
People’s Alliance PAC 2022 Questionnaire for North Carolina 

District Court Judge Candidates 
 

Please return the completed form along with your resume or biographical statement describing education, 

work history, community service, and prior political experience, as well as a high-resolution headshot of 

yourself as soon as possible, but no later than Saturday, Mar 19th at 5pm, at the latest.   

 
Please e-mail your responses to PAC Coordinators at papacboard@googlegroups.com  

by Saturday, March 19th at 5pm. 

 

Please note that following the Saturday, March 19 at 5pm deadline, the People’s Alliance PAC may publish 

your responses to this questionnaire and your resume. 

 

When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with each 

question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or a different font 

to distinguish your responses from the questions. Do not use colors or shading. Please try to confine your 

responses to no more than 300 words unless another word limit is indicated. Do not feel obliged to exhaust the 

limit for each question.  

 

If you use words or ideas from another person, please attribute your source. 

 
Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of Durham. 

 

Candidate’s name: Clayton Jones 

Address: PO Box 21242 Durham, North Carolina 27703 

E-mail Address: clayton@claytonjonesforjudge.com 

Phone: (984) 221-8543 

Website: claytonjonesforjudge.com 

 

Judges and judicial candidates in North Carolina are allowed substantial freedom of political speech. PA 

PAC believes that every question in this questionnaire may be answered fully within the scope of the 

applicable rules. For more information on the scope of permitted political speech for judicial candidates, 

we refer you to the January 2, 2020 memorandum of the Judicial Standards Commission on Permitted 

Political Conduct. You may find it at:  

 
https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/inline-files/2020-Political-Conduct-

Memo.pdf?lqEnTi0CGRseARDEGD.mXt60PMdBDGef 

 

About you: 

 

1. Please describe how your religious and philosophical beliefs may affect your conduct and 

decision-making if you are elected. 

I am a Christian.  White Rock Baptist Church is where I worship.  My religious 
principles serve as a compass that directs my temperament. The laws of the United 
States Constitution and the North Carolina Constitution guide my decision-making in 
court. 
 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


2. Would you support requiring race equity training for all North Carolina judges?  If not, 

why not?  What, if any, other training should be mandatory? 

I support race equity training for all North Carolina judges. Mandatory courses in 
docket management and basic Spanish should be required. 
 

3. Have you personally ever been a party in a civil legal proceeding?  If the answer is yes, 

please explain the circumstances and the outcome of the case.  

I have not been a party in a civil legal proceeding. 

4. Please describe a situation in which you took a controversial position and explain how 

you handled it. 

When I filed to become a District Court Judge in 2018, I was criticized by the 
conservative members of the Durham County Bar and community members who 
identified as conservative. My qualifications were called into question, and my 
character was scrutinized. Opponents argued that the district court bench's integrity 
was being called into question. I did not retaliate with insults. I focused on my 
qualifications and 15-year experience as an attorney at the time, rallied community 
support, and remained firm in my belief that the citizens of Durham believed our 
courts needed a judge who would be compassionate to our parties in our justice 
system, hold all parties accountable, and be respectful to all those who appeared in 
court. 
 

5. Why should progressive voters support you?  What expertise do you bring to your race? 

 

Durham County deserves a judge who understands the civil and criminal court systems 

to ensure all parties are heard with an attentive ear, held accountable, and treated 

with respect to promote an efficient court system. In the past three years, I have 

efficiently managed a civil, criminal, family, and juvenile docket, reducing the backlog 

of cases and providing closure for families. Based on my 15 years of service to the 

citizens of Durham, I campaigned in 2018 to be a progressive judge who will show 

compassion and bring accountability, respect, and efficiency to the courtroom. I am a 

judge who still C.A.R.E.S. 

I am the only district court judge who has served as an assistant public defender and 
as an assistant district attorney. I have defended indigent individuals, proving their 
innocence beyond a reasonable doubt, and have fought for justice for victims of 
violent crimes. I have represented individuals who faced incarceration due to poverty, 
drug addiction, and mental illness. As an assistant district attorney, I've had to seek 
justice for mothers who lost their children as a result of domestic violence or senseless 
gun violence. I have navigated both sides of the criminal justice system, treating all 
people with dignity and respect to ensure justice is served. 

 
About your practice of law: 



 

6. Please describe your practice as a lawyer.  Describe the areas of your practice and your 

specialties.  If, over time, your practice has evolved or changed, describe the changes. 

Describe your various client bases as a part of your answer. 

 

Prior to being elected District Court Judge, my primary practice was criminal law. I 

was hired as an assistant public defender for Durham County in September 2003. 

My duties included representing indigent defendants charged with felonies and 

misdemeanor offenses in Durham County Superior and District Courts. I managed a 

caseload of more than 100 cases that included defendants charged with murder, 

robbery, and other violent offenses. I represented the defendant at every critical 

stage, from the accused's first appearance to disposition at trial, including 

interviewing clients and witnesses, conducting legal research, negotiating pleas, and 

filing written motions. 

I was hired as an assistant district attorney for Durham County in April 2016. I 

oversaw and prosecuted a caseload of over 150 violent crime defendants accused of 

murder, robbery, and drug-related offenses. I co-chaired the robbery task force and 

worked as an assistant district court supervisor, managing a daily docket of over 200 

misdemeanors and low-level felonies. 

 I began my tenure as District Court Judge for Durham County in January 2019. I've 

presided over criminal court, domestic violence court, civil domestic court, civil jury, 

traffic court, involuntary commitment, juvenile court, bond forfeiture, family court, 

and first appearances. 

7. Please describe the nature and extent of any pro bono work you have done. Is there a pro 

bono matter to which you have contributed that best illustrates your values? 

Prior to becoming a district court judge, I worked with the Durham County traffic 
amnesty court to assist Durham residents with suspended or revoked licenses.  I 
served on the Grievance Committee of the Durham County Bar Association. We 
investigated the veracity of grievances filed against Durham County attorneys to 
determine whether the North Carolina State Bar should take any further action. 
 
I am a member of the cease-fire committee, which was formed by a group of 

Durham stakeholders to put an end to gun violence. I am a member of White Rock 

Baptist Church, the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.'s Beta Phi Chapter, Doric Lodge 28 



Prince Hall Association (PHA), and Zafa Temple 176. I've helped Urban Ministries of 

Durham prepare and serve food on the second Sundays of the month, and I've 

worked with the Duke Memorial Church Mobile Market to serve nonperishable 

food to the Black community. I also work as a mentor for young men ages 6 to 18 

with the Knights of Pythagoras, which is sponsored by Doric Lodge 28. 

This past Christmas, I organized a hat, glove, and crossword puzzle giveaway for the 

residents of Durham Ridge Assisted Living facility. We collected and donated 100 

hats, gloves, and games. I volunteer with Love and Respect to host a Christmas toy 

give-away for the residents of Angier Avenue. 

 

 

8. Have you ever been publicly or privately disciplined by the North Carolina State Bar or 

any other professional or occupational licensing authority in North Carolina or any other 

state?  “Disciplined” includes reprimands, censures, and warnings in addition to license 

suspension, surrender, revocation, and disbarment. Is the State Bar or any governmental 

authority considering a complaint against you at the present time? Have you ever been 

found in contempt of court? For each “yes” answer, please tell us what happened and 

describe the outcome of the matter. 

No. 

 

Concerning law and policy: 

 

9. What is the single greatest barrier to justice? 

Inadequate funding for socioeconomic programs is the greatest barrier to justice. 
Adequately funded educational and community programs lead to better housing, 
increased job opportunities, and provide greater access to medical services and 
mental health treatment. Equality would be achievable, and the justice scales would 
be balanced. 
 

10. North Carolina incarcerates an extraordinary number of people, including persons 

convicted of non-violent crimes.  Those who are incarcerated are disproportionately 

people of color. What, if anything, should the legislature and our courts do to address the 

issues of mass incarceration and racial bias in the administration of justice? 
Mass incarceration and racial bias must be addressed with education and opportunity. Our 
legislature has to adequately fund our education system to provide greater opportunities for 
our youth. Teachers have to be equipped with the resources needed to prepare our youth for 
the future. Programs designed to address affordable housing, mental health, and community 
engagement activities will help address the issues of mass incarceration and racial bias. Judges 
should review pleas to ensure they are fair, just, and deter crime. The judge should reject plea 
offers that promote draconian sentences and mass incarceration. 

 



11. Should the North Carolina General Assembly abolish the death penalty?  

 

Yes, I am opposed to the death penalty and feel it should be abolished. The death 
penalty is not a deterrent to crime. 
 

12. What, if anything, should be done to improve access to justice for people with limited 

financial means or who mistrust the system? How should courts handle requests to waive 

court costs, fines, failure to appear fees, probation supervision fees and attorney’s fees in 

criminal court? 

Mistrust can be alleviated with patience and understanding. It is the court’s 

responsibility to patiently explain the nature of the proceedings to ensure everyone 

understands and is acting knowingly and voluntarily. 

 

An inquiry into the party’s ability to pay should be held before the court imposes any 
fines or fees. If the court finds that a person cannot financially afford a fine or fee, it 
should be remitted. Remission can occur at sentencing or at any point where the 
person’s financial ability changes. 

 

13. What is your position on bail?  What, if any, changes need to be made to the current bond 

schedule? 

I am bound to follow the law as prescribed in N.C. Gen Stat 15A-534 which provides 

that a judicial official must determine the conditions of release on the basis of the 

available information, taking into account the nature and circumstances of the offense 

charges, the weight of the evidence against the defendant, the defendant's family ties, 

employment, financial resources, character, and mental conditions, whether the 

defendant is intoxicated to the degree to present a danger by being released without 

supervision, length of residency in the community, record of convictions, history of 

flight to avoid prosecution or failure to appear in court proceedings, and any other 

evidence relevant to the issue of pretrial release. 

The current bond schedule is set by the senior resident superior court judge and the 
chief district court judge. I would modify the requirement for the pretrial release 
program to reduce the use of electronic monitoring. The equipment is expensive and 
is often overly utilized when there is either insufficient information to unsecure the 
bond or mental health issues have not been addressed. All parties within the court 
system should be held accountable for obtaining the information needed in a timely 
matter to make a proper determination on bond. 
 



14. What can be done to improve language access for parties, victims, and witnesses during 

court proceedings? 

Durham County must provide more funding for certified court interpreters. We cannot 
solely rely on state funding. Remote access should supplement but should not be the 
primary means of translation. Every department within the court system must allocate 
funds to hire a certified interpreter. 
 

15. What does racial equity mean to you and how does racial equity inform your work as a 

District Court judge? Have you any special training in issues related to racial disparities 

and equities? 

I grew up in Charleston, South Carolina. We took yearly field trips to the slave 

markets. Confederate monuments are on display, and the Confederate treason flag is 

considered part of the heritage and is not recognized as a symbol of hate. Racism has 

been normalized. My grandfather shared stories about having to eat lunch in the 

bathroom while his white coworkers enjoyed lunch in a clean area designated for 

meals. My mom shared stories about how, while walking to school, white students 

riding on buses would spit at her from the bus window. 

Racism has no place in our criminal justice system. I would never hold anyone's race or 
ethnicity against them. The world would be a better place if we took the time to build 
on the common traits we share and learn to respect our differences. Race equity 
training is the start. I have completed two two-day race equity trainings sponsored by 
the Durham County Bar Association, a 1.5-day training sponsored by the Vera 
Institute, and courses at the North Carolina School of Government during our 
judges' conferences. 
 
 

 

 

16. What are your thoughts on Durham’s current diversion programs? If you believe these 

programs should be changed in any way please describe how and why. 

The collateral consequences of a criminal conviction can have a lifelong impact on a 
person’s life. I believe every effort should be made to divert criminal prosecution for 
nonviolent offenses and low-level felonies and misdemeanors. I would limit the 
diversionary program to violent crimes, gun charges, and the sale of illegal drugs. 
Weapons illegally possessed should be forfeited, and drug sales and violent crimes 
should be prosecuted. 
 

17. How has the COVID-19 pandemic changed the functions of the position you occupy or 

are seeking? 

COVID-19 forced the court to manage docket sizes to reduce the number of people in 
our courtrooms. We had to make efficient use of court time to maximize the number 



of cases to be heard without creating backlogs with unnecessary delays. Web hearings 
became our best tool to control the volume in our civil and family courts, but they 
presented a challenge in our criminal court to ensure every person’s constitutional 
right to appear in court and cross-examine witnesses was protected. 
 

18. When both the defense and prosecution agree upon a bond request or agree on a lawful 

plea, what should the court do? What weight should the agreement be given? 

A judge’s role is not to second guess every plea or agreed upon bond, but the judge is also 
not bound to accept a bond request or plea agreed upon by the defense and the 
prosecution. The court is obligated to perform its due diligence to ensure all parties are 
heard. Victims' and defendants' voices must be heard, and the law followed. A judge 
should never allow the court system to become a rubber-stamping process. The court is 
obligated to perform its due diligence to ensure justice is served. 

       Your politics: 

  

19. For whom did you vote in the 2020 United States Senate and presidential elections? 

I am a registered Democrat. I voted for the Democratic ticket, voting for Cal 
Cunningham for Senate and Joseph Biden for President. 
 

Again, Thank you.  Please do not forget to provide us with your headshot and resume or 

biographical statement. 


