
People’s Alliance PAC 2022 Questionnaire for North Carolina 

District Court Judge Candidates 
 

Please return the completed form along with your resume or biographical statement describing education, 

work history, community service, and prior political experience, as well as a high-resolution headshot of 

yourself as soon as possible, but no later than Saturday, Mar 19th at 5pm, at the latest.   

 
Please e-mail your responses to PAC Coordinators at papacboard@googlegroups.com  

by Saturday, March 19th at 5pm. 

 

Please note that following the Saturday, March 19 at 5pm deadline, the People’s Alliance PAC may publish 

your responses to this questionnaire and your resume. 

 

When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with each 

question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or a different font 

to distinguish your responses from the questions. Do not use colors or shading. Please try to confine your 

responses to no more than 300 words unless another word limit is indicated. Do not feel obliged to exhaust the 

limit for each question.  

 

If you use words or ideas from another person, please attribute your source. 

 
Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of Durham. 

 

Candidate’s name: Jessica M. Major 

Address: 2530 Meridian Parkway, Suite 300, Durham, NC 27713 

E-mail Address: info@majorforjudge.com 

Phone: (919) 697-8110 

 

Judges and judicial candidates in North Carolina are allowed substantial freedom of political speech. PA 

PAC believes that every question in this questionnaire may be answered fully within the scope of the 

applicable rules. For more information on the scope of permitted political speech for judicial candidates, 

we refer you to the January 2, 2020 memorandum of the Judicial Standards Commission on Permitted 

Political Conduct. You may find it at:  

 
https://www.nccourts.gov/assets/inline-files/2020-Political-Conduct-

Memo.pdf?lqEnTi0CGRseARDEGD.mXt60PMdBDGef 

 

About you: 

 

1. Please describe how your religious and philosophical beliefs may affect your conduct and 

decision-making if you are elected. 

 

My religious beliefs and philosophical beliefs will have an affect on my conduct if I am elected. I 

will treat everyone who comes into my courtroom with dignity and respect. I will extend grace to 

everyone who comes before me. Although the courtroom is a professional setting and the matters 

conducted there are serious, I will treat everyone in my courtroom as a human being first. Human 

beings sometimes come with problems that include mental health issues or drug addictions that 

limit the ability to conform behavior or appearance to courtroom rules. All of those potential 

issues will be kept in mind when I am holding court.  
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My religious beliefs and philosophical beliefs will have an affect on my decision-making if I am 

elected. I intend to follow the law as I am bound to do by the oath of office that I will take. 

However, there are areas of the law where discretion is allowed. When discretion is allowed, and 

it is appropriate, I believe that grace should be extended.  

 

2. Would you support requiring race equity training for all North Carolina judges?  If not, why not?  

What, if any, other training should be mandatory? 

 

I do support requiring race equity training for all North Carolina judges. I am a firm believer that 

continuing education only makes individuals better at what they do. Race equity training will 

allow judges to learn about systems that exist in our society that treat minorities unfairly. It will 

also allow judges to begin to learn how to identify and then address biases that they may have. 

This is extremely important when judges are tasked with making decisions about the lives of the 

people who come before them. It is important that judges be as fair and impartial as possible, and 

the first step to being fair and impartial is eliminating any biases that a judge may have against a 

party. 

 

I believe that judges should also receive training on trauma and the effects that it has on 

individuals, especially children. Last year I became aware that Bolch Judicial Institute at Duke 

University School of Law had partnered with the North Carolina Administrative Office of the 

Courts to create a program to teach judges about the effects of trauma on children. There was a 

press release that was issued about the program. It can be found here: 

https://judicialstudies.duke.edu/2021/08/new-trauma-education-curriculum-for-north-carolina-

judges/ I was excited to learn of this program after reading “What Happened to You?: 

Conversations on Trauma, Resilience, and Healing” by Oprah Winfrey and Dr. Bruce Perry. 

After practicing in family court and handling cases that involve children and domestic violence 

for over a decade, I had no idea about some of the developmental effects of trauma on children. 

The knowledge I have now causes me to treat cases with domestic violence completely different. 

I realize that if I didn’t have this knowledge, there are many other lawyers and judges who also 

don’t have this knowledge. 

 

3. Have you personally ever been a party in a civil legal proceeding?  If the answer is yes, please 

explain the circumstances and the outcome of the case.  

I have never been a party in a civil legal proceeding. 

4. Please describe a situation in which you took a controversial position and explain how you 

handled it. 

 

Normally when there is only one attorney in a matter in family court the judge will ask that party 

to prepare the order. On one occasion, a judge made some particularly harsh findings of fact 

about my client. This had happened before in another case and it was difficult for me to explain to 

my client that these were the words of the court and not me. On this occasion, I respectfully asked 

the court if there was another alternative to me drafting the order. The judge said that they would 

draft the order.  

 

5. Why should progressive voters support you?  What expertise do you bring to your race? 

 

Progressive voters should support me because I have over a decade of legal experience. I have a 

broad range of knowledge about criminal court, civil domestic violence court, family court, traffic 



court, and child support court. Any other courtroom that I may be assigned to, I will ensure that I 

am well versed on the law before I step into the courtroom. 

 

I understand that the parties appearing in court are real people with real lives. The decisions that 

are made in the courthouse have ripple effects in the community. It is important that they be given 

the weight they deserve. Fairness and equity are important, but they are just the beginnings of 

what a judge should bring to the bench. I will be fair and equitable to the parties who appear 

before me. I will also be knowledgeable of the law, respectful of the people who come before me, 

and understanding of what the cases mean to the parties. 

 

About your practice of law: 

 

6. Please describe your practice as a lawyer.  Describe the areas of your practice and your 

specialties.  If, over time, your practice has evolved or changed, describe the changes. Describe 

your various client bases as a part of your answer. 

 

My practice as a lawyer currently includes the practice of criminal law, family law, and personal 

injury. I also handle some general civil matters and special proceedings on a case by case basis. 

My office is located in Durham, North Carolina, however, I also practice in Wake County, 

Orange County, Person County, and Granville County. Currently most of my criminal law 

matters are in district court. In the past I have handled more superior court criminal cases, but my 

practice has shifted towards a heavier family law practice. My family law practice has included 

almost every claim handled in family court. I have not represented any clients in abuse, neglect, 

or dependency court, though I currently volunteer as a guardian ad litem in that court. My client 

base includes members of the community from all walks of life. For the most part, all of my 

clients are referred to me by members of the community, prior clients, and my colleagues. 

 

Additionally, I am currently the supervising attorney for North Carolina Central University’s 

Family Law Clinic. The Clinic represents individuals in the community that might not otherwise 

be able to afford an attorney for their legal matter, while also providing students who are 

interested in learning about family law the opportunity to have real world experience with 

representing clients. There are two portions to the clinic. Each week I teach various family law 

subjects for three hours. I am also responsible for reviewing any court filings that the students 

draft for the clients that the Clinic represents. I also attend court with the students when they 

appear on behalf of their clients. 

 

7. Please describe the nature and extent of any pro bono work you have done. Is there a pro bono 

matter to which you have contributed that best illustrates your values? 

 

I have provided extensive pro bono services to the community throughout my legal career. I 

regularly handle criminal, family, and personal injury matters pro bono. There are also times 

where an individual may be able to pay the initial deposit to hire me, but may not be in a position 

to pay any additional fees beyond that. I may waive my hourly rate once the initial deposit has 

been exhausted to ensure my client has continued representation. I have never withdrawn from a 

case due to a person’s inability to pay me. 

 

If I currently have a heavy caseload and cannot help someone in need of pro bono serves, I may 

still offer assistance to them in the form of a free consultation. I never want anyone to feel that 

there is no one that they can talk to about their case.  

 



I was inducted into the North Carolina Pro Bono Honor Society in 2018 and intend to receive this 

honor again for 2021. 

 

There are many pro bono matters that I believe illustrate my values, however, I cannot describe 

them without violating attorney/client privilege. 

 

8. Have you ever been publicly or privately disciplined by the North Carolina State Bar or any other 

professional or occupational licensing authority in North Carolina or any other state?  

“Disciplined” includes reprimands, censures, and warnings in addition to license suspension, 

surrender, revocation, and disbarment. Is the State Bar or any governmental authority considering 

a complaint against you at the present time? Have you ever been found in contempt of court? For 

each “yes” answer, please tell us what happened and describe the outcome of the matter. 

 

No. 

 

Concerning law and policy: 

 

9. What is the single greatest barrier to justice? 

 

I believe the single greatest barrier to justice is a lack of legal representation to parties that cannot 

afford it. Individuals are allowed to apply for appointed counsel in only a handful of legal 

circumstances. Legal Aid fill holes in the most serious areas: evictions and domestic violence. For 

most other areas, individuals are left to do the best that they can. In cases involving divorce, child 

custody, child support establishment, and domestic violence protective orders as a defendant there 

simply isn’t enough help. 

 

10. North Carolina incarcerates an extraordinary number of people, including persons convicted of 

non-violent crimes. Those who are incarcerated are disproportionately people of color. What, if 

anything, should the legislature and our courts do to address the issues of mass incarceration and 

racial bias in the administration of justice? 

 

To address the issue of mass incarceration and racial bias in the administration of justice the 

legislature should regularly review sentencing guidelines to ensure that the punishment fits the 

crime.  

 

To address the issue of mass incarceration and racial bias in the administration of justice the 

courts should ensure that before a sentence that includes jail time is imposed, the court is 

thoughtful about whether that is appropriate and just in that situation. I also believe that 

completing race equity training would also assist in reducing the amount of racial bias in the 

administration of justice. 

 

11. Should the North Carolina General Assembly abolish the death penalty?  

 

The North Carolina General Assembly should abolish the death penalty. Personally, I don’t 

believe that the government should punish acts of crime with death. Legally, there are many 

concerns about the death penalty. One such concern is that there have been several instances 

where individuals were exonerated from death row in North Carolina, including Henry 

McCollum and Leon Brown. There is no way to know how many innocent individuals the State 

of North Carolina may have executed. There is a way to ensure that the State of North Carolina 

does not execute another innocent person; that is to abolish the death penalty.  

 



12. What, if anything, should be done to improve access to justice for people with limited financial 

means or who mistrust the system? How should courts handle requests to waive court costs, fines, 

failure to appear fees, probation supervision fees and attorney’s fees in criminal court? 

 

To improve access to justice to people with limited financial means, we can support programs 

that wrap around the public defender’s office, such as Legal Aid, so that they can provide counsel 

in more areas than they are currently able to. Also, North Carolina Central University School of 

Law has several legal clinics that provide pro bono legal services to members of the community 

in the area of Veteran’s Affairs, family law, and civil litigation. We can support those clinics in 

their representation of the community.  

 

To improve access to justice for people who mistrust the system there can be more public 

interaction between the people who run the system and the community. Judges, district attorneys, 

and public defenders are just people. We live in the community just like the people whole come 

to the courthouse. We can and should have regular opportunities for us to interact. That is the 

only way for use to repair the mistrust. 

 

Court should review carefully requests to waive court costs, fines, failure to appear fees, 

probation supervision fees and attorney’s fees in criminal court, but liberally waive fees when 

individuals cannot pay them. Criminal courts were not meant to be debtors prisons and they 

should not turn into them because people genuinely cannot pay fees. 

 

 

13. What is your position on bail?  What, if any, changes need to be made to the current bond 

schedule? 

 

There are statutes regarding pretrial release in North Carolina. Judges in North Carolina are 

bound to follow the laws. However, there is wide discretion with regard to setting bail. My 

position on bail is that it should do what it is supposed to do: ensure the defendant’s appearance 

in court, while also protecting the community. I do not believe that low level, non-violent 

offenders should have to post a bond. For all other offenses, I would listen to the facts of the case, 

listen to the request of the district attorney’s office, listen to the request of the defendant, review 

the bond guidelines, and decide what is appropriate for that case. 

 

I do not believe that any changes need to be made to the current bond schedule. They were 

always intended to be a starting point. Each case should be decided on its own facts.  

 

14. What can be done to improve language access for parties, victims, and witnesses during court 

proceedings? 

 

I believe that there are several things that we can do to improve language access for parties, 

victims, and witnesses during court proceedings. The first thing that we can do to improve 

language access is to make sure that every initiation of a civil or criminal action includes an 

opportunity for the parties or person initiating the action to indicate whether a party will need an 

interpreter and which language. A system can be created, even as simple as a spreadsheet for each 

language, to track each case and the court dates where an interpreter is needed.  

 

Right now there is a process in place for a party or attorney to request an interpreter for a court 

date. Information about court interpreters and the link to request an interpreter can be found here: 

https://www.nccourts.gov/programs/office-of-language-access-services/do-you-need-a-court-



interpreter . This information could be disseminated more openly so that the individuals who need 

interpreters and the people who help them can make sure that this resource is used.  

 

The last thing I believe that we can do to improve language access is to utilize technology to 

assist the individual using interpreters while in the courtroom. There are times when the 

interpreter appears via telephone. With laptops or tablets, which can be purchased inexpensively, 

the interpreters may be able to appear via WebEx so that the individual using the interpreter can 

not just hear what is being said, but can see it as well, which increases comprehension. 

 

15. What does racial equity mean to you and how does racial equity inform your work as a District 

Court judge? Have you any special training in issues related to racial disparities and equities? 

 

To me racial equity means acknowledging that historically and currently minorities have been 

treated differently and that to make the system equitable means applying solutions that are not 

necessarily equal in quantity but that level the field. 

 

As a district court judge, race equity would inform my work by considering the whole person in 

front of me before rendering my judgments.  

 

I am currently completing a certificate program in racial equity. 

   

 

16. What are your thoughts on Durham’s current diversion programs? If you believe these programs 

should be changed in any way please describe how and why.  

 

I believe that Durham County has a broad range of diversion programs that are in place to help 

the citizens of Durham. I am proud to say that I have had several clients successfully complete 

some of these programs. I appreciate that these opportunities are available. As a district court 

judge I will support them in whatever ways that I can. I do not necessarily believe that these 

programs need to be changed in any way, but of course, if the programs can get more funding and 

there can be increase in participation, that would be a great benefit to Durham. 

 

17. How has the COVID-19 pandemic changed the functions of the position you occupy or are 

seeking? 

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has changed the functions of District Court Judges in several ways. 

The first way that the COVID-19 pandemic has changed the function of District Court Judges is 

that it has required judges to pivot and conduct some hearings virtually via WebEx. This has 

required judges to be capable of navigating technology and being patient with others as they try to 

navigate technology as well.  

 

The second way that the COVID-19 pandemic has changed the function of District Court Judges 

is that it has required judges to think about the ways in which the courts utilize time. There was a 

period of time in which only certain matters were able to be heard. As such, there are some 

courtrooms where backlogs have widened. Judges have to be thoughtful about how court time is 

used to ensure that backlogs do not get any larger. 

 

 

18. When both the defense and prosecution agree upon a bond request or agree on a lawful plea, what 

should the court do? What weight should the agreement be given? 

 



When both the defense and prosecution agree upon a bond request or agree on a lawful plea, the 

Court should review the bond or plea to determine whether or not the bond or plea is appropriate 

for the circumstances. Ultimately the court has the final decision for approval and if the bond or 

plea is not appropriate, then the bond should be adjusted and the plea should be rejected. Prior to 

adjusting an agreed upon bond or rejecting an agreed upon plea, the court should make an inquiry 

of the parties so that the court understands the reasons behind the bond or the plea. 

 

The weight that should be given to the agreed upon bond or plea agreement should be substantial 

given that the defense and the prosecutor have the most knowledge about the background of the 

case.  

 

       Your politics: 

  

19. For whom did you vote in the 2020 United States Senate and presidential elections? 

 

In the 2020 United States Senate election, I voted for James Calvin Cunningham, III. In the 2020 

Presidential election, I voted for Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr. 

 

Again, Thank you.  Please do not forget to provide us with your headshot and resume or 

biographical statement. 


