
PA PAC Questionnaire for NC House and Senate - 2022 
 

 
Please return the completed form along with your resume or biographical statement describing 

education, work history, community service, and prior political experience, as well as a high-
resolution headshot of yourself as soon as possible, but by Sat Mar 19 at 5pm, at the latest.  

 
Please e-mail your responses to PAC Coordinators at papacboard@googlegroups.com  

by Saturday, March 19 at 5pm. 
 

Please note that following the Saturday, March 19 at 5pm deadline, the People’s Alliance PAC may 
publish your responses to this questionnaire and your resume. 

 
When answering this questionnaire, please repeat the questions in your response document with 
each question numbered and organized as it appears here. Type your responses in italics, bold, or 

a different font to distinguish your responses from the questions. Do not use colors or shading. 
Please try to confine your responses to no more than 300 words unless another word limit is 

indicated. Do not feel obliged to exhaust the limit for each question.  
If you use words or ideas from another person, please attribute your source. 

 
Thank you for completing this questionnaire and your willingness to serve the people of Durham. 
 
Candidate’s name: _Marcia Morey 

Address: _2 Middlesborough Court, Durham, NC 27705 

E-mail Address: _m3morey@aol.com 

Phone: (919) 491-2352 

Website: marciamorey.com 

 

Why Are You Running?  

1. What are the three most important issues facing North Carolina? What are your top 

priorities in addressing these issues? 

 

I am running as a strong progressive Democrat who is determined to protect voting 

rights and fair elections; to fight for children/youth issues in public education, mental 

health and safety; and to promote social/economic justice for all people.  My priority is to 

elect more Democrats and ensure we elect impartial, fair judges to our courts. 

 

 

State Revenues, State Spending, and the Economy  

2. Is the current system of state taxation fair? What changes should be made, if any? 

Please cite specific examples 

 

No, the current tax system is not fair or equitable.  The repeal of the corporate tax should 

be undone.  North Carolina currently has the lowest 2.5% corporate tax rate in the South, 

businesses are flooding in here and they should pay their fair share.  We should pass the 
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Earned Income Tax Credit to help working families and lower the regressive sales tax.  I 

oppose the proposed tax reduction for those making over $400,000 income.  

 

3. Are you in favor of reducing government spending in any specific areas? If so, please list 

your top three specific areas and explain your reasons. Are you in favor of increasing 

government spending in any specific areas? If so, please list your top three specific 

areas and explain your reasons. 

 

I would reduce spending on private and religious schools that is depleting money for our 

public schools.  I would not spend $25 million to stop cell phone signals into prisons as 

was earmarked in the 2021 budget.   I would prohibit funding private pregnancy crisis 

centers that oppose abortions.    I would increase government spending on public 

education, mental health/substance abuse care and re-entry programs for those coming 

out of prison.   

 

4. What is your stance on the state of North Carolina utilizing economic development 

incentives, such as the One NC and JDIG programs to attract and recruit corporations? 

 

I am not a big proponent of economic development incentives that take away state 

revenue for public services.  We already have the lowest corporate tax rate among 

southern states and many of these financial awards go to big companies whose 

shareholders are reaping large profits and can well afford (and profit)  to relocate in N.C. 

without additional incentives.   

 

 

Secure Elections, Fair Elections, and the Right to Vote  

5. What changes need to be made to NC law to protect the right of all people to vote in free 

and fair elections? 

 

We must fully support and fund our Board of Elections and oppose all legislation that 

restricts voting access and rights.  I opposed the voter ID amendment that is now being 

argued in state and federal court.  Mail in ballots should not have to have two witnesses.  

We should do all we can to make voting easier with drop boxes, same day registration 

and automatic registration for those who sign up with DMV or other public services.  We 

must resist new draconian voter suppression laws that have been passed in Florida, 

Texas and Georgia and may be introduced in NC.    I would also allow convicted felons 

who have completed their prison sentence be permitted to vote while on parole or 

supervision. 

 

Housing 

6. What, if anything, should the NC government do to promote affordable housing and 

home ownership? What specific policies or programs would you use to do that? Do you 



support downpayment assistance for first time homebuyers? Rent control? Inclusionary 

zoning? Please detail your answer. 

 

We should do as much to help people with affordable housing as we currently do by 

giving incentive money for corporations to be “housed” here.   The State should allow 

local municipalities to pass city ordinances to ensure affordable housing with new 

construction permits. I do support down payment assistance for first time homebuyers.  

If a municipality decides to impose some type of rent control or inclusionary zoning, it 

should be a local decision by local elected leaders.  

 

7. What should the NC government do, if anything, to avoid an eviction crisis following the 

lifting of the COVID-era moratorium on evictions? 

 

Evictions should be only a last resort and I was fully in support of the moratorium during 

COVID. I support a tenant’s bill of rights and the duty of landlords to provide suitable, 

safe housing. I believe the legislature should review our landlord – tenant laws and give 

more deference to the health and well being of those who rent homes and apartments. 

 

Wealth 

8. What is your stance on the minimum wage? What do you consider to be a livable wage? 

What role should the NC government play in regulating wages?  

 

I was a sponsor of the living wage bill to raise the minimum wage to $15 and hour.  I 

would prefer $20 an hour to make it a livable wage.  I do believe NC government has a 

duty to its citizens to set a minimum livable wage that also guarantees health benefits to 

full time workers. 

 

9. How can we bring more progressivity to North Carolina’s tax code? 

 

I answered this question in #2.  Earned income tax credit, reinstate a 3% corporate tax. 

Lower the state sales tax by 1 cent and have a surcharge on the highest incomes over 

$400,000. 

 

Guns 

10. What, if anything, should be done to reduce the proliferation of firearms and reduce gun 

violence in NC? 

 

Every session, I have introduced gun safety legislation.  I am a strong proponent of 

Extreme Risk Protective Orders to allow a judge to remove firearms from people who 

exhibit specific threatening behavior towards others.  Safe storage of firearms is 

imperative.  Universal background checks is imperative.  I want to keep our pistol permit 

laws and not repeal them. City ordinances should be able to ban firearms in public 



buildings, schools, churches and public parks/recreational areas.  The proliferation of 

firearms is extreme and leads to more gun violence, suicides and theft of guns.   

 

Civil Rights and Race Equity 

11. What should the state do to promote racial equity and diversity, such as increasing 

opportunities for under-represented and under-served people of color? Can you provide 

an example of your advocacy for race-equity and diversity?  

 

Civil rights and racial equity is a top focus of mine.  I was one of 4 chairs on the North 

Carolina Task Force for Racial Equity in Criminal Justice which presented 125 

recommendations to improve racial equity and civil rights in criminal laws.  All or our 

work was data driven, showing the inequities of our system, from juveniles entering 

court to the imposition of the death penalty. I was instrumental to pass legislation last 

year to raise the minimum age of juvenile jurisdiction from 6 to 10, most of them children 

of color.  I am now the Chair of the Juvenile Sentencing Review Board that reviews all 

cases of youth under the age of 18 who have spent more than 20 years in prison and 

makes recommendations to the Governor to grant clemency, when appropriate.    I 

believe we can help achieve racial equity by eliminating student loan debt, providing 

more opportunities in education, expand Medicaid to those in the coverage gap and 

increase our knowledge of racial injustice that has permeated this country since our 

founding. I have attended many racial equity training programs as a judge and believe all 

public officials, especially state legislators should be required to attend similar training. 

 

The Environment 

12. Addressing the climate crisis through transformative, intersectional policies will be 

essential to keeping NC communities safe, healthy, and vibrant. What do you see as the 

most critical environmental and climate justice issues facing NC and your district? If 

elected, how would you leverage your role to address them? 

 

Climate change is already having devastating effects with extreme weather changes that 

destroys homes and infrastructures significantly impacting those who can least afford to 

have their lives upended.  It is an environmental and social justice struggle.  We must all 

we can do to stop carbon emissions, water pollution, fracking, clear cutting of forests. In 

NC, we have not adequately funded DEQ. Landfills, coal ash lagoons and confined 

animal feeding operations (CAFOs) are disproportionately located in or near low income 

communities and communities of color.  I co-sponsored HB 863 Hog Lagoon Sunset to 

stop increased production of biogas from animal waste.   PFAS contamination in water 

and soil is a growing crisis and we must work to clean up existing contamination and 

prevent future spills.  I was a primary sponsor of HB 501 to address mitigation efforts 

and conduct further  PFAS studies.  Finally, I co-sponsored HB 784 Environmental 

Justice Reforms and I will work with my colleagues in the House and Senate to continue 

to push for legislative changes to protect Durham and NC. 



 

13. Duke Energy’s monopoly on our utilities has severely curbed the expansion of clean 

energy across North Carolina and locked us into the expansion of harmful gas plants – 

with disproportionate pollution and cost burdens falling on Black and Brown 

communities. What creative ideas will you bring to the Legislature to push back against 

Duke energy to create a more safe, affordable, and resilient electricity sector?  

 

 Last year I voted against  HB 951 – Energy Solutions for North Carolina and spoke 

against the closed door negotiations that took place without key environmental and 

social justice stakeholders at the table.  I opposed the multi-year rate making ability for 

Duke Energy as it was not in consumers best interests.  I support expansion of 

alternative energy sources in North Carolina especially with solar and wind.  I also 

advocate for increased funding to help people make improvements to their homes that 

will make them more energy efficient, less costly and safer.   

14, Other states like California and Colorado have rolled out “Climate Corps” programs that 

create thousands of good jobs increasing community resilience to climate change, reducing 

pollution, and building out renewable energy. What ideas do you have for how North Carolina 

can promote green jobs and workforce development, while addressing the climate crisis and 

reducing pollution in our most-impacted neighborhoods? 

I support using some of the state’s large cash surplus to pay for investments in public 

education, job training and weatherization projects.  We can also incentivize companies 

and government to reduce their energy consumption and use green building principles in 

both new structures and renovations.   I co-sponsored HB 789 Energy Savings 

Incentives/State Agencies, which would be a pilot program to demonstrate one approach.  

We should offer tax credits to clean, renewable energy businesses.  The Climate Corps 

model is a good one and could be replicated here.  Many advocates in NC like NC 

Environmental Justice Network, The League of.  Conservation Voters, Sierra Club are 

demanding these actions.   

State and Local Government Relations 

14. In what ways should NC preempt local governments? In what ways in which it currently 

does so should it not? 

 

NC is a Dillon Rule state that allows local governments to exercise powers only if 

expressly granted by the state.  Over the last 10 years, with a Republican majority, we 

have trampled local decision making for ordinances, zoning, local election decisions.  A 

move to force municipal and school board elections to partisan contests is harmful.  I 

don’t believe the long arm of the state should be interfering with many local decision 

making actions which are often politically punitive to progressive communities. 

 

Education 



15. What is your record of support for community colleges and what do you see as the role 

of community college in increasing access to economic mobility and higher education for 

those who want it? 

 

Our community college system is critically important. I am very proud of the 

achievements and vision of Durham Tech under the leadership of President Buxton and 

his administration. Full and part time students are afforded free child care while 

attending class and degree and certificate programs are enable students to be prepared 

for more technical job opportunities.  I support expansion of the campus to increase 

capacity for those going into the health care field and tech support.  We have a wonderful 

community college system and must do everything to support it by hiring more full time 

faculty members and not paying adjunct hourly faculty $32/hour for classroom 

instruction.   

 

16. What policies would you pursue to increase access to four-year college, community 

college, training programs, and workforce development initiatives? 

 

I would forgive much of the current student loan debt, provide more grants and aid. We 

should increase work based learning opportunities.  More outreach needs to be done to 

high school students about the job, trade and educational opportunities.  I would 

increase workforce engagement and post COVID provide more assistance and support 

students with mental health services to help them succeed.  We have to do more to 

entice youth of color to enter higher education and afford students who are Dreamers 

with in state tuition.    

 

17. What, if anything, should the NC government do to promote the education of youth in the 

history of civil rights, racial inequality, and the legacy of racial discrimination in the 

United States and NC? 

 

The history of civil rights, racial inequality and white supremacy is our history.  It must 

be taught. NC is on a dangerous course with right wing politicians saying parents know 

better than educators and that certain books should be banned or lesson plans be 

posted on line.  I strongly opposed cutting one high school history credit for a required 

financial planning credit.  I will be an advocate to expand the teaching of civil rights.    

 

Party Politics 

18. If you find your party in the minority in your elected body, what do you see as the role of 

the minority party? Please detail the role of deal making with members of the opposing 

party, especially on issues on which deep divisions exist. Please give specific examples 

from your past. 

 



My party is in the minority and has been since I was appointed to the House in 2017.  The 

role of the minority is to fight for our values that serve justice and the greater good of the 

people. I file bills that reflect these values and work to stop bad laws from passing or 

amend them to make them tolerable.    The majority party is in the driver’s seat.  They 

steer all bills to committees or put the brakes on bills to kill them.  The majority appoints 

which members serve on which committees and they write all the procedural rules for 

their advantage.   I have been successful to find compromises when necessary to pass a 

bill, for example, raising the minimum age of juvenile jurisdiction to 10 and making sure 

16 and 17 year olds are in the juvenile justice system.  On key issues like voting rights, 

civil rights, judicial independence and redistricting, there is no possible compromise 

with Republican demands that harm the better good and democracy.   

I will never vote for or against a bill for political expediency.  I will vote for or against a 

bill only if it serves the greater good, for the people.     

 

Campaign Funding 

19. Does your campaign have specific policies regarding from whom it accepts donations? 

Please specifically detail any contributions from corporations to your current and prior 

campaigns. How do you see the influence of donors on policy, both for yourself and for 

others? 

 

I do not accept any corporate PAC contributions.   I have accepted a few donations from 

advocacy groups which I share common goals, like Lillian’s List, Advocates for Justice.  

All other PAC contributions, I have returned.   I hate the influence of corporations and 

dark money PACS in our elections.  Citizens United was a horrible decision and set us 

down the wrong path of big money in politics. I hope someday we will revise campaign 

finance laws.    

 

 

Your Politics 

20. For whom did you vote in the 2020 United States Senate and presidential elections?  

 

Cunningham and Biden.    In 2022, my friend, Cheri Beasley.    
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