
DISTRICT COURT JUDGE PAT EVANS 

 

PAT EVANS received her high school diploma from Northwest High School in 

Halifax County, North Carolina.  She continued her educational pursuits at North 

Carolina Central University in Durham, North Carolina.  Pat not only graduated 

with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science, but she graduated Magna Cum 

Laude. 

Keeping in step with her Eagle roots, she enrolled at the North Carolina Central 

University School of Law where she received her Juris Doctorate. In 1984, Pat was 

licensed to practice law in North Carolina.  She went into private practice in 

Durham, North Carolina as soon as she received her law license and engaged in 

the general practice of law until 1990. It was at that time that she became an 

Assistant District Attorney for the Fourteenth Judicial District in Durham, N.C.  

During her tenure with the District Attorney’s Office, she prosecuted criminal 

matters in the District and Superior Courts. 

In 1994, Pat made a decision that would make history in Durham. She decided to 

run for District Attorney of Durham County.  Her platform was “Stop the 

Violence”.  Although she did not win the election, she was the first African-

American female to seek that office. Despite the election results, Pat dedicated 

herself to serving her Durham community in other ways. She has served on many 

Board of Directors, including what was then Durham County Mental Health, 

Urban Ministries of Durham, Durham County Bar Association, Durham Chapter of 

the American Red Cross, New Horizons Character and Leadership Academy and 

Project Excellence. She has also served as an instructor for the Durham Police 

Department.  Additionally, Pat has served as Block Captain for the Muscular 

Dystrophy Association and was a participant in RAT (Raise a Thousand Dollars) 

for the American Cancer Society. In addition to her service to these and other 

organizations, Pat continued to tutor at-risk children,  teach Sunday School and 

volunteer her time at the public schools, food banks, etc.  These services were 

performed while she was actively engaged in the practice of law and many 

continue as she serves in her present capacity. 

Pat has handled criminal matters in the District and Superior Court levels as well 

as criminal and civil matters through the trial stage in the Middle District of North 



Carolina.  Also, she has experience appearing before administrative boards, 

mediators, and arbitrators.  Furthermore, she has maintained affiliations with the 

George H. White Bar, the Durham County Bar, the North Carolina Judicial 

Conference, the American Bar Association, the North Carolina Bar Association, 

the Policeman’s Benevolent Association, the Southern Poverty Law Center and 

has served as an Adjunct Professor at NCCU’s School of Law. Her volunteer service 

also encompasses volunteering for Durham County Teen Court, serving on the 

Juvenile Crime Prevention Commission, Durham Interfaith Hospitality Network, 

NC FOOD Bank volunteer and training as an Aids Care Team member.  

Currently, Judge Pat Evans serves as Chief District Court Judge for the 14th Judicial 

District. She presides over Criminal, Family, Child Support, Civil Jury, Juvenile 

Delinquency, Traffic, Community Life, Domestic Violence, Involuntary 

Commitments, The C.H.O.I.C.E.S Program and People’s Courts. She has also 

served as the Adult Drug Treatment Court Judge. 

In keeping with her status as a true public servant, Pat has enjoyed serving the 

underserved and underrepresented in her beloved community in various 

capacities. Her participation and tireless dedication has surely brought Pat many 

accolades and praises for which she is truly grateful. It has always been her 

sincere desire that should she be honored for anything she has done from the 

heart, it will serve as a catalyst for others to desire to give back out of what has 

been so generously lavished upon them. She is known for acknowledging that her 

most rewarding achievement is her personal relationship with God and bestowed 

blessings of a loving husband, wonderful children and grandchildren, and 

amazing friends.  


