
People’s Alliance PAC 2022 Questionnaire for North Carolina 

District Court Judge Candidates 
 

Please return the completed form along with your resume or biographical statement describing education, 

work history, community service, and prior political experience, as well as a high-resolution headshot of 

yourself as soon as possible, but no later than Saturday, Mar 19th at 5pm, at the latest.   

 
Please e-mail your responses to PAC Coordinators at papacboard@googlegroups.com  

by Saturday, March 19th at 5pm. 

 

Please note that following the Saturday, March 19 at 5pm deadline, the People’s Alliance PAC may publish 

your responses to this questionnaire and your resume. 

 

When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with each 

question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or a different font 

to distinguish your responses from the questions. Do not use colors or shading. Please try to confine your 

responses to no more than 300 words unless another word limit is indicated. Do not feel obliged to exhaust the 

limit for each question.  

 

If you use words or ideas from another person, please attribute your source. 

 
Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of Durham. 

 

Candidate's name:     Pat Evans   

Address:    6015 Grandale Drive, Durham, N.C. 27713                      

E-mail: Address: Patevans56@gmail.com 

Phone: 919-638-3778 

Website:  info@reelectpat.com 

 

Judges and judicial candidates in North Carolina are allowed substantial freedom of political speech. PA 

PAC believes that every question in this questionnaire may be answered fully within the scope of the 

applicable rules. For more information on the scope of permitted political speech for judicial candidates, 

we refer you to the January 2, 2020 memorandum of the Judicial Standards Commission on Permitted 

Political Conduct. You may find it at:  

 
https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/inline-files/2020-Political-Conduct-

Memo.pdf?lqEnTi0CGRseARDEGD.mXt60PMdBDGef 

 

About you: 

 

1. Please describe how your religious and philosophical beliefs may affect your conduct and decision-

making if you are elected.  

In regards to how my religious and philosophical beliefs may affect my conduct and decision-making if 

reelected, I have chosen to be Christian and to follow the Bible.  It is my compass. As a result, I have 

immense compassion for people, and especially wealth deprived and oppressed people. My values are 

strong work ethic, honesty, accountability, reliability and trustworthiness. My personal philosophy is to 

uphold the inherent dignity of every person that has come before me during my tenure as a District 

Court Judge.  My decisions are guided by and based on the law and the facts presented to me.  
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2. Would you support requiring race equity training for all North Carolina judges?  If not, why not?  

What, if any, other training should be mandatory? 

Yes, I would support requiring race equity training for all North Carolina Judges.  In fact, when I am 

reelected as Chief District Court Judge, I  plan to implement mandatory racial trainings for all the 

District Court judges and magistrates.  It is critical that judges who are making decisions that affect 

people's lives are made aware of their own biases and privileges and are taught how to overcome them.  

Let me add that I find it very disheartening that we are still dealing with racial inequities in 2022.  

Durham has always been the most progressive county in the State, and we try to immediately address 

any concerns in the courts or in the community.  In that aspect, we are the Trailblazers, and the 

training would not have to be mandatory for Durham.  We are always looking for ways to improve 

Durham 

 

3. Have you personally ever been a party in a civil legal proceeding?  If the answer is yes, please explain 

the circumstances and the outcome of the case. 

Yes, I have personally been a party in a civil legal proceeding.  In the mid-1990s, I was sued by a credit 

card company for a debt owed by my law office.  It was dismissed because I paid it off.  In the interest 

of full disclosure,  it was a situation where I used the card to pay operating expenses because the 

majority of my clientele were young, Black males who could not afford to pay my fee, but deserved my 

effective, zealous representation.  

4. Please describe a situation in which you took a controversial position and explain how you handled it. 

During the COVID pandemic,  many people could not afford to pay their rent and were served with 

Eviction papers.  I found this to be unjust.  Durham suffers from a serious affordable housing crisis. 

Yes, the housing industry and landlords would have some economic losses.  However, the evictions 

would have made the issue worse.  So, I convened the key stakeholders in housing and I extended the 

Moratorium on Evictions beyond what the state and federal government allowed. Many people, 

especially the wealth deprived, were able to remain in their homes while my Order was in place. 

 

5. Why should progressive voters support you?  What expertise do you bring to your race? 

Progressive voters should support and vote for me because I share their same concerns of addressing 

systemic racism in our nation and courts, fair treatment of all people, seeking permanent and viable 

solutions to end homelessness, creating jobs to decrease crimes in our community, addressing hunger 

issues (especially among children and the elderly), ensuring our young Black males remain in school 

and are not suspended from school for minor offenses to only end up in prison, ensuring that law 

enforcement in our community is not targeting people of color, is transparent and accountable to the 

community, and making sure that women are treated with dignity and respect, and given equal pay.  

The expertise I bring to this race is my thirty-eight years of legal experience. 

 

About your practice of law: 

 

6. Please describe your practice as a lawyer.  Describe the areas of your practice and your specialties.  If, 

over time, your practice has evolved or changed, describe the changes. Describe your various client bases 

as a part of your answer. 

Since 2010, I have served as a District Court Judge for Durham County.  Therefore, I am no longer a 

practicing lawyer, but have been a licensed attorney for thirty-eight years.  However, before I began my 

service as a Judge, I practiced law for twenty-six years.  I served as a criminal defense attorney of 

indigent people and as an assistant  prosecutor. My area of practice had been largely Criminal Law.  

During the last fifteen years of my private practice,  my cases were only high-level felony cases.  I used 

my office in unique ways. I allowed newly licensed attorneys to use an office free of charge until they 

had established a client base and the ability to make it on their own.  I also hired people with felony 



convictions to work as staff. In addition, I found local businessmen to allow people with criminal 

records to become apprentices under them and learn a trade. 

 

 

7. Please describe the nature and extent of any pro bono work you have done. Is there a pro bono matter 

to which you have contributed that best illustrates your values? 

Most of my private law practice was pro bono representation of wealth deprived and racial minorities 

charged with crimes. My most significant pro bono case involved a young Black man charged with 

Murder who was acquitted.  He left the gang by voluntarily accepting a beating.  He is now an 

upstanding, productive citizen and an amazing role model for so many young people who are where he 

was. 

 

8. Have you ever been publicly or privately disciplined by the North Carolina State Bar or any other 

professional or occupational licensing authority in North Carolina or any other state?  “Disciplined” 

includes reprimands, censures, and warnings in addition to license suspension, surrender, revocation, and 

disbarment. Is the State Bar or any governmental authority considering a complaint against you at the 

present time? Have you ever been found in contempt of court? For each “yes” answer, please tell us what 

happened and describe the outcome of the matter. 

No, I have not been publicly or privately disciplined by the North State Bar or any other professional or 

occupational licensing authority in NC or any other state.  Neither, is the State Bar or any 

governmental authority considering a complaint against me at the present time.  No, I have not been 

found in contempt of court. 

 

Concerning law and policy: 

 

9. What is the single greatest barrier to justice? 

The greatest barrier to justice is lack of resources-- people and money. There is so much more that we 

could accomplish if we had adequate resources.  For instance, I have been trying to initiate a Juvenile 

Mental Health Court, but I need money and staff to run it.  It would be very helpful to have a clinic in 

the community that exclusively served children who lack insurance or money to get their mental health 

needs met. The lack of resources is also acute in Abuse, Neglect and Dependency Court. We 

desperately need more Guardian Ad Litem attorneys. Perhaps the worst issue with resources is we only 

have one interpreter for all the courts. This frequently causes delays and backlogs in the court system.   

 

10. North Carolina incarcerates an extraordinary number of people, including persons convicted of non-

violent crimes.  Those who are incarcerated are disproportionately people of color. What, if anything, 

should the legislature and our courts do to address the issues of mass incarceration and racial bias in the 

administration of justice? 

In addressing issues of mass incarceration and racial bias in the administration of justice with the 

legislature and our courts, we must all be aware that racism is alive and unfortunately, well in our 

country and county. We cannot legislate hearts and that is where hatred and disparate treatment lies.  

The Legislature should properly fund all parts of the court system, so that there would be more 

necessary staff. City and County government should fund new diversion courts. When I am reelected 

as Chief District Court Judge, I plan to create the following diversion courts: Juvenile Mental Health 

Court, Juvenile Drug Court, an additional First Appearance Court, Restorative Justice Court, and 

Fathers Forever Child Support Court.  I also plan to convene again the stakeholders in our public 

schools to reform school discipline.  I will also create an initiative where people can get rewarded for 

turning in guns with no questions asked.  Finally, I will seek to establish Veteran's Court for people 

who have served our country. These diversion courts will not only address mass incarceration, but they 

will deal with the underlying issues of crime.  

 



11. Should the North Carolina General Assembly abolish the death penalty?  

Yes, the North Carolina General Assembly should abolish the death penalty. 

 

12. What, if anything, should be done to improve access to justice for people with limited financial means 

or who mistrust the system? How should courts handle requests to waive court costs, fines, failure to 

appear fees, probation supervision fees and attorney’s fees in criminal court? 

I reject the idea that the court system should be sustained on the backs of the poor. I am also opposed 

to privilege being accessible only to the people with money. An example of this is in Driving While 

Intoxicated cases.  Rich people can afford the Continuous Alcohol Monitoring, but most of the people 

in Durham County District Court cannot afford it.  The courts should consider waiving fees in matters 

in which people cannot afford them. I regularly waive fees and costs if the person is indigent, but on a 

case-by-case basis.  

 

13. What is your position on bail?  What, if any, changes need to be made to the current bond schedule? 

The purpose of bail is to protect the community and to ensure the person charged with a crime will 

appear in court.  The current bond policy serves as a recommendation for the magistrates. They are 

required to fill out a form denoting the reason for setting a bond.  There may be revisions that could be 

implemented to ensure racial equity in bonds that poor people do not remain in jail because they 

cannot pay the bond.  We are currently revising our Pretrial guidelines to address some of the bond 

issues. 
 

14. What can be done to improve language access for parties, victims, and witnesses during court 

proceedings? 

We definitely could use more than one interpreter, as stated earlier.  Also, if attorneys or parties would 

fill out the Request for an Interpreter before the court date, we could request additional help in 

advance.  This would definitely assist in improving language access for everyone during court 

proceedings. 

 

 

15. What does racial equity mean to you and how does racial equity inform your work as a District Court 

judge? Have you any special training in issues related to racial disparities and equities?   

Racial equity in Durham, in my opinion, revolves more around implicit bias. As a Judge, I have been 

trained to become more aware of hidden prejudices or biases I may not have even been aware of. Being 

completely honest with yourself is the key to uncovering your hidden bias. I have attended many 

intense racial equity trainings and workshops .  However, I have been aware of racism and racial 

inequities because I am a Black woman with vast experiences with racism and sexism that are unique 

to Black women. 

 

16. What are your thoughts on Durham’s current diversion programs? If you believe these programs 

should be changed in any way please describe how and why.  

The current diversion programs we have are really helping to keep people from being convicted and 

having convictions on their criminal records which leads to collateral consequences or discrimination 

in employment, housing and accessing other public entities.  I think the current diversion programs are 

working and should remain in place. 

 

17. How has the COVID-19 pandemic changed the functions of the position you occupy or are seeking? 

Of course, COVID-19 had a great impact on nearly every aspect of life.  However, I have worked every 

day since the first day of the COVID pandemic on March 15, 2020.  As Chief District Court Judge, it 

has been challenging to keep the courts operating while ensuring court personnel and the public are 

safe. In addition to holding court during this time, I had the responsibility of trying to secure protective 

equipment for court staff. It was  of the utmost priority to me that we conduct our courts safely by 



virtual means, when possible. All of our courts now have the capacity to operate virtually. The backlog 

on the dockets were reduced. People were able to file claims and cases and have their day in court.  

 

18. When both the defense and prosecution agree upon a bond request or agree on a lawful plea, what 

should the court do? What weight should the agreement be given? 

It is efficient when the defense and the prosecutor reach an agreement in a case on a bond or a plea.  

However, because of issues of systemic racism and racial inequity towards people of color, it is the duty 

of the court to ensure that the same result occurs in all cases. The bond or plea agreement must be fair 

to the person charged, fair to the person who feels wronged, and fair to the community.  As the Judge, 

I have to be mindful of all of these aspects.  Otherwise, justice has been denied. If a plea or bond 

request is rejected by a judge, a continuance is automatically granted. 

 

       Your politics: 

  

19. For whom did you vote in the 2020 United States Senate and presidential elections? 

In the 2020 United States Senate and presidential elections, I was a Democrat and am a Democrat. 

Again, Thank you.  Please do not forget to provide us with your headshot and resume or 

biographical statement. 


