
PA PAC Questionnaire for US House and Senate - 2022 
 

 
Please return the completed form along with your resume or biographical statement describing 

education, work history, community service, and prior political experience, as well as a high-
resolution headshot of yourself as soon as possible, but by Sat Mar 19 at 5pm, at the latest. 

 
Please e-mail your responses to PAC Coordinators at papacboard@googlegroups.com  

by Saturday, March 19 at 5pm. 
 

Please note that following the Saturday, March 19 at 5pm deadline, the People’s Alliance PAC may 
publish your responses to this questionnaire and your resume. 

 
When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with 
each question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or 

a different font to distinguish your responses from the questions. Do not use colors or shading. 
Please try to confine your responses to no more than 300 words unless another word limit is 

indicated. Do not feel obliged to exhaust the limit for each question.  
If you use words or ideas from another person, please attribute your source. 

 
Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of Durham. 

 
Candidate’s name: __Valerie Foushee__________________________________________________ 
Address: __PO Box 16446 Chapel Hill, NC 27516_________________________________________ 
E-mail Address: __Fousheefornc@gmail.com___________________________________________ 
Phone: __919-614-0654________________________________________________________ 

Website: ___www.Valeriefoushee.com___________________________________________________ 

 

1. Why Are You Running?  
What are the three most important issues facing the nation? What are your top priorities 
in addressing these issues? 
 

• Voting Rights and Gerrymandering – Unfettered access to the ballot box and fair 
districts are the foundation of our democracy and therefore a central tenant of my 
campaign. When I get to Congress, I will fight to pass the John Lewis Voting Rights Act 
and the For the People Act to expand voting rights and make elections more fair.  

 
• Access to affordable, quality healthcare – Healthy communities begin with healthy 

individuals. I believe that healthcare is a right, not a privilege. Every American should 
have access to affordable, quality healthcare, regardless of their station in life or income. 
I have long fought for Medicaid expansion in North Carolina and will fight for Medicare 
for All when I get to Congress.  

 
• Economy – A strong economy is rooted in opportunity and access for all members of 

the community, not just the chosen few. Creating a thriving economy starts with funding 
schools and eliminating barriers to higher education. It also means ensuring that all 



members of the community can contribute the economy. That is why I support 
eliminating student debt and debt-free college. It also means fighting for high-quality 
healthcare and universal access to pre-k. I also support increasing the minimum wage to 
a livable wage of at least $15/hr. In Congress, I will support the Pro Act, which would 
make it easier for workers to unionize. I also support the Boost Act, which would combat 
poverty and income inequality by providing a $3,000 tax credit for low-income 
individuals. These are critical policies that, not only, benefit individuals but, are smart 
policy solutions to stimulate the economy and keep it healthy.   

 
 
Federal Revenues, Federal Spending, and the Economy  
2. Is the current system of federal taxation fair? What changes should be made, if any? 

Please cite specific examples.  
 
The current tax structure is not fair, not in North Carolina and not at the federal level. While we 
do *technically* have a progressive tax code, there are too many loopholes and other methods 
that allow the ultra-wealthy to avoid paying their fair share. Investments and dividends are taxed 
at a much lower rate than income, perpetuating income inequality in our country. In Congress, I 
will fight to close these loopholes, end the amnesty on taxing capital gains, and ensure the tax 
code works for working people, helping them to keep more of what they earn and contribute to 
the economy, while ensuring the wealthy are held accountable and pay their fair share.   
 
In addition, we must tax corporations at a more reasonable rate. In the general assembly, I 
voted against Republican tax cuts for corporations and will continue to fight for that in Congress. 
Corporate tax cuts always come at the expense of middle-class and working families. Like ultra-
wealthy individuals, corporations have been allowed to game the system for far too long.   
 
3. What is your position concerning tariffs and trade? 
 
In Congress, I will support the Congressional Progressive Caucus’s Progressive Principles for 
Trade. This namely focuses on renegotiating NAFTA to make sure that trade is working for 
America. Most importantly, we need to renegotiate NAFTA to ensure that we stop giving 
handouts to corporations that allow them to control the market and hurt small businesses. The 
Trump administration failed to renegotiate NAFTA in a way that worked for working families. 
Both American and Mexican workers, and small businesses, have suffered great losses under 
the current deal and big corporations have flourished and become even more powerful and 
wealthy. We must reform NAFTA to eliminate corporate incentives, restore balanced trade, and 
make trade work for workers.  
 
4. Are you in favor of reducing government spending in any specific areas? If so, please 

list your top three specific areas and explain your reasons. Are you in favor of 
increasing government spending in any specific areas? If so, please list your top 
three specific areas and explain your reasons. 

 



I support reducing government spending in one main area – ICE enforcement and detention.  
I believe that government has a duty to spend in ways that increase governance and provide 
services to its citizens. The top three areas that I would support increasing spending would be:  
 
Education – As a nation, we must invest in universal pre-k, public K-12 education, higher 
education and trade schools and job training. This is the foundation for a healthy economy and 
prosperous communities.  
Healthcare – While we have taken strides with the passing of the ACA more than a decade 
ago, we are still not where we should be when it comes to ensuring every American has access 
to affordable, quality healthcare. Medicare for All would accomplish this and the economic 
dividends would be immeasurable.  
Environment – We absolutely must invest in clean, renewable energy and end our dependence 
on fossil fuels. No matter the cost, we can’t afford not to.  
 
5. Are you concerned about the affordability of a college education in the U.S.? If so, 

what role can the federal government play in addressing your concerns? 
 

I am absolutely concerned about the affordability of higher education for all Americans but, 
especially for the African American community. Like anything else, the deeply engrained 
systemic racism in our country has impacted access to higher education for African American 
students. There are several policies I will fight for to increase access to higher education. First, 
Student loan debt unfairly burdens women, who carry 2/3rds of loan debt, with Black women 
carrying a disproportionate amount of that. The system that we are currently operating under 
perpetuates systemic racism and classism. There are too many people carrying student loan 
debt who are not able to fully engage in the economy. Forgiving the $1.7 Trillion in student loan 
debt would significantly impact 46 Million debtors and be a shot in the arm for our economy. In 
Congress, I will fight for student loan debt forgiveness  
Second, I strongly support debt-free college. If a student works hard and makes the grades, 
they should be able to attend and graduate from our public college and university systems 
without debt. There have multiple different proposals as to how to do this, at the Federal level, 
and I will always support those measures. Education is a great equalizer and that is something 
that my parents instilled in me and my siblings early on. Equity in education is something that is 
near and dear to my heart and something I fought for on the Chapel Hill-Carrboro Schools 
system board and beyond – my 24 years of elected service. No one should be denied the 
opportunity of higher education because of their economic position, race, religion, sexual 
orientation or anything else. We have to make higher education accessible to everyone. North 
Carolina is home to distinguished Universities and colleges. We must continue to attract the 
best and brightest in order to stay relevant in today’s fast-paced economy. I will always fight for 
equity in education and that starts with making it accessible to all.  
Finally, I support universal pre-k. I support expanding Pell Grants to include living expenses like 
housing, food, transportation, and childcare. I will also fight to increase funding for HBCUs – 
North Carolina is home to 11 of them and they’ve always been underfunded compared to their 
counterparts, something I’ve fought to change in the General Assembly. 
 



 
Secure Elections, Fair Elections, and the Right to Vote  
6. What action should the Congress take, if any, to protect the integrity of elections from 

foreign or domestic actors seeking to undermine it? 
 
Clearly, the Trump administration had no regard for election security and likely played a role in 
undermining recent elections up and down the ballot. For starters, that has to stop by electing 
people to office that will stand up to these election threats. We have to stand up to these 
security threats both at home and abroad. In the North Carolina General Assembly, I have 
fought hard against Republican attempts to block access to free and fair elections and I’ll do the 
same in Congress.  
 
7. What changes need to be made to US law to protect the right of all people to vote in 

free and fair elections? 
 
We must fight against racist voter ID laws, frivolous attempts to limit absentee voting, 
unnecessary and unconstitutional bills that purge voters from the rolls, antiquated bills that 
shorten early voting, eliminate Sunday (Souls to the Polls) voting, and every other attempt made 
to keep people from the ballot. The 1965 VRA was a huge step forward in advancing voting 
rights but, we MUST pass the John Lewis Voting Act and the For the People Act in Congress. I 
will make this a top priority in Washington, as I deeply believe that this is the foundation upon 
which all else is built. I have consistently demonstrated my commitment to voting rights and 
election integrity in the NCGA and I’ll never back down from that fight in DC.  
 
Immigration 
8. How would you reform U.S. immigration policy? Since agreement on immigration 

reform has proved hard to obtain, what measures should be taken in the meantime 
that would improve the lives of undocumented immigrants? Are government agencies 
responsible for immigration and our borders performing as they should? 

 
Agreement on immigration reform has, indeed, been difficult to obtain. When I get to Congress, I 
will fight for a pathway to citizenship for undocumented workers. I will fight to ensure that the 
DREAM Act remains the law of the land. I will support in-state tuition for all undocumented 
immigrants that graduate from any American high school. I will also support legislation that 
reduces funding to ICE enforcement and detention centers and will always oppose privatized 
prisons. In the General Assembly I have voted to ensure that local law enforcement agencies 
have the discretion to decide if they work with ICE, something that many of our North Carolina 
Sheriffs decided against. In Congress, I would do the same. Undocumented immigrants are 
humans regardless of their nationality or what they are fleeing. They pay taxes, they contribute 
to their communities in so many positive ways, and they contribute to our economies. They 
deserve to be treated with dignity and respect. 
 
 
 



Healthcare 
9. Are you satisfied with the healthcare system in the United States? If you are not, how 

should the system be changed?  
 

I strongly believe that Affordable Care Act, brokered by President Obama, was the best deal 
that we could get at the time. In Congress I will work to strengthen the ACA, if that is the best 
that we can do. That said, I believe that a Medicare for All solution is be the best way to ensure 
affordable, quality healthcare for all Americans and I hope that we will get there. Healthcare is a 
human right, not a privilege. Healthy individuals are critical for healthy communities and 
economies, where all have the opportunity to prosper and achieve the American dream. I have 
long fought for Medicaid expansion in North Carolina and will continue to fight for access to 
healthcare for ALL, with no one left behind.  
 
Housing 
10. What, if anything, should the federal government do to promote affordable housing 

and home ownership? What specific policies or programs would you use to do that? 
Do you support a federal housing guarantee? Rent control? Inclusionary zoning? 
Down payment assistance for first time homebuyers? Please detail your answer. 

 
Affordable housing is one of the biggest barriers to people achieving the “American Dream.” It is 
far too difficult today for any one to access housing, even those who we consider “middle class.” 
This is especially pronounced in this district – the triangle area into the triad. The federal 
government must step in and help level the playing field between people and real estate 
investors. I support federal housing guarantees, rent control, inclusionary zoning, and down 
payment assistance for first-time homebuyers. I would also suggest that the federal government 
could do more to invest in educational and social programs that assist people in learning more 
about homeownership and how to navigate budgeting and savings to purchase their first home. 
Further, in Congress I will advocate for increased funding to invest in the rehabilitation of 
existing affordable housing units. I am also a proponent of progressive policies like government 
incentives of mixed-income communities. Racial residential segregation is one of the most 
influential components of sustained systemic racism and income inequality, mixed income 
communities can help break down barriers of the “in-group/out-group” phenomenon that 
perpetuates systemic racism.  
 
11. What should the federal government do, if anything, to avoid an eviction crisis 

following the lifting of the COVID-era moratorium on evictions? 
 
First, COVID has been a devastating pandemic that we are not through. Given that we have 
been in an affordable housing crisis for years, pre-pandemic, I would argue that it is too soon to 
lift the moratorium and that it should be extended. Second, I would submit that quality 
employment is the root of the housing crisis. To go back to my previous answers, we must 
invest in quality education, job training, healthcare, social programs, and affordable housing 
programs and incentives if we’re going to come out of this pandemic without leaving people 
behind.  



  
Wealth 
12. Is the distribution of wealth among the people of the United States a proper concern 

of the federal government? If your answer is “yes,” what should the Congress do to 
close the wealth gap that separates the richest and poorest Americans? 

 
This is a complex and complicated question that will involve intersectional policy solutions. 
Some of the most important things we must first address are healthcare, education, economic 
opportunity, and systemic racism. There is no one policy solution that will rectify this problem 
and it won’t happen overnight. That said, there are so many innovative policies that we can 
champion in each of these areas that will begin to close this gap and, hopefully, create a better 
future for generations to come. For example, we can work on our healthcare system, because 
healthy individuals make for healthy communities. We can make education more accessible and 
affordable so that everyone is able to access it. We can create economic opportunity by 
investing in job training, social programs, and incentivizing business ownership for people of 
color and lower income individuals. Systemic racism is tougher and permeates all these areas 
but, is something central to closing the wealth gap in our ever-growing diverse country.  
 
13. What do you think are the most powerful levers to address racial and class-based 

economic injustice? To what extent do you support federal policies such as 
reparations, guaranteed basic income, and down payment assistance for first time 
homebuyers? 

 
While this is a complicated and difficult question, I would say that education and economic 
opportunity through employment are key to leveling the playing field with regard to economic 
injustice. We must adjust the tax code to help keep money in the pockets of working class and 
middle-class people, and we must continue to fight racism in the media. That said, with regard 
to what I can do as your Congresswoman, I support policies that make education, job training, 
guaranteed basic income, and down payment assistance more readily available to all. In 
addition, we have to confront historically racist practices like red-ling and predatory lending. In 
order for our economy to work for all – at the local, state, and federal level – it has to include 
everyone.  
 
With regard to reparations, I support a form of reparations that will lift up the Black community 
through scholarships, investments in housing, community, and job training. I believe that cash 
payments are not the most effective way to ensure that Black people builds inter-generational 
wealth and that is what helps lift up our community and level the playing field.  
 
14. What is your stance on the minimum wage? What do you consider to be a livable 

wage? What role should the federal government play in regulating wages? In 
particular, do you support federal efforts to advance guaranteed basic income or a 
federal jobs guarantee? 

 



I strongly support raising the minimum wage and have sponsored such legislation in the North 
Carolina General Assembly. It’s well-documented that the current minimum wage is drastically 
misaligned with inflation and, if adjusted for inflation, would be closer to $25/hr. That said, with 
partisan politics as they are today, Congress (as well as NC) has been unable to pass a bill to 
raise the wage to even $15/hr. While this is terribly sad, I do believe that, with continued 
attempts, we will be able to raise the wage to $15/hr in the foreseeable future. I will fight for that 
in Washington. But that is just the beginning, clearly, we need to go further than that. Having 
served in elected office for 24 years, I know first-hand what it means to negotiate and we have 
to start somewhere. While I will advocate for a minimum wage that goes beyond $25/hr, I also 
understand that we may not get there on the first – or next- swing. I would not be able to sleep 
at night if I knew that holding out for something that is unattainable in this political climate meant 
losing a nearly doubled pay raise for people back home. Given the dire state of what low-
incomes are going through every day, I will always prioritize results today over the ambitions of 
tomorrow.  
 
Guns 
15. What, if anything, should be done to reduce the proliferation of firearms and reduce 

gun violence in the United States? 
 

Gun violence in America is a complex issue that will require complex policy solutions. We must 
invest more heavily in our mental health system. We must ensure our educational systems are 
equitable. We must increase funding to social and community programs to help keep children 
off the streets and engage them in programs that will give them opportunity. Community-based 
violence intervention programs, on the streets, in hospitals, and in schools, are critical to ending 
gun violence and should be better funded. All of that said, the most simple and direct solution to 
starting to address gun violence in America is to address guns in America. In Congress I will 
fight for gun control. I will support a federal ban on assault rifles and high-capacity magazines. I 
will support federal legislation to require background checks for all gun sales across the nation. I 
will support legislation to close the “Charleston loophole,” the loophole in background checks 
that allowed for the Emanuel AME shooter in Charleston, SC to purchase a gun. I will support 
legislation mandating secure storage by gun owners – currently only eight states and the District 
of Columbia have these laws in place. I will also support legislation that would properly label all 
firearm parts as firearms, subject to the same regulations as guns, to eliminate the growing 
underground business of “ghost guns.”  
 
Civil Rights and Race Equity 
16. What should the state do to promote racial equity and diversity, such as increasing 

opportunities for under-represented and under-served people of color? Can you 
provide an example of your advocacy for race-equity and diversity?  

 
The federal government should increase investment in programs that lift up under-represented 
and under-served people of color. Not only should we be investing in social programs but, we 
must invest in our HBCU’s, something I’ve long fought for in the NCGA, and offer more 
assistance for these under-served groups to access higher education and job training.  



 
With regard to my personal advocacy, I have spent my life advocating for racial equity. There 
are too many things to list here but, I would start with my personal story. I grew up in racially 
segregated neighborhoods. I was unable to dine-in at many of the restaurants on Franklin 
Street. I attended segregated schools until the sixth grade. But I believed in community, service, 
and hard work. I worked my way through college, taking the scenic route, as it was unaffordable 
for me to attend at times. I kept at it and graduated from UNC-Chapel Hill, realizing my parents’ 
dreams for me. I instilled that same value of education in my sons and began volunteering in 
their school. I saw that Black and Brown students were being left behind in the classroom and 
realized that they needed another champion on the school board – so I ran – and I won. After 
many years on school board, I ran for Orange County Commission and became the first Black 
woman to chair the board. While there, we built schools, funded school infrastructure programs, 
fought back against environmental racism, closing landfills and building community centers in 
Black neighborhoods. I have spent my life advocating for racial justice and equity. In the 
General Assembly I have sponsored legislation to advance Black maternal health, reform our 
criminal justice system, end workplace discrimination against Black women, and so much more. 
I’m prepared to take that fight to Washington.   
 
17. What, if anything, should the federal government do to promote the education of 

youth in the history of civil rights, racial inequality, and the legacy of racial 
discrimination in the United States? 

 
We cannot afford to whitewash history. Critical race theory, “don’t say gay,” and book banning 
have been front and center in the news lately. It’s the latest attempt by Republicans to scare 
their base and rile them up for election season. We know better. We cannot shelter our kids 
from the hard reality and FACTS of the world we live in. To do such, would be an injustice to 
these future generations. Publicly funded schools should teach truth, not pander to Republican 
attempts to water down our nation’s dark past because it makes them uncomfortable.  
 
The Environment 
18. Addressing the climate crisis through transformative, intersectional policies will be 

essential to keeping US communities safe, healthy, and vibrant. What do you see as 
the most critical environmental and climate justice issues facing the United States? If 
elected, how would you leverage your role as a US Senator or Representative to 
address them? 

 
In the NC General Assembly, I have sponsored numerous bills that would –  
Clean up and monitor PFAS in drinking water 
Clean up coal ash in NC 
Incentivize clean, renewable energy 
Move NC toward a more environmentally friendly future (Omnibus bill) 
 
The most important and impending thing that we must do as a nation, a global community, is 
end our dependence on fossil fuels and invest in clean, renewable energy. That is the most 



immediate action we can take to combat global warming and we have to do it yesterday. When I 
get to Washington, I will fight to ensure that my 6-year-old grandson, your children, 
grandchildren, and future grandchildren inherit a planet that is sustainable for theirs. In addition, 
we must invest in clean transit and infrastructure. We have to fund the EPA and give them the 
resources they need to be able to enforce stronger regulations to make sure we have clean 
drinking water and air and hold polluters accountable. In Congress, I’ll support the Green New 
Deal and stand shoulder to shoulder with climate champions.  
 
As for how I would leverage my role in the US House of Representatives, I’d point to one of the 
memorable accomplishments in my elected service.  As chair of the Orange County 
Commission, I was able to build a coalition on the board to shut down a landfill that had been 
maintained, in a predominately Black neighborhood, longer than was planned. When it came 
before the Board to extend the lifetime of that landfill, I went to see it for myself. After sitting on 
the porches of the homes and walking the neighborhood with residents, I realized that there was 
an injustice being done to this community. I was able to change the hearts and minds of most 
Board members and we voted to make a change. Today, that landfill is gone and a community 
center stands in its place.  
 
Foreign Policy 
19. The Russian attack on Ukraine has set off a cascade of change in international 

relations. How do you see this changing US foreign policy in the years to come? What 
role, if any, should the US play in foreign conflict? 

 
This is not the first attack on sovereign, democratic countries and it won’t be the last. 
Unfortunately, the trump administration did some damage and left the nation and the world in a 
much more vulnerable place. But we are Americans and we are resilient. I still believe that there 
is “more good in the world than bad.” We have yet to see where we our nation and the 
international community come out of all of this. That said, in the meantime, we must show 
compassion to the Ukrainian people and open our hearts and borders to them, just as we have 
many other refugee communities. I applaud the Biden administration’s ability to build coalitions 
across the globe and to enact swift and tough sanctions on the Putin regime. I also support the 
aid, both defensive and humanitarian, that we have provided to Ukraine and our allies. We 
should never back down from the fight against dictatorship. We have a moral obligation to 
defend democracy both at home and abroad.  
 
Campaign Funding 
20. Does your campaign have specific policies regarding from whom it accepts 

donations? Please specifically detail any contributions from corporations to your 
current and prior campaigns. How do you see the influence of donors on policy, both 
for yourself and for others? 

 
I do not accept campaign contributions from corporations or the fossil fuel industry. I also have 
vowed not to self-fund in this race. I have been true to my word. With regard to my past 
campaigns, I have never accepted contributions from corporations.  



 
Money in politics undermines our democracy at every level of elections - period. The idea that 
“the candidate with the most money usually wins” is a terribly undemocratic way to elect the 
best and brightest to elected positions. Frankly, it makes me sick but, as long as this is the 
system we are operating under, I, as a candidate, must play ball – Republicans definitely are. 
What I CAN do is be part of the fight to get money out of politics when I get to Washington. I will 
support the efforts of End Citizens United, to overturn the SCOTUS case. I have long supported 
publicly-funded campaigns, an end to dark money super PACs, and the elimination of corporate 
contributions to campaigns. Money has no place in politics and I will fight to eliminate its 
influence in politics.  
 
Your Politics 
21. For whom did you vote in the 2020 United States Senate and presidential elections?  
I proudly voted for Joe Biden and Kamala Harris in the 2020 Presidential election and I voted for 
Cal Cunningham, the Democratic nominee, in the 2020 US Senate race.  


