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Acknowledgement of Country

Mackay Conservation Group acknowledges and pays respect to the
Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land and waters on which we
operate and their connection to the natural environment. 



ENVIRONMENT: We acknowledge the intrinsic value and
beauty of the environment and that we have the
responsibility to protect and sustain it for future
generations.

JUSTICE: We seek just outcomes for the natural world,
communities and future generations.

PEOPLE: We believe strongly in the power of people in  our
community to advocate an act for the natural
environment. We acknowledge the Traditional Owners and
Custodians of the land and waters on which we operate
and their connection to the natural environment.

COURAGE: We have the courage and resilience to
advocate for long-term reform for the benefit of the
community and natural environment.

EVIDENCE: We recognise that scientific evidence underpins
good policy and decision making.

LEGACY: We recognise our history and are proud of our
achievements.
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Vision:

Mission:

Values:

A healthy natural environment valued and protected by
our community

Mackay Conservation Group connects people in our local
community to advocate for the protection, restoration and
care for our region's natural environment. 
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1. Undertake strategic campaigns
We advocate for a thriving natural
environment with a focus on the reef,
waterways, biodiversity, and the transition
away from fossil fuels.

2. Educate and raise awareness
We highlight the importance of a thriving
healthy natural environment and inform our
community about the threats to it.

3. Engage and empower the community
We bring together and support the
community to protect, repair and care for
our natural environment.

4. Build organisational capacity
A sustainable and independent broad-
based organisation that reflects our values.

Strategic Priorities

Strategic priorities Implementation

This year we undertook campaigns across three
main areas — Climate, Water and Habitat &
Biodiversity. These campaigns have been
strategically chosen so that we can give a local
voice to these issues. More detail about  these
campaigns can be found on pages 8 - 14.

We used our website, email list and social
media platforms to reach our supporters in
Mackay and more widely. Mackay
Conservation Group also contributed a
fortnightly column to a local newspaper on
issues including Urannah Dam, threatened
species and coal mining. 

As well as holding regular meeting and
events at the Environment Centre, we have
really increased our community outreach in
the past year. We have been holding weekly
stalls at the local markets and frequent
actions in the city heart. You can find out
more on page 4.

Our group held and facilitated a number of
training sessions throughout the year to
help upskill volunteers and locals on
campaign issues and campaigning skills.
Our staff also undertook training that will
help the group's ability to grow our local
networks and organising. 
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Management & Staff 
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Ash Wyles
Administrator

Coordinator
Peter McCallum 

Mackay Conservation Group's volunteer management committee was essential to the
growth and development of the group during 2022-23. The management committee has

oversight of the group's policies, campaign plans and financial well-being.  

Thanks and acknowledgement must also go to Jono Dykyj for his work on the climate and
coal campaign and Michelle McKenzie for maintaining the Environment Centre during

parts of 2022-23. 

Imogen Lindeberg
Climate Campaigner 
Urannah Dam
Campaigner
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Community Involvement
This year, we were able to provide dedicated
training sessions for our volunteers,
empowering them to enhance their skills and
approach their important work with even
greater confidence.

Our relentless efforts, including phone calls,
roadside actions, and branch actions,
continued to apply consistent pressure on
the National Australia Bank. In an incredible
achievement, we successfully prevented
them from renewing a $1 Billion loan to
Whitehaven Coal!

Zulma organised a local
native tree giveaway

Mackay Conservation Group's presence at
the Mackay Riverside markets and the
Paxton night markets has been nothing
short of phenomenal. These platforms
have allowed us to connect with more
people in our region, raising awareness
about local environmental concerns and
building trust within the community.

Getting out into the community has been
an absolute joy, as we've worked tirelessly
to serve as a much-needed voice for
nature in our region.

In alignment with this year's World
Environment Day theme, "Beat Plastic
Pollution," MCG threw an unforgettable
"Plastic-Free Party." We encouraged
participants to bring dishes of food - but
with no plastic packaging! 

We showed the world that we can party
without harming the planet, but also just
how difficult it can be to make sustainable
choices when still living in a society that is
less than ideal in this respect. The evening
was filled with laughter, connection and
inspiration! 

Our special guest for the evening was Freya, an impressive 11-year-old from
Rockhampton who had initiated a petition to ban plastic straws on popper drink
boxes. We take immense pride in supporting young eco-champions in Central
Queensland who are doing their part for the environment and demanding better
decisions from our leaders!
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President's Report

Our accomplishments reflect the hard work and passion of our volunteers, supporters, and
donors. It is this support that enables our staff and management committee to get out into the
community and work to be a strong voice for nature in our region.

Our Coordinator Peter and Admin staffer Ash have both worked hard at keeping our core
business functioning as we saw a few staff changes this year. I’d like to thank Imogen for her
work as the best climate change campaigner in North Queensland. It is certainly not the easiest
job but it is the most important job.

I would also like to thank all members of the management committee, who toil away quietly in
the background and provided much-needed guidance and support over the past twelve
months. As volunteers, nobody cares more about a healthy environment.

We have accomplished much this year with our work in water, climate change and biodiversity
and habitat. A few highlights include:

1. Our Urannah dam campaign was successful as the dam proposal was withdrawn. This was a
real win for nature and the economy.
2. We are very much involved in the proposed Poneer Pumped Hydro project. Currently, we are
collecting information to help guide the community to a proper decision.
3. MCG continues to take action in climate change mitigation. We are pushing at all levels of
government to stop all new coal and gas projects.
4. We have been campaigning to expand national parks, nature refuges and special wildlife
reserves in our region. 
The current government has proven to be both an improvement and a disappointment. We
have more enthusiastic carbon reduction targets but at the same time, we are seeing more
coal and gas projects being approved. Clearly, we have much more work to do.

As most of you would know, the upcoming summer is predicted to be very challenging with an
El Nino bringing hot and dry conditions. We face a high risk of serious heatwaves, bushfires and
coral bleaching as the impacts of climate change increase (as predicted). For some of us,
thinking about the near future can cause despair. But I have always found that despair can
best be conquered by action. Taking an active role in the environment movement is the best
action you can take.

Unfortunately, I must bring you a bit of sad news. Peter McCallum, MCG Coordinator for the past
8 years is moving on. Needless to say, he will be missed. I will let Peter have the last word.

Yours in conservation, Tony Fontes
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Tony Fontes 
It seems that each year is the same; so much to do and so
little time to do it.
It has been a very busy year here at Mackay Conservation
Group. And no doubt, a very busy year for all conservation
groups across Australia.
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Coordinator's Report
Peter McCallum

was ticking and that only urgent action would save us. 

Regardless, the Queensland and Australian governments have continued to approve new coal
mines, making the problem worse. Since we can’t rely on political leaders to save us, we have
to take action to force change. Mackay Conservation Group volunteers worked with other
concerned people around Australia to successfully pressure the National Australia Bank to drop
its support for Whitehaven Coal’s Winchester South in our region. That was one step towards a
safer future but there is much more we must do.

In December 2022 we saw the end of the Urannah Dam project west of Mackay. The plan was to
build a huge dam on the Broken River, flooding wetlands in the lower reaches of both Urannah
and Massey Creeks for a new agriculture area that would further damage the Great Barrier
Reef. It would also supply water to coal mines to wash dirty coal. The campaign to prevent
Urannah Dam began decades ago but ramped up once an official assessment application
was made in 2019. 

Mackay Conservation Group volunteers did a lot of work to protect Urannah. Hundreds of
submissions were written, fundraising paid for an economic analysis of the project and
members visited Urannah to collect ecological information. We also held public meetings
about the impacts on wildlife. 

The former federal government provided $25 million for the dam’s business case. They then
promised hundreds of millions more for construction but we convinced the Albanese
Government to cancel funding for the privately owned Urannah Dam. Soon after the dam was
abandoned. Our campaign won! 

This year will see a renewed focus on nature. Our region which remains far behind the rest of
Queensland when it comes to National Parks. Isaac Regional Council has less than two per cent
protected, compared with 8.3% across Queensland. We must also ensure that the rapid roll out
of renewable energy projects doesn’t threaten natural landscapes that we have fought so long
to protect. 

This is my last report as Coordinator of Mackay Conservation Group. I have been fortunate to
be in this role twice in my life, from 2000-2003 and from 2015-2023. It has been a real pleasure
to be part of a group of determined people who are unafraid to take on big campaigns that
produce great results. Thank you all for giving me this opportunity.

Climate change became more evident during 2022-23. The
year began with tens of thousands of flood evacuations in
Sydney and other parts of NSW.  Six months later Mackay was
affected by flooding that threatened lives. In March, the UN
Secretary General warned us all that the climate time-bomb 
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Climate Campaign 
Imogen Lindenberg

 is a focal point for environmental challenges. We have witnessed catastrophic floods,
bushfires, heatwaves, and droughts, along with an alarming increase in extreme weather
events. These impacts are not limited by borders, but rural, regional, and remote communities
bear a disproportionate burden in the face of a deteriorating climate, compounding existing
challenges and disparities.

Against this backdrop, September 2022 marked the launch of the nationwide Move Beyond
Coal Campaign, which aims to address the climate crisis by shifting Australia away from coal.
Its fundamental message is clear: Keeping coal in the ground is Climate Action!
One of our primary targets has been Whitehaven Coal, Australia's largest coal-only
corporation, which plans to double its coal production through three significant new mining
projects, including Winchester South in our region. Whitehaven's lack of a climate policy and its
persistence in coal mining raise questions about its place in a sustainable, post-coal future. To
address this, we have focused on pressuring their financiers, notably NAB, to publicly reject
refinancing Whitehaven's substantial $1 billion loan - and we WON!

The driving force behind our achievements has been the relentless dedication of people power.
By challenging the status quo, and using our voices here in coal country, our persistent
movement is systematically eroding the foundations of the Australian coal industry.
 
On the practical front of climate action, we have submitted objections against new and
expanding coal mines in our region. These include Vulcan Coal Mine EA & PRCP amendment
application, BHP's Peak Downs Mine, the Gregory Crinum expansion, and the Vulcan South EA.
Alarmingly, these projects threaten the habitats of endangered and vulnerable species,
compounding our concerns in the midst of simultaneous climate and extinction crises.

Further intensifying our concerns, several coal mining projects have been exempted from
requiring environmental impact statements (EIS) under Queensland government regulations.
In response, we have urged the state environment minister and department to close the
loophole that allows coal mines producing less than 2 million tonnes per year to proceed
without mandatory environmental impact assessments.

The Vulcan project stands as a stark example of this concerning loophole. Presented as three
separate projects, each producing less than 2 million tonnes of coal annually, these proposals
were approved. This is despite the fact these projects are located next to each other, share
infrastructure and are presented as one large project on the proponents website. MCG remains
steadfast in addressing this issue, with the ultimate goal of ensuring that all new mine
proposals are subject to mandatory environmental impact assessments.

In closing, I want to extend my sincere gratitude to every volunteer, supporter, and donor who
has contributed to MCG's efforts. Your unwavering support forms the bedrock of our work. It is a
privilege to continue the group's legacy, tirelessly striving to be the voice of nature that our
region urgently requires.
Yours in conservation, Imogen

The past year has been an eventful one for the Mackay
Conservation Group. In a world grappling with the climate crisis,
Australia's role as a major coal exporter, and Central  
Queensland's pivotal position in this industry, our region is a  
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The Urannah Dam project was a significant battleground for environmental protection that we
won in 2022. The project's proponents promised economic development but the project raised
multiple red flags for those advocating for nature conservation.

MCG members were alarmed by the potential harm to local ecosystems, wildlife habitat and
natural landscapes that the dam would cause. The project threatened the Great Barrier Reef
with increased runoff and pollution. We supported the Widi and Birrah people, who expressed
dismay about irreversible cultural loss resulting from the dam's construction. The dam would
also contribute to climate change by providing water to increase in the size of the coal industry.

Urannah Dam Campaign

Economic analysis conducted for Mackay
Conservation Group found the project would
generate only 23 cents for every dollar of (mostly
taxpayers) money it cost.

The campaign to protect Urannah Creek from this
dam was multifaceted. We built alliances with other
organisations. We enlisted experts to provide
credible data on environmental impacts. We
mobilised a grassroots campaign of local
opposition and we fundraised to hire expert staff to
facilitate our work.

Ultimately we were able to convince politicians to
reconsider their support for the dam. Our collective
efforts had a significant impact. Stricter 
requirements from the Coordinator General, increased costs, concerns about financial
feasibility and waning political support led to the project's withdrawal. The Urannah Dam story
underscores the power of organised activism in the face of environmental challenges.
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Pioneer-Burdekin

Pumped Hydro

Peter Rosier
This is a state government project that is part of the roll-out of renewable power under the Qld
State Government. The project is currently at feasibility study stage, a funding decision will be
in 2027. If construction proceeds, it is proposed to be operational by 2032. 

The project is the proposed pumped hydro development at the head of the Pioneer valley, with
reservoirs proposed at Netherdale (Pioneer River catchment) and at Dalrymple Heights, above
Eungella township (Burdekin River catchment).  The project is proposed to be a “big battery” to
store energy from solar and wind generation and to discharge the power into the grid “when
the sun doesn’t shine and the wind doesn’t blow”. The stated aim is for a generation capacity of
5GW, with storage of 120GWh of power.

The total proposed inundation footprint  is 9.4 square kilometres, mainly cleared land. However,
one square kilometre of remnant & regrowth vegetation will also be lost. The  reservoirs would
also flood the upper catchments of a number of creeks. South Cattle Creek will be the most
impacted. No parts of the project encroach the Eungella National Park but tunnels will be
constructed under it. The dams also closely abut the park. Details of the route and impact of
the high voltage powerlines have not been made available, but it is clear that these lines and
their footprint will be large.

At this date, the stated MCG position with respect to the Hydro Project is that the MCG does not
yet have enough information to state a position for or against the project. MCG definitely wants
the best overall environmental and social outcomes. 

MCG has a representative on the stakeholders reference group (SRG) and we are attempting
to learn what we can about the project and will then convey this to MCG members. We will
advocate for environmental improvements where Qld Hydro’s proposals are inadequate.

There are many remaining questions aside from the immediate impacts of flooding the land:
Will this be the best storage option by the time construction is due to commence in 2032?
By then other large batteries with lower environmental and economic costs may exist.
Will the renewable energy payback sufficiently offset the inevitable large carbon-dioxide
emissions that will be emitted during the construction of this project? 
Where are the connecting power lines to run? 
Water quantity impacts, including subsurface water
Biosecurity and cross-contamination between the Pioneer and Burdekin Catchment
Unknown potential for habitat and species impacts on the surrounding forests.

Mackay Conservation Group will seek detailed answers to these questions and more. We want
to understand the full impacts of the project. We'll make sure to push for the best possible
outcomes for nature and the community.
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Fundraising

We are very lucky to be supported by fantastic donors. We are grateful for their support and we
would not be able to do the work we do without them. 

In this financial year, Mackay Conservation Group saw a cumulative contribution of nearly
$31,000, reflecting the collective support of various contributors.

We have had fantastic support for our fundraiser to protect Urannah and Massey Creeks over
the past few years. With our fantastic win on the withdrawal of the Urannah Dam project, this
was the first year in many that we have not needed to hold our annual ‘Swim for Our Rivers’
fundraiser. How exciting! A huge thanks to all of the donors that have led to this win!

Donors have also supported all of the fantastic work outlined in the above reports. Thanks must
of course also go to all of the volunteers who donate their time and energy to the group. 

As Mackay Conservation Group looks forward, the commitment to sustained positive change
remains unwavering, with future initiatives aiming to expand national parks in the region to
safeguard habitat and biodiversity, as well as continuing in our current campaigns.

If you would like to become a donor and join the list of fantastic donors you can do so at
https://www.mackayconservationgroup.org.au/donate
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Ashleigh Wyles

https://www.mackayconservationgroup.org.au/donate
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The figures I am quoting are rounded to the nearest thousand. The exact amounts can be
obtained from the audited financial statements included at the end of this annual report.

Total income 2022-23  $174,000
Grants  $140,000
Donations & Fundraising   $31,000
Interest & Sundry Income  $3,000

Total expenditure 2022-23  $285,000

Accumulated Members Funds (30 June 2023) $207,000
Assets $220,000
Liabilities $13,000

The Auditor made no adverse findings during audit, which amounts to a financial clean bill of
health.

Tyson Willoughby 
Treasurer
14 November 2023

Treasurer's Report

Tyson Willoughby



17

Auditor's Statement
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Financial Statements
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You can reach us in many different ways. Please give one of them a go.

Drop in
Mackay Environment Centre 156 Wood St, Mackay
Open 9am-5pm Tuesday and Thursday

Email
info@conservation.org.au

Postal
Mackay Conservation Group PO Box 826, Mackay Qld 4740

Phone
07 4953 0808

Facebook
Facebook.com/mackayconservationgroup

X (Formerly Twitter)
@mackayconsgroup

Contact us


