
PA PAC Questionnaire for US House and Senate - 2022

Please return the completed form along with your resume or biographical statement describing
education, work history, community service, and prior political experience, as well as a

high-resolution headshot of yourself as soon as possible, but by Sat Mar 19 at 5pm, at the latest.

Please email your responses to PAC Coordinators at papacboard@googlegroups.com
by Saturday, March 19 at 5pm.

Please note that following the Saturday, March 19 at 5pm deadline, the People’s Alliance PAC may
publish your responses to this questionnaire and your resume.

When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with
each question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or

a different font to distinguish your responses from the questions. Do not use colors or shading.
Please try to confine your responses to no more than 300 words unless another word limit is

indicated. Do not feel obliged to exhaust the limit for each question.
If you use words or ideas from another person, please attribute your source.

Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of Durham.

Candidate’s name: Clay Aiken

Address: PO Box 13274, Durham, NC 27709

E-mail Address: taylor@clayaiken.com

Phone: (919) 446-1404

Website: clayaiken.com

Why Are You Running?
1. What are the three most important issues facing the nation? What are your top priorities in
addressing these issues?

● My top priorities as a member of Congress are voting rights, education, and the
economy.

Federal Revenues, Federal Spending, and the Economy
2. Is the current system of federal taxation fair? What changes should be made, if any? Please
cite specific examples

● I believe that we need to change the tax code to make sure that the wealthy corporations
and the top 1% are paying their fair share. It’s not right that working people pay a higher
rate on their income than folks who make their money through non-wage earnings.

3. What is your position concerning tariffs and trade?
● Tariffs are a necessary tool to protect American trade interests, and should be used to

prevent American corporations from shipping jobs overseas. I believe that we need to
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protect the interests of the American people when it comes to trade policy. We should
end programs that have created incentives for large corporations to outsource jobs as
well as increase assistance for small businesses that form the backbone of the United
States.

4. Are you in favor of reducing government spending in any specific areas? If so, please list your
top three specific areas and explain your reasons. Are you in favor of increasing government
spending in any specific areas? If so, please list your top three specific areas and explain your
reasons.

● Having run in a district that included Fort Bragg, I think we need to listen to our military
leadership who understand the real needs of our military instead of the companies that
profit off the business and the creation of unneeded equipment.

● I think we need to expand funding for healthcare and social safety nets, I also think we
need to re-tool Title 1 funding, which as written, wrongly incentivizes schools to be
underfunded.

5. Are you concerned about the affordability of a college education in the U.S.? If so, what role
can the federal government play in addressing your concerns?

● I think we need to lower the cost of higher education overall by investing more money
into our universities, rather than passing the bill along to students. Additionally, I support
interest-free student loans and debt forgiveness up to a certain threshold. I support free
two-year community college and think we should create more access to trade schools so
students can get the skills they need to have a good-paying job.

Secure Elections, Fair Elections, and the Right to Vote
6. What action should the Congress take, if any, to protect the integrity of elections from foreign
or domestic actors seeking to undermine it?

● We need to pass the John Lewis Voting Rights Act.

7. What changes need to be made to US law to protect the right of all people to vote in free and
fair elections?

● I believe we need to pass the Freedom to Vote Act as soon as possible as well as
expand voting protections such as early and mail-in voting.

Immigration
8. How would you reform U.S. immigration policy? Since agreement on immigration reform has
proved hard to obtain, what measures should be taken in the meantime that would improve the
lives of undocumented immigrants? Are government agencies responsible for immigration and
our borders performing as they should?



● I think it’s past time for comprehensive immigration reform in the United States and I
think we need to take action as soon as possible to grant law-abiding, undocumented
immigrants a pathway to citizenship. Further, we need to take action to protect Dreamers
and allow them lawful permanent residence.

Healthcare
9. Are you satisfied with the healthcare system in the United States? If you are not, how should
the system be changed?

● No. I support moving toward a Medicare-for-all system.

Housing
10. What, if anything, should the federal government do to promote affordable housing and
home ownership? What specific policies or programs would you use to do that? Do you support
a federal housing guarantee? Rent control? Inclusionary zoning? Down payment assistance for
first time homebuyers? Please detail your answer.

● The federal government should expand the use of the Capital Magnet Fund to areas
where housing costs are rising quickly, such as Durham, to speed the development of
housing to reduce costs to consumers. This could also work in tandem with additional
funding and support for grassroots organizations that are already in place to assist in
these programs. The federal government should also expand the McKinney–Vento
Homeless Assistance Act of 1987 to help provide for the homeless communities which
could also make a federal housing guarantee easier. I would support an annual
percentage cap on rent increases as well as expanding the Fair Housing Act to halt
discrimination against low-income families based on their source of income.

11. What should the federal government do, if anything, to avoid an eviction crisis following the
lifting of the COVID-era moratorium on evictions?

● I think that banks should allow the deferral of mortgage payments to property owners,
who must then pass them on to renters.

Wealth
12. Is the distribution of wealth among the people of the United States a proper concern of the
federal government? If your answer is “yes,” what should the Congress do to close the wealth
gap that separates the richest and poorest Americans?

● I believe that the wealthiest should pay their fair share of taxes in order to fund programs
for all Americans. I also believe that we need to raise the minimum wage, no one should
work forty hours a week and not be able to meet their basic needs.

13. What do you think are the most powerful levers to address racial and class-based economic
injustice? To what extent do you support federal policies such as reparations, guaranteed basic
income, and down payment assistance for first time homebuyers?



● The most powerful levers to address racial and class-based economic injustice come in
the form of social and economic support. I firmly believe that taxes on the lowest income
brackets are not equitable compared to higher brackets and should be lower in
comparison. I believe that education will also be important in addressing economic
injustice which is why I support expanding funding for HBCUs as well as free two-year
community college.

14. What is your stance on the minimum wage? What do you consider to be a livable wage?
What role should the federal government play in regulating wages? In particular, do you support
federal efforts to advance guaranteed basic income or a federal jobs guarantee?

● I believe that we need to raise the minimum wage in our country, $7.25 is far too low. I
support a $15/hour federal minimum wage. While this is a productive step, in many
places in our country, it still could not be considered a living wage because of the high
costs in that area. I think congress should fund studies on a graduated minimum wage
based on the cost of living in different areas.

Guns
15. What, if anything, should be done to reduce the proliferation of firearms and reduce gun
violence in the United States?

● I support universal background checks, banning assault weapons and high capacity
magazines as well as increased access to mental health services.

Civil Rights and Race Equity
16. What should the state do to promote racial equity and diversity, such as increasing
opportunities for under-represented and under-served people of color? Can you provide an
example of your advocacy for race-equity and diversity?

● I believe that the federal government should expand funding for HBCUs and create
policy audits to ensure racial equity within federal policy. I also believe that affirmative
action must be protected.

17. What, if anything, should the federal government do to promote the education of youth in the
history of civil rights, racial inequality, and the legacy of racial discrimination in the United
States?

● I think it’s very important that we teach the full history of the United States in our schools.

The Environment
18. Addressing the climate crisis through transformative, intersectional policies will be essential
to keeping US communities safe, healthy, and vibrant. What do you see as the most critical
environmental and climate justice issues facing the United States? If elected, how would you
leverage your role as a US Senator or Representative to address them?



● Being a North Carolinian, I have seen firsthand what the damage that pollution to our air
and waterways can do to our people. If elected I will fight for policies that ensure our air
and water supplies stay clean by tackling large-scale pollution such as the coal ash and
PFAS incidents.

Foreign Policy
19. The Russian attack on Ukraine has set off a cascade of change in international relations.
How do you see this changing US foreign policy in the years to come? What role, if any, should
the US play in foreign conflict?

● The US has been a global leader for nearly a century but it is now more important than
ever that we set a good example for the rest of the world and fight to protect democracy.
We must stand with our allies and countries that fight for peace, democracy, and
protection of human rights, by employing our diplomatic, economic, and military strength.

Campaign Funding
20. Does your campaign have specific policies regarding from whom it accepts donations?
Please specifically detail any contributions from corporations to your current and prior
campaigns. How do you see the influence of donors on policy, both for yourself and for others?

● I do not accept money from corporate PACs. I support moving to publicly financed
elections to get money out of our politics.

Your Politics
21. For whom did you vote in the 2020 United States Senate and presidential elections?

● I voted for Democrats up and down the ballot.


