
PA PAC Questionnaire for U.S. House and Senate - 2022 
 

 
Please return the completed form along with your resume or biographical statement describing 

education, work history, community service, and prior political experience, as well as a high-
resolution headshot of yourself as soon as possible, but by Sat March 19 at 5 pm, at the latest. 

 
Please e-mail your responses to PAC Coordinators at papacboard@googlegroups.com  

by Saturday, March 19 at 5 pm. 
 

Please note that following the Saturday, March 19 at 5 pm deadline, the People's Alliance PAC 
may publish your responses to this questionnaire and your resume. 

 
When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with 
each question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or 

a different font to distinguish your responses from the questions. Do not use colors or shading. 
Please try to confine your responses to no more than 300 words unless another word limit is 

indicated. Do not feel obliged to exhaust the limit for each question.  
If you use words or ideas from another person, please attribute your source. 

 
Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of Durham. 
 
Candidate’s name: B.K. Maginnis 

Address: 711 Seldon Drive, Charlotte 28216 

E-mail Address: maginnis4congress@yahoo.com 

Phone: 336.430.0004 

Website: maginnis4congress.com 

 

Why Are You Running?  

1. What are the three most important issues facing the nation? What are your top priorities 

in addressing these issues? 

 

Our country's most critical issue is voter suppression/passing voting rights 

legislation. In my opinion, that’s priorities a,b, and c. Without passing Voting 

Rights legislation, all other issues and solutions to those issues won't 

matter, as Democrats will no longer be able to influence legislation. 

Republican legislatures have passed voter suppression laws to reduce 

democratic voting, packed and cracked electoral maps to minimize the 

ability for Democrats to get elected, and even taken away election 

decisions from non-partisan committees, enabling them to determine who 

wins the presidency even against the will of the voters. So winning this seat 
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is crucial to winning the Senate. Once there, using conventional and 

unorthodox means to pass Voting Rights legislation. 

  

The next most significant issue is racial inequality. For far too long, 

our country has not had a reckoning with the repercussions of our 

history of slavery. Much of today's division is caused by the lasting 

effects of slavery, including many of our most urgent issues. Policing 

and criminal justice reform, voting rights suppression, and the Income 

inequality gap (to name but a few) can all be directly correlated with 

inadequately resolving the effects of slavery, impacting all Americans 

and Black Americans inordinately. By implementing solutions to 

elevate the overall low-income population and directly addressing 

racial injustice outside the economic sphere. Top priorities for 

managing this would be a universal basic income system, criminal 

justice reform, police reform. 

 

A third priority would be supporting small businesses. Over the past 

40 years plus, American policy has benefitted corporations over small 

businesses. Because of this, corporations have been able to push 

down wages and push out the small business owner. Priorities for 

helping equality for small businesses include strengthening the ACA, 

phasing out the 401(k) provision, replacing it with a voluntary federal 

pension that runs alongside Social Security, and ensuring 

corporations pay their fair share of taxes. 

 

Federal Revenues, Federal Spending, and the Economy  

2. Is the current system of federal taxation fair? What changes should be made, if any? 

Please cite specific examples.  

 

The current federal tax system is not fair. While lower earners pay a 

lower tax bracket, that does not equal the amount needed for basic living 

requirements. In short, there is a base amount of the funds necessary to 

live, and taxing income below that level does not make sense. Those 

living below the poverty line should pay zero income tax. In addition, the 



tax rates for high earners are too low, especially for millionaires and 

above. They pay a tax rate much lower relative to the public resources 

they use. Increasing tax brackets to pre-1980 levels would be a step 

towards them paying their fair share. In addition, Long-term capital gains 

tax levels would be another example of an unfair tax advantage to 

eliminate that would also be a priority. 

 

3. What is your position concerning tariffs and trade? 

 

 While I believe in Capitalism as a beneficial system and global trade 

does benefit Americans, allowing American companies to ship jobs 

overseas freely, without any leveling mechanisms, has exploded the 

income gap in America. In addition, we've seen the issues created by 

working with overseas trade partners that don't play fair, like China. 

So whether it’s tariffs, taxes, or other mechanisms, we should begin 

incentivizing our American corporations to bring their labor back to 

the U.S. and its North, Central, and South American neighbors to 

minimize supply chain issues and create high-end manufacturing jobs 

here. 

 

 

4. Are you in favor of reducing government spending in any specific areas? If so, please list 

your top three particular areas and explain your reasons. Are you in favor of increasing 

government spending in any specific areas? If so, please list your top three specific 

areas and explain your reasons.  

 

I do not favor reducing government spending in any specific area 

(depending on the degree of specificity) and feel the focus should be 

on implementing policies that increase national GDP and a more 

equitable tax system to fund any short-falls. While I think some 

apparent areas may appear, each may come with complications that 

are not beneficial. For example, reducing defense spending may 

seem obvious, considering we no longer have active, large-scale 

combat missions. However, the military is the largest employer of 

non-college-educated individuals in the U.S. A reduction of combat 



forces might leave us lacking if there is a need for troops. Still, it 

would also mean losing jobs for many individuals who may lack the 

resources to attend college or lack jobs where they live. However, 

this occurs when technology is increasingly essential for defense and 

national security, so a reduction in funds towards those could be 

equally detrimental. Concerning increased spending, three areas 

need more funding: fighting poverty, childcare, and criminal justice 

reform. Specific expenditures in those categories would be 

implementing a universal basic income, paid Family Leave, and 

expanding the court system to increase expediency. 

 

5. Are you concerned about the affordability of a college education in the U.S.? If so, what 

role can the federal government play in addressing your concerns? 

 

The cost of a college education has become too high. However, I think this 

is just but one example of an issue that our Democratic party has, which is- 

Democrats are great at identifying problems and giving voice to them. They 

do a terrible job of marketing the idea and controlling the narrative. Still, 

their solutions usually only fix the effect, not the cause. One solution for 

combatting the rising cost of college has been calling for free 2 or 4 years 

of college. However, that only treats the effects of the issue. We think 

colleges charge too much, but then we will give them more money? 

Students may come out with no debt, but if they have a degree and can't 

find a job, they aren't much better off. So the focus should be on the cause 

of this issue, which is that the 12 years of public education we are already 

paying for is not providing the knowledge base employers need or want for 

employment.  

The federal government has direct control over that. The solution is to 

revise our current public education system, including trade education in 

H.S., to provide a paid education that is attractive to employers and would 

not necessarily require college. Plus, a decreased demand for college 

would mean a reduction in costs for those who need it. 

 

Secure Elections, Fair Elections, and the Right to Vote  



6. What action should Congress take, if any, to protect the integrity of elections from 

foreign or domestic actors seeking to undermine it?  

 

These are two separate issues as foreign actors should have zero 

influence on our elections. There should be pressure on governments who 

sanction interference, like hacking, and penalties with politicians within our 

country who have active knowledge that foreign actors are supporting 

them. Regarding domestic actors undermining our elections, there are laws 

to take care of those doing it illegally. However, for those doing it legally, 

we need to implement voting rights legislation to ensure that the right to 

vote of individuals is protected and that their vote counts equitably. 

Currently, several acts are being discussed in Congress that would 

strengthen the Voting Rights Act of 1965 or introduce new protections for 

modern elections. 

 

7. What changes need to be made to U.S. law to protect the right of all people to vote in 

free and fair elections?  

 

The John R.  Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act is just one bill that 

could be implemented to protect voting rights. Ultimately, enacting a new 

formula for preclearance and restoring voters' full ability to challenge voting 

discrimination in court would be the broadest way to protect voting. 

 
Immigration 

8. How would you reform U.S. immigration policy? Since agreement on immigration reform 

has proved hard to obtain, what measures should be taken in the meantime that would 

improve the lives of undocumented immigrants? Are government agencies responsible 

for immigration and our borders performing as they should? 

 

 Since the first settlers from Europe, we have been a nation of immigrants. 

Each successive wave of immigration has only made our country stronger. 

Because of that history, we must find ways to balance the needs of those 

who are coming with the needs of those already here. Callous intervention 

by America's 1980s administrations in the politics of our Central American 

neighbors and other countries overseas destabilized those countries and is 

still being felt today. By helping to strengthen and stabilize those 



economies, we can create a safer and more stable environment. Hence, 

they never have to make the tough decision to leave their homeland. 

However, if they make that tough decision, we should do our best to make 

that transition into our country less injurious. We need to improve 

processing times both for those at the border and those who are overseas 

seeking family reunification and provide a clear path to citizenship, both for 

those who come into the country and the children of those who do. Each 

generation of immigrants brings new effort and new inspiration to power our 

economy for everyone. 

 

Healthcare 

9. Are you satisfied with the healthcare system in the United States? If you are not, how 

should the system be changed?  

 

Healthcare expenses in the U.S. are too high, with Americans spending too 

much of their hard-earned dollars on care or not making enough income to 

get the proper care they need. Putting affordable, accessible healthcare in 

reach for all Americans can be easily achieved without a drastic overhaul. 

This can be done by strengthening the Affordable Care Act and putting 

premiums within range for most Americans. Passing legislation to reduce 

drug costs will reduce overall spending. Revising our food chain and 

welfare system will put healthier, more nutritious food on our tables, 

improve overall health and drastically reduce the occurrence and length of 

diseases requiring expensive care. 

 
Housing 

10. What, if anything, should the federal government do to promote affordable housing and 

homeownership? What specific policies or programs would you use to do that? Do you 

support a federal housing guarantee? Rent control? Inclusionary zoning? Down payment 

assistance for first-time homebuyers? Please detail your answer. 

Like several other issues surrounding low income and inequality, the best 

long-term solution would be to address the cause rather than the effects. 

However, the federal government should promote affordable housing in the 

interim. Ultimately, the answer is elevating the income of the lower-income 

individuals, with a UBI being one of the best ways to do that. 

 



11. What should the federal government do, if anything, to avoid an eviction crisis following 

the lifting of the COVID-era moratorium on evictions? 

 

This is a highly complex solution with no easy answer. While the eviction 

moratorium helped many, it also hurt those who own the housing, including 

many small business owners. The best solution to avoid either side being 

hurt is to continue government payments to both allow individuals the ability 

to pay future rent in addition to paying back rent. 

 

Wealth 

12. Is the distribution of wealth among the people of the United States a proper concern of 

the federal government? If your answer is "yes," what should Congress do to close the 

wealth gap that separates the richest and poorest Americans? 

 

Capitalist society will always see differences in wealth as a byproduct, even 

when accounting for measures of fairness and equality. However, since at 

least the 1980s, our country, and the Republican party specifically, have 

grossly bent the rules of Capitalism towards the wealthy. No better 

illustration of this can be seen than in the massive ballooning of the Income 

equality gap, the difference between our most wealthy and most poor. This 

has been done by drastically reducing taxes on the wealthy (both income 

and estate), which has created massive deficits that will pass on to our 

children, and by lowering taxes on investments through Long-Term Capital 

Gains (LTCG) tax which rewards those watching their money rather than 

earning it. The 401(k)-tax code greatly benefits high-earners and drastically 

hurts those who aren't. Favoring Large Corporations over the small 

business owner by lowering Corporate taxes and regulations created 

disadvantages for small businesses to compete with them. By 

implementing some Innovative and common sense solutions- eliminating 

income taxes for those Americans struggling below the poverty line, 

phasing out the 401(k) provision while both still allowing IRA contributions, 

and implementing a voluntary National Pension to run parallel to Social 

Security, establishing the American Profit Sharing Plan (APSP) that will pay 

a monthly amount to all Americans over 18, and rolling back marginal tax 

brackets to pre-1980 levels- we can reverse the adverse effects of 40 years 



of "trickle-down" economics, which created this almost irreversible gap, and 

put dollars into the hands of ordinary Americans, which has proven to be 

the best catalyst for a consumer-based economy. 

 

13. What do you think are the most powerful levers to address racial and class-based 

economic injustice? To what extent do you support federal policies such as reparations, 

guaranteed basic income, and down payment assistance for first-time homebuyers? 

 

It’s a paradox, but I believe the best way to address racial and class-based 

economic injustice is to not frame them as racial or class-based when 

addressing them. Despite all the historical obstacles that POC, specifically 

Black Americans, have faced, there's been a significant leveling in income 

within the lower and middle class. Resentment can form in white Americans 

when they see policies they feel benefit Black Americans within their 

socioeconomic strata specifically, which negatively affects the ballot box. 

Therefore, the focus should be on addressing the wealth gap itself since 

Black Americans would benefit the most from those policies. That is why 

I'm in favor of a UBI-type system. As for reparations- I think there needs to 

be an effort for a specific approach to compensate Black Americans for the 

past. However, as stated above, direct payments could cause resentment, 

and broad policies may not have the desired efficacy. However, I think the 

term "reparations" has become too divisive, and any future plans should 

include a different name.  

 

14. What is your stance on the minimum wage? What do you consider to be a livable wage? 

What role should the federal government play in regulating wages? In particular, do you 

support federal efforts to advance guaranteed basic income or a federal jobs guarantee? 

 

I believe this is another issue in which we are trying to solve the effect and 

not the cause. I don't think that minimum wage should be a living wage. 

However, because of the other issues we’ve failed to address 

(wealth/income gap, healthcare affordability, education), the minimum 

wage needs to be a living wage in today's economy. However, calls for 

increasing minimum wage, I believe, would only have a temporary effect 

because, within a short time, increases in labor mean cost increases, then 



increases in cost means price increases, which eventually get passed onto 

the consumer, including those whose wages have been increased. In 

addition, a mandatory increase in the minimum wage would have a more 

significant adverse effect on small businesses versus corporations, 

increasing the current advantages corporations have. 

In summary, governments need to regulate wages to minimize abuse (the 

reason regulations were first put in place) but not as a mechanism to level 

inequality. I believe in a federal jobs guarantee in theory. Still, in 

application, it would be through mandatory military service, and student 

relief for working in specific fields, extending current programs. A 

guaranteed basic income would be much more beneficial and would help 

small businesses. 

 
Guns 

15. What, if anything, should be done to reduce the proliferation of firearms and reduce gun 

violence in the United States? 

 

While Covid-19 has given us somewhat of a pause from what seemed to 

be an almost daily news cycle of school and mass shootings, gun violence 

has increased over the past few years. We must make our streets, schools, 

and public spaces safer for our children and us. By implementing common-

sense legislation that will close loopholes and create universal background 

checks, we can minimize guns getting into the hands of violent offenders 

and those with mental health issues. In addition, limiting high-capacity 

magazines and banning assault weapons should reduce the impact when 

these events occur since they are overwhelmingly used in these mass 

shootings. The right to bear arms is enshrined in our Constitution, and 

every American should be able to exercise that right in a way that allows 

individual protection without sacrificing the safety for all. 

 

 

Civil Rights and Race Equity 

16. What should the state do to promote racial equity and diversity, such as increasing 

opportunities for under-represented and under-served people of color? Can you provide 

an example of your advocacy for race equity and diversity?  



Race equity is the second priority of my campaign. The best way for the 

state to address this issue is to be aware of the problem and implement 

actions, such as committees, to identify areas for improvement. There is no 

better example for my advocacy of this issue than my current race. 

 

17. What, if anything, should the federal government do to promote the education of youth in the 

history of civil rights, racial inequality, and the legacy of racial discrimination in the United 

States? 

This is an important topic for me. I received all my education in N.C., first 

grade through college graduation, including an N.C. history course in 4th 

grade. It wasn't until a few years back, when people became aware of the 

Tulsa Race Massacre, that I became aware of the history of our state and 

the Wilmington massacre of 1898, the only coup ever on U.S. soil. I was in 

disbelief that I could live my entire life and not hear about this tragedy. We 

must revise our curriculum to include black history and the harmful effects 

of racism. By doing that, we can instill in children a sense of the adverse 

effects racism has had and give a better understanding of why policies for 

racial justice must exist.  

 

The Environment 

18. Addressing the climate crisis through transformative, intersectional policies will be essential 

to keeping U.S. communities safe, healthy, and vibrant. What do you see as the most critical 

environmental and climate justice issues facing the United States? If elected, how would you 

leverage your role as a U.S. Senator or Representative to address them? 

 

Climate change is real, but the voices of those who profit most from its 

denial have become too loud over the past decades, undercutting the 

urgency to address it. We must work towards policies that curb carbon 

emissions, move away from fossil fuel use by linking increased investment 

in Alternative energy sources with new drilling, and pursue innovations in 

recycling to decrease overall waste, leaving a cleaner environment for the 

next generations. 

 

Foreign Policy 



19. The Russian attack on Ukraine has set off a cascade of change in international relations. 

How do you see this changing U.S. foreign policy in the years to come? What role, if any, 

should the U.S. play in a foreign conflict? 

 

While I think the U.S. should limit its intervention in foreign affairs due to its 

past interventions mainly being economically motivated, I believe it is still 

essential for the U.S. to play a role in foreign conflicts, especially for allies 

and those nations who imitate our democratic ideals. The Biden 

administration's current focus on unilateral and non-combat actions shows 

the new way of resolving international conflicts, with the U.S. taking the 

lead when necessary. 

 

Campaign Funding 

20. Does your campaign have specific policies regarding from whom it accepts donations? 

Please specifically detail any contributions from corporations to your current and prior 

campaigns. How do you see the influence of donors on policy, both for yourself and others? 

 

I will not accept campaign funds from federally registered lobbyists or 

foreign agents. I have not received funds from any corporations. I think 

campaign finance reform needs to be done, especially in light of the 

adverse effects since Citizens United. However, limiting donations from 

sources that your opponent will take may mean losing your race. Therefore, 

it's working towards campaign finance but playing within the rules as 

currently written. My similar experience with this is within my Financial 

Advisor profession; many investment companies would host dinners or 

other events to discuss their products. It was up to my discretion as an 

advisor what I would attend, so I only went to events that I knew I had at 

least some interest in using their products while not feeling obligated to use 

them if I did not need to. Ultimately, it comes down to the candidate's ethics 

if donations impact their decisions. Legislation can only impact that so 

much. 

 

Your Politics 

21. For whom did you vote in the 2020 United States Senate and presidential elections?  

 



I voted for Cal Cunningham for the U.S. Senate. I voted for Elizabeth 

Warren for President, despite Biden essentially already locking up the 

nomination (though I would have still voted for her if he hadn't) 
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