May I remind you the Golden Age Club was removed from 
their room at the Libro Center without their knowledge or consent.  Is this how 
you allow administration to treat our seniors? 
 
In 15.5 this recommendation is very deceiving.  Please show me where it states 
the recommendation is to declare the H. Murray Smith Centennial Park as surplus 
and to sell this beloved park to StillBrook.   It doesn’t.  In my opinion, this is not 
open and transparent governance.  This recommendation does not take into 
consideration the ramifications this would have on one of the busiest parks in the 
Town of Amherstburg.  It does not take into consideration, that it would  prohibit 
much needed green space for all our children, who live within walking distance of 
our 3 schools.  It ignores the fact that our new high school would be 
landlocked.  It ignores the fact that sending students to walk to the Libro Center is 
dangerous and irresponsible.  This recommendation does not advise you, that this 
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land was purchased by Amherstburg taxpayers for parkland and was named after 
a highly respectable former Mayor H. Murray Smith.  You have been advised by 
former members of administration that we had too much parkland per 
capita.  This is entirely untrue.  In fact, it was recently reported that Amherstburg 
had an increase in population of 7.2% or 1,588 people.  This does not include the 
large amount of homes designated to be built in the next 2-5 years. 
Please know that I could go on and on about why Not to declare this park surplus, 
but I must supply my speaking notes now. 
In closing, I am not against affordable or geared to income housing but, common 
sense dictates not on our much- needed parkland.  There are many other more 
suitable locations for this project.  Please do not make the same mistake that was 
made with the Queen Charlotte residents when there were constant complaints 
about the Legion.  Do you honestly believe these seniors will not complain about 
noise from football games, dances, banquets, etc.? 
 
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter, 
Diane Pouget 
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